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Playing  into  their  hands  •  GERALD  HANNON  VISITS  A  NEW  YORK  JERK-OFF  CLUB 
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ONTARIO  GUESTHOUSES 

The  Perfect  Place  For  A  Country  Getaway 


PRINSTERN  ACRES  GUESTHOUSE 
YOUR  HOSTS  JANICE  &  LIAN 


SHETLAND'S  MEADOW  GUESTHOUSE 
YOUR  HOSTS  BOB  &  NICK 


For  your  next  weekend  getaway  or  your  summer  vacation,  come  and  stay  at  Prinstern  Acres  or  Shetland's  Meadow  Guesthouse.  We  are 
beautifully  situated  on  100  acres  of  rolling  hills  traversed  by  two  trout  streams.  Spend  your  day  lazing  by  the  pool  at  Prinstern  Acres,  go 
hiking  along  the  Bruce  Trail,  visit  some  of  our  many  antique  auctions  and  flea  markets,  horseback  riding  and  sailing  are  nearby  or  just  relax 
by  the  fire.  We  are  sure  you'll  have  a  great  time!  We  serve  full  course  home  cooked  meals  and  offer  comfortable  accomodations  for  up  to  20 
people  as  well  as  campsite  accommodation.  Our  guesthouses  are  located  in  the  village  of  Bognor,  23  km  southeast  of  Owen  Sound  and  just 
two  hours  drive  from  the  city  of  Toronto. 

FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL:  (416)  927-7574  FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL:  (416)  960-1291 

OR  WRITE  TO  US  AT  ONTARIO  GUESTHOUSES,  255  GERRARD  ST  EAST 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M5A  2G1  CANADA 
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LETTERS 


Thirty-one  words,  plus 


I  read  with  considerable  interest  the  de- 
bate-in-print regarding  the  expression  of 
racial  preference  in  the  personals  ("31 
Words,"  TBP,  April),  since  my  own  ad,  in 
the  same  issue,  expressed  a  racial  /cultural 
preference.  It  read:  "Canadian  Indian? 
Relationship-oriented  GWM,  28,  wants  to 
meet  gay  Indian  man,  30+  ,  for  friend- 
ship, weekends  together,  maybe  more. 
Southwest  Ontario  or  metro  Detroit,  call 
Scott  at  (313)  543-7359." 

I  guess  I'm  not  really  concerned  about 
what  hierarchy  of  sanctimony  the  collec- 
tive decides  to  adopt  in  vetting  personal 
ads.  TBP  is  a  good  newspaper,  but  not  an 
irreplaceable  resource.  If  your  quest  for 
correctness  makes  your  rag's  persona  as 
boring  and  predictable  as  The  Advocate, 
I'll  find  another  gay  paper  to  read.  For- 
tunately, you're  not  there.  Yet.  Anyway, 
since  I'm  part  of  a  class  of  people  who  are 
being  tried  in  absentia,  I  thought  I'd  get 
my  two  cents  in. 

My  first  major  struggles  with  gay  iden- 
tity were  fought  eight  years  ago  in  the 
balcony  of  The  Saloon  in  Minneapolis.  In 
that  venue,  I  felt  awkward  and  out  of 
place,  never  really  learning  how  to  play 
the  gay  social  games.  One  evening, 
though,  I  did  meet  a  guy  who  was  a  lot 
like  me  —  same  age,  same  interests,  same 
outlook  on  life.  We  communicated  well, 
and  had  a  mutual  attraction.  We  made 
love  —  it  was  the  first  positive  gay  sexual 
experience  I  had.  He  was  an  Ojibwa  from 
the  Red  Lake  reservation. 

Knowing  him  led  me  to  other  friend- 
ships with  gay  Indians  in  the  Twin  Cities, 
which  has  an  urban  Indian  population  of 
around  12,000.  My  first  long-term  rela- 
tionship was  with  a  Lakota  man.  That 
lasted  two  years,  and  although  we  eventu- 
ally parted,  I  don't  think  either  of  us  re- 
gretted the  experience. 

Now  that  my  career  has  taken  me  to 
Michigan,  I've  lost  contact  with  most  of 
my  acquaintances  in  Minnesota.  I'd  like 
to  make  new  friends  here,  if  possible, 
with  gay  Indians  as  well  as  non-Indians. 
Since  there  isn't  an  active  adjunct  to  Gay 
American  Indians  in  Detroit,  I  thought 
I'd  try  a  personal  in  TBP.  (What  awful 
timing!) 

I  find  Indian  men  appealing.  Does  that 
make  me  a  racist?  I've  explored  that  pos- 
sibility with  a  competent  Indian  therapist 
who  is  very  sensitive  to  such  issues.  He 
doesn't  seem  to  think  so,  so  I'm  not  go- 
ing to  worry  about  it.  In  fact,  I  feel  quite 
fortunate  to  have  shared  some  life  with 
people  of  another  culture. 

Regarding  your  standards:  It's  safe  to 
assume  that  personals  in  TBP  are  in  large 
part  from  white  men  who  would  never 
consider  getting  intimate  with  someone 
who  wasn't  white.  These  types  use  such 
expressions  as  "dinge  queen"  or  "rice 
queen"  in  their  conversation  to  describe 
those  who  don't  share  their  racism.  Your 
editorial  policy  allows  these  people  to  ad- 
vertise —  are  their  true  sentiments  less  of- 
fensive? Of  course,  there's  no  reliable 
way  to  tell  the  intentions  or  motivations 
of  an  advertiser  in  the  personals.  That  be- 
ing the  case,  it  must  follow  that  the  col- 
lective is  only  concerned  with  the  appear- 
ance of  racism  —  not  the  actuality. 

Why  pick  on  me  and  others  who  state 
racial /cultural  preference  for  being  hon- 
est? It's  hypocrisy!  The  issue  is  stupid. 


Either  quit  running  personals  entirely,  or 
open  the  personals  to  any  statement 
which  won't  compel  the  Ontario  govern- 
ment to  shut  you  down.  Let  the  critics 
publish  their  own  damn  newspaper. 
Scott  Ferguson 
Royal  Oak,  Michigan 


The  creation  and  realization  of  sexual 
fantasy  —  eroticization  —  is  an  expres- 
sive capacity.  When  eroticized,  feelings  or 
ideas  become  more  than  just  mental  ex- 
perience; they  are  transformed  into  a  sub- 
jective pleasurable  experience. 

We  are  capable  of  eroticizing  all  kinds 
of  things;  one  need  only  observe  the 
broad  spectrum  of  sexuality  which  is  now 
emerging.  We  can  eroticize  masculinity, 
femininity  and  androgyny.  A  wide  range 
of  body  movements  can  be  erotic.  Music, 
art,  sports  and  maybe  even  mathematics 
can  become  erotic.  Virtually  anything  in 
our  experience  can  be  intensified  by  our 
capacity  for  eroticization.  Some  people 
like  to  intensify  the  experience  of  power, 
domination  or  humiliation  by  incorporat- 
ing it  into  sexual  fantasy.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  because  there  is  an  extremely 
pleasurable  dimension  to  a  successful 
erotic  experience,  the  theme  of  that  ex- 
perience tends  to  be  reinforced  —  such 
as:  an  increased  affection  for  a  lover  or 
greater  admiration  for  cocks. 

Sexual  fantasy  is  a  wonderful  thing. 
However,  like  most  human  behaviour, 
eroticization  loses  its  moral  legitimacy 
when  it  hurts  other  people.  Homophobia, 
racism  and  misogyny  are  harmful.  We  are 
involved  in  liberation  movements  to  rid 
our  society  of  that  kind  of  harm.  If  people 
involved  in  a  sexual  fantasy  which  uses 
power  relationships  are  taking  only  sym- 
bolic roles,  it  may  be  that  no  real  harm  is 
being  done.  But,  I  must  say  that  if  some- 
one wants  to  eroticize  an  idea  such  as 
"Fuckin'  some  nigger,"  I  have  to  wonder 
about  that  person's  day  to  day  attitude 
towards  black  people.  Some  people  in  this 
debate  seem  to  think  that  finding  racism 
or  homophobia  erotic  somehow  sanctifies 
these  dispositions,  as  long  as  they  remain 
sexual  fantasy.  Nonsense!  Eroticizing 
hateful  attitudes  reinforces  them  —  sim- 
ply because  it  transforms  them  into  pow- 
erful, pleasurable  experiences. 

So.  What  about  classified  advertising 
policy  at  TBPl 

Racism,  misogyny  and  homophobia 
are  repellent  phenomena  in  our  society 
and  we  should  do  everything  we  can  to 
discourage  such  repugnant  attitudes.  Not 
allowing  the  publication  of  a  racist  ad 
does  little  to  combat  racism.  The  adver- 
tiser will  probably  run  his  ad  somewhere 
else,  the  readers  of  TBP  are  spared  the 
ugly  spectre  of  blatant  racism  and  life 
goes  on  unchanged.  Requiring  that  an  ad 
be  worded  in  such  a  way  that  the  racism  is 
not  obvious  is  worse  than  not  publishing 
the  ad.  A  classified  advertising  policy 
which  requires  advertisers  to  veil  their 
racism,  homophobia  or  misogyny  in  a 
polite  guise  allows  these  attitudes  to  go 
unnoticed  and,  therefore,  unchallenged. 
"Gay  white  male  seeks  same*'  means 
"No  blacks  or  orientals."  "Athletic 
straight  acting  male  seeks  same"  means 
"No  fats  or  ferns."  These  arc  the 
"acceptable"  expressions  of  racism  and 
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30:  High-school 
faggot 

He  was,  by  all  appearances,  just 
an  average  Edmonton  high- 
school  student  —  until  he  came 
out  in  the  school  literary 
magazine.  A  personal  account 
by  Ian  Pater  son. 

7:  Goodbye,  Glorp! 

And  other  such  salacious  bits, 
as  Canada  Customs  gets  out  the 
scissors  and  the  black  dots. 
The  Federal  Court  tells  them  to 
stop,  but.... 

32:  Beyond 
the  Iceberg 

Alan  O'Connor  went  looking  for 
gay  art  at  the  massive  European 
Iceberg  exhibition  at  the  Art 
Gallery  of  Ontario  —  and  then 
had  to  ask  himself:  what  is  gay 
art,  anyway? 

34:  We  are... 

...men  and  women,  black  and 
white,  clones  and  queens,  butch 
and  femme,  mommies  and 
daddies.  Photos  from  a  new  book 
by  Lisa  Kanemoto. 

51:  JOE- job 

Gerald  Hannon  steers  clear  of  the 
Fluid  Patrol  to  observe  (and  join 
in)  the  molecular  dance  of  bodies 
at  a  New  York  jerk-off  bar. 
On  The  Back  Page. 
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STAR  IN 

A  CRYSTAL  BEACH 

FANTASY! 

Three  sensationally  refurbished  resort  houses,  each  with 

a  different  Hollywood  backlot  theme.  Five  minutes  from  the 

beach,  close  to  the  amusement  park,  waiting  for  you. 

Star  in  your  own  resort  cottage  fantasy. 

On  Location  in  Crystal  Beach. 


Getting 

fucked 

can 

be 

great 

when 

your 

partner 

wears 

a  rubber. 

Otherwise 

it's 

definitely 

a  high-risk 

activity. 

Cut 

down 

your 

chances 

of  getting 

AIDS 

—  use  a 

condom 

or 

don't 

doit. 


For  your  free  guide  to  using  condoms: 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto 

Box  55,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON,  M4Y  2L4 

Phone:  (416)926-1626 

The  space  pad  lor  by  a  grant  from  me  Gay  Community  Appeal  ot  Toronto 


homophobia  which  appear  every  month 
in  TBP. 

The  classifieds  reflect  some  of  the  actu- 
al attitudes  in  our  community  —  not  the 
wishful  thinking  of  some  of  our  leaders. 
The  ads  show  that  some  gay  people  are 
sexy,  romantic,  emotional,  intelligent,  in- 
satiable partiers,  responsible....  They  also 
show  that  some  are  looksist,  racist,  age- 
ist,  misogynist,  homophobic...  There  are 
people  who  would  like  the  classifieds  to 
reflect  only  the  "nice"  attitudes  in  our 
community  —  that's  dishonest.  Homo- 
phobia, racism  and  misogyny  are  deep- 
rooted.  Hiding  these  attitudes  only  allows 
them  to  be  perpetuated. 

I  find  racist  and  homophobic  ads  very 
offensive.  But,  I  am  offended  by  the  atti- 
tudes of  the  people  who  placed  the  ads, 
not  by  TBP  for  publishing  them.  We  are 
not  going  to  rid  our  community  of  bigot- 
ry by  editing  it  out  of  the  classifieds;  that 
just  buries  it  beneath  the  surface  where  it 
is  harder  to  criticize.  The  Body  Politic 
should  run  these  ads  and  should  criticize 
them.  Concerned  readers  should  write  to 
the  advertisers  who  place  offensive  ads 
and  challenge  their  bigoted  attitudes. 
Racism  is  not  just  an  over-all  ideological 
problem;  it  is  also  a  specific  kind  of  hate- 
mongering  practiced  by  individuals,  and 
as  such,  it  is  a  personal  problem  which 
needs  to  be  addressed  at  a  personal  level. 
We  all  need  to  critically  examine  our 
racist,  homophobic,  ageist,  misogynist 
and  looksist  attitudes.  Hiding  them  won't 
help. 

Brian  Pronger 
Toronto 

• 
When  I  renewed  my  subscription  a  few 
weeks  ago,  I  protested  the  publication  of 
the  "young,  well-built  black  man  for 
houseboy"  classified  ad,  and  suggested 
pulling  the  ad  plus  a  full  apology  to  the 
community  as  a  means  of  redressing  such 
overt  racism.  On  February  15,  at  a  forum 
sponsored  by  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto  and 
Zami  concerning  racism  in  the  gay  com- 
munity, I  was  shocked  to  learn  that  de- 
spite active  community  protest  and  dia- 
logue on  the  part  of  the  above  groups,  a 
number  of  collective  members  were  de- 
fending such  racism  and  would  be  pub- 
lishing "defences"  of  the  ad  in  an  up- 
coming issue,  with  arguments  revolving 
around  issues  of  fantasy,  power  and  SM. 

Make  no  mistake  —  I  agree  that  we 
must  talk  about  such  issues  in  relation  to 
racism.  At  the  same  time,  make  no  mis- 
take —  "houseboy"  is  a  very  specific, 
historically  located  term  that  describes  an 
economic  relationship  of  exploitation.  To 
confuse  this  form  of  modern  slavery  with 
consensual  SM  fantasies  is  to  ignore  his- 
tory, the  realities  of  contemporary  society 
and  to  be  unequivocably  racist. 

What  I  find  even  more  disturbing  is  the 
"process"  TBP  is  adopting  to  respond  to 
the  issues  raised  by  the  ad.  Imagine  for  a 
moment  that  a  homophobic  ad  (eg  "Ho- 
mo killers  wanted  —  good  pay,  flexible 
hours")  was  published  in  The  Globe  and 
Mail.  Gay  groups  like  The  Body  Politic 
demand  a  retraction  and  full  apology  — 
the  Globe  editorial  staff  meets  with  com- 
munity members,  insults  them,  tells  them 
they're  being  over-emotional,  that  it  was 
meant  in  good  fun,  and  then  publishes  a 
series  of  memos  written  primarily  by  the 
Globe  defending  such  homophobia  from 
a  libertarian  position.  As  a  second 
thought,  they  ask  if  TBP  would  like  to 
submit  a  few  letters  to  go  along  with  the 
memos,  given  that  the  Globe  is  commit- 
ted to  "free  speech."  Would  TBP  partici- 
pate in  such  a  set-up,  when  the  entire 
framework  has  been  determined  and 
manipulated  by  the  Globe! 

It  seems  to  me,  based  on  what  I  heard 
at  the  meeting,  that  this  is  exactly  what 
has  happened.  When  a  collective  domin- 


ated by  white,  middle-class  men  decides 
that  it  knows  more  about  racism  than 
gays  and  lesbians  of  colour  who  are  ex- 
perts on  racism  through  the  daily  exper- 
ience of  living  in  Toronto,  then  the  entire 
"community"  role  of  TBP  is  called  into 
the  question.  The  overt  racism  of  certain 
collective  members,  as  proved  by  memos 
read  at  the  meeting,  has  no  place  in  a 
paper  supposedly  committed  to  gay  liber- 
ation. Neither  does  this  sort  of  letter  and 
memo  exchange,  which,  while  it  may  con- 
tain some  valuable  contributions  against 
such  racism,  has  still  constructed  and 
manipulated  the  entire  discussion,  in- 
sulted gays  and  lesbians  of  colour,  and  in- 
deed the  entire  community,  by  the  "pro- 
cess" of  being  put  together. 

Like  the  majority  of  those  at  the  meet- 
ing, I've  been  a  TBP  supporter  for  years 

—  by  insulting  us  all  in  this  way,  you  are 
cutting  out  the  community  that  used  to  be 
the  basis  of  your  existence.  At  this  point, 
it  is  hard  to  point  to  solutions  —  the  ac- 
tions of  certain  collective  members,  and 
the  willing  acquiescence  of  the  rest  of  the 
collective  to  promote  such  free  speech  (a 
la  Ernst  Zundel,  convicted  of  publishing 
anti-Jewish  hate  literature),  commits  TBP 
to  adopting  racism  as  an  editorial  policy, 
as  one  panel  member  at  the  meeting  sug- 
gested. Resignations  from  those  collective 
members  who  are  defending  racism 
should  be  demanded,  plus  a  full  disasso- 
ciation  and  apology  from  the  rest  of  the 
collective  of  their  statements  and  actions. 
This  may  seem  extreme  —  but  wouldn't 
TBP  demand  the  same  of  the  Globe! 
With  overt  homophobia,  as  with  racism, 
there  is  no  half-way  compromise. 

So,  cancel  my  subscription.  I've  joined 
what  are  the  growing  legions  of  ex-sub- 
scribers, who  can  no  longer  stomach  your 
particular  version  of  "liberation."  If  the 
above  measures  are  adopted,  the  com- 
munity will  hopefully  support  you  again 

—  but  it  takes  a  great  deal  of  time  to 
mend  the  wounds  that  have  already  been 
inflicted. 

John  Greyson 
Toronto 
February  25,  1985 

• 
For  Ken  Popert  and  Gerald  Hannon  it 
would  appear  that  racism  is  just  one  opin- 
ion about  race  relations.  Which  is  not 
surprising,  since  for  some  time  now  they 
and  most  of  the  collective  have  shown  in 
their  editorial  practices  that  they  believe 
that  feminism  is  merely  one  opinion 
among  many. 

This  laissez-faire  approach  conceals 
such  important  things  as  social  power, 
oppression  and  domination  —  and  of 
course  it  makes  sense  that  those  who  have 
power  (in  this  case,  editorial  and  political 
power  to  define  the  issues  for  gay  people 
in  Canada)  would  try  to  pretend  that 
there  is  no  power.  The  Tories  do  it  all  the 
time.   » 

The  advocates  of  abstract  desire  forget 
that  they  belong  not  to  a  colourless  group 
but  to  the  white  race,  which  is  the  ruling 
race.  In  their  undoubtedly  sincere  forget  - 
fulness,  they  reduce  racism  —  both  in 
TBP's  pages  and  in  the  meetings  described 
in  the  letters  —  to  "just  your  opinions, 
dears." 

Who  will  keep  talking  on  those  terms? 
Who  wants  to  be  patronized  and  treated 
as  a  gadfly  minority,  a  nuisance?  Who 
wants  to  be  automatically  confined  to  the 
periphery  of  the  newspaper  and  of  the 
movement,  while  white  men  without  any 
sense  of  how  they  hold  and  use  power  go 
about  their  "normal"  business?  Who 
wants  to  be  forever  defined  as  a  hyphen- 
ated gay,  and  thus  as  someone  whose  loy- 
alty to  the  gospel  of  gay  liberation  ac- 
cording to  TBP  is  always  suspect? 

A  few  people  from  the  hyphenated-gay 
communities  might  keep  talking  and  writ- 
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ing;  their  opinions  will  undoubtedly  be 
relegated  to  the  letters  page.  But  most  of 
them  will  give  up  hope,  and  stop  trying  to 
make  a  difference. 

Then  the  advocates  of  abstract  desire, 
those  who  forget  that  all  desires  are 
rooted  in  certain  power  structures,  will 
breathe  a  sigh  of  relief,  having  achieved 
hegemony  over  the  definition  of  gay  lib- 
eration. And  they  will  forget  what  hap- 
pened. A  few  months  or  years  later, 
they'll  sincerely  ask  one  another:  why 
can't  we  get  more  women  to  work  with 
us?  Why  can't  we  get  lesbians  of  colour 
and  gay  Asians  and  all  those  people  to 
come  to  our  meetings  and  write  for  our 
paper? 

The  incessant  talk  about  desire  con- 
ceals a  complacency  about  privilege.  This 
complacency  is  not  a  mere  "opinion";  it 
reflects  the  vested  interests  of  those  who 
theorize  about  absolute  desire.  It  is  there- 
fore an  ideology,  not  a  mere  belief,  an 
ideology  designed  to  simultaneously  rein- 
force certain  forms  of  power  and  conceal 
how  they  operate. 

Because  the  advocates  of  absolute  de- 
sire are  expressing  not  their  opinions  but 
their  vested  interests,  nobody  should  be 
so  naive  as  to  expect  a  clearing  up  of  the 
"misunderstandings."  7Whas  a  history 
of  systematic  abuse  of  gender  and  racial 
power,  not  only  a  history  of  misunder- 
standings. Those  people  in  and  around 
the  newspaper  who  want  to  confront 
racism  and  sexism,  therefore,  have  a  long 
road  ahead,  and  they  will  have  to  face  up 
to  the  fact  that  the  issue  at  hand  is  not 
"opinions"  about  racism  but  rather  a 
very  real  power  struggle.  Who  gets  to 
write  the  agenda  of  the  gay  movement? 
Who  gets  to  define  who  is  at  the  centre  of 
the  community /movement  and  who  is  in 
the  periphery?  These  questions  have  now 
—  finally  —  been  raised  in  a  clearer  form 
than  ever  before,  and  they  will  not  be  an- 
swered by  means  of  a  forum,  a  debate,  or 
a  series  of  letters.  They  will  only  be  an- 
swered in  the  practices  and  power  rela- 
tions prevailing  both  within  TOP  itself 
and  between  7"BPand  the  larger 
communities. 

Mariana  Valverde 
Toronto 

• 
The  more  I  read  about  this  ad,  the  angrier 
I  get.  First  we  had  to  prove  the  ad  was 
racist,  and  now  we  have  to  prove  how 
that  makes  it  harmful.  After  all  the 
history  that  has  taken  place  and  with  all 
the  studies  done  about  the  negative  im- 
pact of  racism  on  our  society,  it  is  beyond 
me  why  any  more  needs  to  be  said.  Whom 
are  we  convincing?  The  potential  perpe- 
trators of  racism  who  in  their  liberal  at- 
titude toward  this  ad  contribute  to 
oppression. 

The  message  I  am  getting  is  that  this 
ad,  which  we  have  finally  agreed  is  racist, 
is  okay  and  should  run  because  iVcreates 
dialogue,  solicits  for  the  advertiser  exactly 
what  he  desires,  and  as  a  paper  about  gay 
liberation  TBP  should  protect  his  freedom 
to  explore  his  desire.  Racism  is  okay  if  it 
helps  achieve  these  things. 

Racism  is  never  okay.  I  am  skeptical 
about  how  much  dialogue  was  intended 
when  the  ad  was  first  published.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  people  who  protested,  dia- 
logue would  have  been  nil.  I  also  cannot 
think  of  a  more  obscure  and  unlikely 
place  to  deal  with  the  issue.  Why  should 
TBP  protect  the  freedom  of  someone  to 
exploit  others?  Gay  liberation  should  be 
about  the  liberation  of  all  gays,  recogniz- 
ing the  complexity  involved  in  the  libera- 
tion of  some  of  us  —  including  liberation 
from  exploitation  and  oppression  within 
and  outside  the  gay  community. 

\  vital  aspect  of  gay  liberation  is  the 
shattering  of  myths  and  stereotypes.  I  he 
same  holds  i Hi'.-  toi  Black  liberation 


ad  in  question  promotes  a  myth  and  a 
stereotype  that  should  never  be  believed, 
even  in  fantasy.  As  long  as  such  percep- 
tions of  Blacks  are  allowed  to  endure,  no 
matter  how  obscure,  we  will  have 
achieved  little  in  the  way  of  liberation. 
White  men  made  big  business  out  of  en- 


"What  good  is  gay 
liberation  going  to 
do  me  as  long  as  I 
am  oppressed  as  a 
Black  man  not  only 
from  outside  but 
also  from  within  the 
gay  community?" 


slaving  our  ancestors  years  ago,  the  result 
of  which  contributes  to  many  of  the 
problems  faced  by  Blacks  in  the  world  to- 
day, not  to  mention  the  negative  images 
like  the  scenario  depicted  in  the  ad.  Noth- 
ing about  it  is  romantic  or  fantastic. 

The  other  thing  that  bothers  me  about 
this  whole  issue  is  when  people  sup- 
porting the  ad  use  the  word  "we."  Who 
are  "we"?  It  seems  to  imply  the  gay  com- 
munity. At  the  same  time  it  excludes  the 
people  of  colour  within  the  same  com- 
munity. I  am  a  gay  male.  I  have  concerns 
around  my  sexuality  and  the  exploration 
of  its  boundaries  similar  to  those  of  any 
other  gay  male.  I  am  also  Black,  and  have 
concerns  about  the  significance  of  that 
part  of  my  identity.  The  people  who  write 
about  "we"  with  only  white  gays  in  mind 
disregard  the  fact  that  the  homosexual 
community  is  not  homogenous.  One 
would  think  that  gays  of  colour  are  the 
"other"  gays.  The  "we"  and  "them" 
message  is  very  strong.  An  example  is 
Gerald  Hannon's  memo  in  the  April 
issue:  "...it  is  a  critical  part  of  our 
politics";  "And  if  in  fact  we  can't  (work 
together),  that  simply  tells  me  our  politi- 
cal agendas  are  not  sufficiently  similar  for 
us  to  work  together  in  any  productive 
way  right  now."  The  implication  is  that 
the  concerns  we  have  about  the  ad  are  ir- 
relevant to  gay  liberation.  Gerald,  like 
others  supporting  the  ad,  doesn't  seem  to 
understand  how  this  issue,  in  its  impor- 
tance to  us  as  gays  of  colour,  is  significant 
in  the  gay  movement.  If  by  "our  politics" 
and  "our  political  agendas"  he  means 
gay  politics,  where  docs  that  leave  gay 
people  of  colour?  Must  we  then  play  off 
the  issue  of  racism  againsl  sexual  oppres- 
sion iii  order  to  fit  into  ( ierald's  idea  of 
the  gay  liberation  movement,  when  both 
issues  are  \  ital  to  our  total  liberation  ' 

Attitudes  like  Gerald's  force  gay  men 


like  me  to  prioritize  my  concerns.  I  now 
understand  why  Black  gay  activists  define 
themselves  first  and  foremost  as  Black 
and  as  gay  second.  Because  not  only  does 
the  gay  community  write  around  us  a  lot, 
but  also  because  there  are  choices  in- 
volved in  revealing  our  sexuality,  but 
none  when  it  comes  to  race.  The  only  op- 
pression we  really  have  to  worry  about  is 
racism.  Now,  if  saying  this  makes  me  less 
gay  in  the  eyes  of  people  for  whom  their 
sexuality  is  their  only  concern,  it  only 
shows  how  little  they  understand  the  dual 
oppression  some  gays  face. 

Rick  Bebout  talks  about  no  one  having 
the  right  not  to  be  offended.  As  a  gay 
man  I  am  sure  there  are  many  times  that 
he  has  exercised  the  right  of  freedom  of 
speech  by  protesting  offences.  Why  does 
he  expect  us  to  shut  up  now?  Unless  he 
doesn't  see  racism  as  something  to  be  ter- 
ribly offended  by  and  angry  about. 

We  talk  about  freedom  and  change. 
Those  in  favour  of  the  ad  seem  to  be  say- 
ing that  as  gay  people  our  concern  should 
be  freedom  and  change  only  in  the  inter- 
est of  white  gay  liberation.  Because  that  is 
all  it  is  if  it  continues  to  ignore  the  issue  of 
racism.  What  kind  of  liberation  will  that 
be  whilst  it  oppresses  other  liberation 
movements  in  its  reluctance  to  address 
their  concerns?  What  good  is  gay  libera- 
tion going  to  do  me  as  long  as  I  am  op- 
pressed as  a  Black  man  not  only  from 
outside  but  also  from  within  the  gay 
community? 

Doug  Stewart,  member,  ZAMI 
Toronto 


Fisting  with  care 


In  the  article  "Vancouver  AIDS  study 
ranks  risk  of  sex  acts"  (TBP,  April),  it's 
reported  that  receptive  anal  intercourse 
(getting  fucked  in  the  ass)  presents  a 
relatively  high  risk  for  AIDS  transmission. 
The  study  investigated  the  potential  risk 
in  getting  fucked  or  doing  the  fucking, 
sucking  cock  or  getting  your  cock  sucked, 
rimming  and  being  rimmed  and,  finally, 
fistfucking  or  being  fisted.  The  article 
said,  "Of  the  other  acts  (apart  from  being 
fucked),  only  fisting,  active  and  recep- 
tive, stood  out  as  particularly  likely  to 
result  in  exposure,  although  the  surpris- 
ing appearance  of  giving  fist  on  the  list 
may  be  due  to  statistical  anomalies." 

In  fact,  it's  not  much  of  a  surprise  at 
all.  Because  of  the  rather  common  occur- 
rence of  abrasions  on  the  hands  and 
arms,  and  because  arms  are  relatively  big 
compared  to  anuses,  it's  been  assumed 
for  some  time  that  fisting  is  one  activity 
that  places  both  sexual  partners  at  risk. 
That's  why  the  AIDS  Committee  of  Tor- 
onto recommends  one  of  two  things:  eith- 
er avoid  fistfucking  or  take  a  substantial 
number  of  precautions. 

Specifically,  for  those  who  want  to  fist 
we  recommend  that  they  buy  veterinar- 
ian's calving  gloves.  They're  basically 
surgical  gloves  for  the  whole  arm  and  go 
right  up  to  the  shoulder,  and  can  be  pur- 
chased at  veterinarian's  supply  stores. 
Lots  of  lubricant  should  be  used,  and  it 
has  to  be  water-soluble  (like  K-Y,  Luba- 
fax  or  Muco). 

The  special  gloves  don't  take  care  of  all 
the  problems,  however.  The  gloves  them- 
selves are,  to  be  frank,  nice  in  theory  but 
difficult  to  put  to  use  —  they're  "one  size 
fits  all,"  which  means  that  for  most 
people  they're  too  big  and  bunch  up  dur- 
ing fisting.  If  your  fingernails  are  long, 
they  can  tear  the  fisting  glove.  If  you  have 
an  open  wound  on  the  hand,  you  should 
not  fist  even  with  the  protection  of  the 
glove.  And  don't  use  things  like  band- 
aids  on  hangnails  Or  minor  cuts    -  you 
can't  be  sure  that  you  won't  lose  it  during 
sev  If  you  can't  make  the  gloves  work, 


cause  it  is  such  a  high-risk  activity. 

As  well,  the  gloves  don't  remove  all  the 
problems  for  the  person  being  fisted.  The 
ass  is  one  of  the  most  common  entry 
routes  for  the  AIDS  virus,  and  fisting  re- 
mains an  easy  way  to  create  tears  and  fis- 
sures in  the  rectal  lining.  If  you  want  to 
be  fisted,  you're  going  to  have  to  treat 
your  ass  like  a  shrine.  In  other  words,  if 
you're  going  to  make  your  rectal  lining 
vulnerable,  you're  also  going  to  have  to 
make  doubly  sure  that  nothing  carrying 
the  virus  gets  in  there.  Don't  let  any  cock 
that  isn't  sheathed  in  a  condom  in  your 
ass.  Never  let  a  finger  that  isn't  sheathed 
in  a  finger  "cot"  (sort  of  like  a  finger 
condom,  available  at  pharmaceutical  sup- 
ply stores)  in  your  ass.  Never  share  ass 
toys  like  dildoes  —  make  sure  that  if  they 
go  in  your  ass  that's  the  only  place 
they've  ever  been. 

All  in  all,  one  would  have  to  say  that 
fisting  is  among  the  most  difficult  prac- 
tices for  which  to  make  safe  sex  recom- 
mendations. Compared  to,  say,  anal  sex, 
it's  not  as  simple  as  saying  "wear  a  con- 
dom or  avoid  this  practice."  Fisting, 
whether  you're  the  top  or  the  bottom,  re- 
quires very  special  precautions. 

Kevin  Orr 

Community  Education  Officer 

A  IDS  Committee  of  Toronto 


War-skins 


I  would  like  to  suggest  an  amendment  to 
Robin  Hardy's  article  about  circumcision 
(TBP,  March).  There,  he  says:  "It's  prob- 
ably no  coincidence  that  the  circumcising 
cultures  —  Islamic,  Judaic,  American 
and  African  —  are  male-dominated  and 
war-loving."  I  suggest  Hardy  read  a  little 
more  history.  This  kind  of  sloppy  judg- 
ment simply  won't  do.  Civilization  has 
been  male-dominated  and  war-loving  for 
a  long  time,  and  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
cut  cocks.  Atrocities  are  committed  for 
far  different  (and,  I  hope,  correctable) 
reasons,  one  of  which  has  to  do  with  the 
hatred  of  anything  perceived  as  different 
or  other. 

I  suspect  that  the  uncut  men  mentioned 
in  that  article  suffered  the  intolerance  of 
others  because  they  were  visibly  different 
—  as  cut  men  have  suffered,  in  other  cir- 
cumstances. What  that  suggests  to  us  in 
the  context  of  civilization  is  even  less  pretty 
than  what  Hardy  would  like  to  suggest. 
Mayne  Ellis 
Vancouver 


CARBONCOPIES 


March  11,  1985 

Hon  Erik  Neilsen, 
Minister  of  National  Defence 
House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Ontario 

Dear  Mr  Neilsen, 

We  are  writing  in  reference  to  the  recently 
announced  dismissal  of  five  allegedly  les- 
bian women  from  the  submarine  tracking 
station  at  Shelburne,  Nova  Scotia.  We 
wish  we  could  say  we  are  shocked  by  the 
revelation  of  these  unwarranted  dismis- 
sals, but,  alas,  we  are  not.  Gay  and  lesbi- 
an Canadians,  in  and  out  of  the  Armed 
Forces,  have  grown  only  too  familiar  with 
the  deplorable  tactics  employed  by  the 
sit   in  its  increasing  "witch  hunts'" 
against  us:  the  lapping  of  telephones,  the 
employment  of  informers  to  infiltrate  our 
duly  constituted  public  organizations,  the 
use  of  stakeouts  to  clandestinely  photo- 
graph forces  personnel  entering  gay- 
Owned  premises,  and  the  conducting  of 
humiliating  interrogations,  such  as  those 
of  the  women  in  question. 

e  morallj  bankrupt  p<> 
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ces  as  a  whole,  and  the  S1U  in  particular, 
have  no  place  in  a  society  which  calls  it- 
self "free"  and  "democratic."  These  are 
tactics  which  Canadians  like  to  think  are 
used  only  by  authorities  in  Eastern  Bloc 
countries,  or  Central  America,  but  gay 
and  lesbian  Canadians  know  better. 

Even  Commander  Eliot  Smith  of  Can- 
adian Forces  Station  Shelburne  admits 
that  "homosexuality  is  not  a  crime,"  and 
so  why  are  we  to  be  treated  in  ways  usual- 
ly reserved  for  the  criminal  element  in  so- 
ciety? The  official  reason,  we  are  told,  is 
that  gays  and  lesbians  in  the  Armed  For- 
ces are  viewed,  in  so  many  words,  as  po- 
tential criminals,  if  you  will;  as  men  and 
women  who  are  in  danger  of  "breaching 
national  security,  by  being  blackmailed." 

Gay  and  lesbian  Canadians  strongly  re- 
ject this  definition  of  us  as  "criminals  in 
waiting"  and  consider  this  argument  on 
the  part  of  the  Forces  as  a  red  herring. 
Where  is  the  evidence  that  gay  and  lesbian 
members  of  the  Forces  have  been  any 
more  subject  to  blackmail  than  their  heter- 
osexual counterparts?  Let  us  not  forget  the 
recent  events  at  Tiffany's,  for  example.* 

If  our  suceptibility  to  blackmail  is  a  red 
herring  and  the  Forces  official  reason  for 
acting  as  it  has  in  the  Shelburne  case  is  i 
merely  a  smoke  screen,  what  indeed  is  the 
real  reason  for  the  continuing  "witch 
hunt"  against  gays  and  lesbians  in  the 
military? 

The  answer  for  gay  and  lesbian  Canadi- 
ans is  indeed  a  simple,  if  uncomfortable 
and  familiar  one.  The  real  reason  for  this 
ongoing  campaign  to  remove  us  from  mili- 
tary service,  and  indeed  many  other  forms 
of  employment  in  our  society,  is  blatant, 
systematic  discrimination  against  gay  and 
lesbian  Canadians  because  of  our  sexual 
orientation. 

The  proof  of  this  discrimination  within 
the  Armed  Forces  can  be  found  in  the 
Code  of  Service  Discipline  contained  in  the 
National  Defence  Act.  This  Code  allows 
for  the  immediate  dismissal  of  military 
personnel  who  display  "abnormal  sexual 
activity,"  and  it  is  this  clause  which  was  in- 
voked against  the  women  in  Shelburne. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  authors  of  this 
letter  that  the  Code  of  Service  Discipline, 
as  here  quoted,  and  the  attitudes,  values 
and  activities  it  fosters  in  the  Canadian 
Armed  Forces,  contribute  directly  to  bla- 
tant, systematic  discrimination  against  gay 
and  lesbian  Canadians. 

It  has  been  thirteen  years  since  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association  ceased 
to  label  homosexuality  as  an  "illness."  It  is 
high  time  that  the  Canadian  Forces  and 
the  government  of  which  you  are  a  mem- 
ber moved  to  amend  the  National  Defence 
Act  and  to  strike  from  the  Code  of  Service 
Discipline  its  antiquated  concepts  concern- 
ing sexuality. 

The  "national  security"  argument  is 
wearing  thin,  Mr  Minister,  especially  in  the 
face  of  the  reportedly  "spotless"  service 
record  of  tfie  women  dismissed  from  Shel- 
burne. It  is  time  to  admit  that  the  surveil- 
lance, harassment  and  dismissal  of  gay  and 
lesbian  military  personnel  is  a  violation  of 
our  human  rights,  a  blatant  and  systematic 
form  of  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation. 

We  look  forward  to  your  response. 

K  Belanger,  Chairperson, 
Civil  Rights  Committee, 
Gay  A  lliancefor  Equality 
Halifax 

(*  Former  defence  minister  Robert  Coates 
resigned  earlier  this  year  after  it  was  revealed  in 
the  media  that  he  had  visited  a  strip  club  called 
Tiffany 's  while  on  a  tour  of  the  Canadian  For- 
ces base  at  Lahr,  West  Germany.  —  ed) 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters.  Send 
them  to  us  at:  Utters,  TRP,  Box  7289,  Stn  A. 
Toronto,  ON  M5H  1X9.  Letters  selected  for 
publication  may  be  edited  for  length. 
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The  courts  take  away  Canada  Customs  scissors,  but  not  for  long 


What  the 


### 


In  a  decision  released  March  15,  the 
Federal  Court  of  Appeal  struck 
down  the  section  of  the  Customs 
Tariff  Act  used  to  block  the  entry  of 
pornographic  material  into  Canada. 
On  April  3,  temporary  legislation  was  put 
in  place,  allowing  Customs  to  continue  its 
operations  until  the  Act  is  revised.  While 
the  temporary  law  corrects  some  of  the 
failings  of  the  Custons  Tariff  Act, 
distributors  of  gay  male  erotic  material 
may  find  themselves  in  a  more  difficult 
situation  than  ever  before. 
• 

It's  the  Customs  Tariff  Act  that  is  respon- 
sible for  the  way  gay  porn  looks  in  this 
country.  The  majority  of  material  circula- 
ted in  Canada  is  US-made.  The  familiar 
black  dots  and  white  spaces  are  inserted 
into  the  Canadian  editions  of  the  maga- 
zines to  get  them  across  the  border,  not 
because  they  are  needed  to  make  them 
legal  for  sale  in  Canada.  Some  of  the 
editing  that  occurs  is  often  quite  severe  — 
the  April  issue  of  Torso,  for  example,  is 
missing  text,  photos  and  even  cartoons  on 
a.totalof  20  pages. 

The  portion  of  the  Act  which  regulates 
the  importation  of  pornography  was 
struck  down  because  it  was  unconstitu- 
tionally vague.  In  fact,  it  was  not  just 
judicially  vague,  it  was  vague  in  practice, 
so  vague  that  interpreting  the  obscure 
regulation  had  become  a  major  activity  of 
the  bureaucracy  set  up  to  enforce  it.  The 
Act  defines  as  inadmissible  anything  "of 
an  indecent  or  immoral  character."  It  was 
left  up  to  individual  officers  of  Revenue 
Canada  Customs  at  entry  points  along 
the  border  to  determine  what  this  would 
mean.  Customs,  which  applies  the  Cus- 
toms Tariff  Act,  supplied  them  with  in- 
ternal departmental  guidelines  to  supple- 
ment the  Act,  but  they  weren't  much 
more  specific  —  "hard-core  pornograph- 
ic pictures  which  lewdly  and  explicitly 
display  the  male  and  female  sexual  or- 
gans, sexual  intercourse,  sexual  perver- 
sions and  such  acts...."  Not  surprisingly, 
decisions  made  at  the  border  varied 
widely. 

Customs  provides  a  paid  service  for 
publishers  trying  to  predict  border  deci- 
sions. But  the  advice  it  supplies  is  unoffi- 
cial. The  Prohibited  Importations  Unit 
surveys  material  submitted  by  publishers 
and  suggests  changes.  The  "blueline" 
form  on  which  these  suggestions  are  re- 
corded states  that,  once  changes  are 
made,  the  material  "would  probably  be 

Tight  editing:  Page  of  a  story  from  Torso 
(August  1984)  after  Customs  rewrite 
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What  say?  The  naughty  word  edited  out  of  this  A  ugust  1984  Torso  cartoon:  "Glorp! 


admitted  entry,"  but  adds:  "Please  note 
that  this  is  an  opinion  given  for  your  in- 
formal guidance  only,  and  is  not  to  be 
construed  as  a  definite  commitment  as  to 
the  formal  tariff  classification."  On  the 
basis  of  these  "opinions,"  publishers 
remove  text  and  print  black  dots  over 
photos,  but  can  still  find  they  have  to  rip 
pages  out  at  the  border  to  satisfy  Cus- 
toms officials. 

What  have  publishers  been  removing 
from  their  magazines?  Probably  more 
than  the  law  actually  requires.  Customs 
decisions  are  made  on  a  case-by-case  basis 
and  have  no  coherence;  they  can  be  ap- 
pealed, but  that  takes  time  and  money. 
It's  in  the  publishers'  interest  to  make  a 
conservative  estimate  of  standards  in  or- 
der to  ensure  relatively  simple  and  fast 
passage  of  their  monthly  magazines  into 
the  country.  And  while  bookstores  and 
other  outlets  may  be  interested  in  selling 
more  explicit  material,  they  don't  have 
the  resources  to  fight  Customs.  Both 
Glad  Day  of  Toronto  and  Little  Sisters  of 
Vancouver  have  had  bad  experiences  that 
have  made  them  wary  of  further  tangles. 
According  to  Jim  Deva  of  Little  Sisters, 
seizures  of  pre-paid  shipments  coming 
from  the  US  were  "straight  losses"  for 
the  store,  and  have  made  it  willing  to 
"play  Customs'  game." 

At  the  same  time,  because  Customs 
decisions  vary,  the  censoring  that  goes  on 
isn't  uniform.  A  blueline  sheet  one  pub- 
lisher received  recently  informed  him  that 
shots  of  bondage,  masturbation  and  rings 
on  cocks  had  to  be  removed.  Pictures  of 
this  sort  have  passed  Customs  in  other 
magazines  (sec  p  26  of  Torso,  November 
1984,  for  bondage;  Torso,  August  1984, 
for  a  "jack-off  fever"  spread;  and  lorso, 
December  1984,  foraleathci  strap 
around  a  cock).  A  magazine  will  often 


have  virtually  identical  photos,  only  one 
of  which  incorporates  a  discreet  black 
dot.  There's  no  way  to  predict  what  will 
catch  Customs'  eyes.  The  March  1985 
issue  of  Tux  is  missing  a  story  entitled 
"Dunk  Not  in  Armageddon,"  about  a 
basketball  player  who  makes  a  deal  with 
God.  There  was  no  sexual  content,  but 
Tux  was  advised  the  article  would  be  in- 
admissible because  it  was  "blasphe- 
mous." The  Canadian  edition  appeared 
without  the  text. 

• 
The  temporary  legislation  regulating  porn 
until  a  new  law  is  enacted  is  intended  to 
clear  up  some  of  this  arbitrariness  and 
ambiguity.  The  old  Act  has  been  altered 
—  its  provision  against  indecent  and  im- 
moral materia]  has  been  replaced  with  the 
clearer  and  less  demanding  standard  used 


in  the  Criminal  Code  for  obscenity.  How- 
ever, Customs  has  arrived  at  its  own 
peculiar  interpretation  of  Criminal  Code 
obscenity,  which  could  produce  even 
tighter  controls  on  gay  male  erotic 
material. 

The  interim  law  is  supplemented  with  a 
new  set  of  guidelines  for  Customs  offi- 
cers. For  the  most  part  it  describes  mater- 
ial considered  obscene  under  the  Criminal 
Code  which,  therefore,  cannot  pass  Cus- 
toms, but  there  is  an  exception.  Section 
4.  A  (viii)  refers  to  "portrayals  or  descrip- 
tions of  the  act  of  buggery  (sodomy),  in- 
cluding depictions  or  descriptions  involv- 
ing implements  of  all  kinds." 

The  reading  of  the  Criminal  Code  that 
produced  the  rest  of  the  guidelines  was, 
according  to  Revenue  Canada  Customs, 
based  on  recent  decisions  in  Manitoba, 
Alberta  and  Saskatchewan.  Rulings  in 
these  provinces  determined  that  depic- 
tions of  sexual  activity,  no  matter  how  ex- 
plicit, are  not  obscene.  The  provision 
against  buggery  was  an  addition  from 
outside  the  law  on  obscenity  in  represen- 
tations. According  to  Linda  Murphy, 
head  of  the  Prohibited  Importations 
Unit,  it  was  included  at  the  insistence  of 
the  federal  Department  of  Justice.  The 
rationale  provided  is  that  the  act  of  bug- 
gery is  a  Criminal  Code  offence. 

It  is  hard  to  see  why  the  Criminal  Code 
section  on  buggery  should  have  any  bear- 
ing. Section  155  prohibits  buggery,  but  it 
is  closely  followed  by  Section  157,  which 
makes  it  legal  between  husband  and  wife, 
or  between  any  two  persons  over  the  age 
of  21 .  Buggery  is  only  illegal  under  very 
particular  circumstances,  but  this  distinc- 
tion seems  to  have  been  lost  on  the  justice 
department. 

At  least  until  permanent  legislation  is 
passed,  we  can  expect  even  more  empty 
space  in  skin  mags.  Stories  will  probably 
be  the  hardest  hit  —  unless  the  writers  can 
come  up  with  a  whole  new  set  of  ideas  for 
sexual  encounters,  substantial  sections  of 
text  will  disappear.  The  next  issue  of  Tor- 
so, Mandate  and  the  rest 

may  well 


look 


like 


this. 


Lee  Waldorf 


Artists,  activists  to  flout  censors 


Uncensored  films  will  be  shown  to  the 
public  in  several  Ontario  cities  in  April  in 
a  province-wide  protest  against  the  On- 
tario Film  Review  Board  (formerly  the 
Ontario  Censor  Board),  the  amended  On- 
tario Theatres  Act  (which  changed  the 
name  of  the  board  while  expanding  its 
powers)  and  prior  censorship. 

The  protest ,  Ontario  Open  Screenings: 
Six  Days  of  Resistance  Against  the  (  ensor 
Hoard,  has  been  planned  by  a  coalition  of 
artists,  arts  organizations,  feminists. 
writers,  producers,  gays  and  lesbians.  The 
screenings  oi  documentaries,  feature  films 
and  experimental  works  begin  April  18. 

I  he  ( mtario  board,  an  undected  bodj 

Of  political  appointees  noted  lor  itsatbi 
trarincss,  has  often  been  criticized  lor  its 


unspecified  "community-based  stan- 
dards" and  undemocratic  process.  The 
purpose  of  the  protest  is  to  question  the 
power  of  this  board  and  its  government- 
imposed  standards.  Most  organizers  oi 
the  event  have  been  involved  with  censor- 
ship resistance  during  the  past  five  years 
and  are  determined,  through  community- 
based  movements,  to  educate  a  largd) 
unaware  public. 

According  to  John  Greyson,  a  Toron- 
to-based video  artist.  "It  is  up  to  the 
public  to  decide  what  may  or  mav  not  af 
firm  human  dignity  and.  we  hope,  start 
the  process  of  talking.  No  one  possesses  ,i 
checklist  of  what  constitutes  dignity." 

C  ireyson  does  not  anticipate  strong 
government  intervention  since  a  provin- 


["HE  BODY  POLITIC       \LV>   I9S<         7 


rial  election  is  looming.  It  appears  that 
political  parties  in  Ontario  are  playing 
down  the  potentially  controversial  issue. 
If,  however,  there  is  government  action 
taken  regarding  any  of  the  screenings, 
Greyson  maintains  the  "the  coalition  will 
continue  to  work  together  to  defend  all 
involved  and  will  continue  to  exist  after 
the  Six  Da ys" 

Censorship  is  not  just  an  arts  issue 
because  the  censor  board,  to  some  extent, 
is  in  control  of  ideas.  Lisa  Steele,  a  Tor- 
onto video  artist,  has  had  plenty  of  direct 
experience  with  the  board.  Through  her 
association  with  A  Space,  an  alternative 
gallery  in  Toronto,  Steele  has  seen  the 
gallery's  refusal  to  comply  with  the 
board's  directives  result  in  police  confis- 
cation of  video  machines,  although  no 
charges  were  laid.  Steele  calls  the  action 


"a  big  mistake."  She  dismisses  the  gov- 
ernment's interpretation  of  the  incident, 
which  occurred  last  spring,  as  "artists 
looking  for  exemptions"  to  current  cen- 
sor laws. 

"Artists  fighting  for  the  right  to  show 
their  work  is  not  an  elitist  notion;  we  are 
not  looking  for  exemptions,"  Steele  con- 
tends. "We  also  seek  freedom  for  the  au- 
dience to  view  work." 

Legislative  changes  in  current  censor- 
ship laws  are  unlikely  if  the  42-year-old 
Progressive  Conservative  Party  is  re- 
turned to  power  in  the  approaching  pro- 
vincial election.  Only  judicial  review  of 
censorship  legislation  for  constitutional 
defects  holds  any  promise  of  change. 

Andrew  LeskD 

For  more  information  on  the  Ontario  Open 
Screenings,  see  Out  in  the  City,  page  26. 


Past  casts  pall  on  male  rape  centre 


TORONTO  —  A  service  claiming  to  of- 
fer help  to  males  who  have  been  raped  or 
sexually  abused  now  appears  to  be  a  fake. 
The  Centre  for  Sexually  Abused  Males 
(SAM),  promoted  by  Kerry  Michael 
Specialny,  received  extensive  publicity  in 
the  commercial  media  last  October,  and 
was  the  subject  of  an  article  in  the  Febru- 
ary issue  of  TBP. 

Specialny,  who  claims  to  have  been 
raped  himself,  publicized  a  phone  line, 
open  from  7  pm  to  5  am  daily,  through 
which  male  sexual  assault  victims  could 
seek  assistance  from  volunteer  counsel- 
lors. He  claimed  to  have  received  "over  a 
hundred"  calls  soon  after  the  line 
opened. 


But  soon  after  the  story  in  TBP  ap- 
peared, the  advertised  phone  line  was  out 
of  service.  Specialny  could  not  be  found. 

Then  a  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  man 
who  read  the  TBP  article  sent  clippings 
from  Niagara  Falls  and  Hamilton  news- 
papers, showing  that  Specialny  had 
launched  the  Niagara  Male  Rape  Support 
Group  in  June  1983.  According  to  these 
published  reports,  Specialny  described 
the  group  as  the  newest  of  three  he  had 
helped  found,  the  first  in  Vancouver  and 
the  second  in  Toronto.  In  December 
1984,  Specialny  had  told  TOP  that  SAM  in 
Toronto  was  the  first  group  of  its  kind  in 
Canada. 

Just  a  few  days  after  the  Niagara  group 


received  extensive  and  sympathetic  cover- 
age from  the  local  media.  Specialny  ap- 
parently attempted  suicide.  According  to 
newspaper  reports,  he  was  found  lying  at 
the  base  of  an  old  railway  bridge  across 
an  abandoned  section  of  the  Welland 
Canal,  one  end  of  a  rope  tied  to  the 
bridge  and  the  other  end  around  his  neck. 

Specialny  told  rBPthat  he  had  been 
raped  by  six  men  in  a  shower  room  while 
serving  six  months  in  an  Ontario  correc- 
tional institute  in  1978.  We  subsequently 
learned  that  he  told  a  Toronto  newspaper 
columnist  his  rape  had  taken  place  in 
1976.  The  manager  of  a  Toronto  gay  bar 
says  Specialny  has  told  him  that  he  had 
been  kidnapped  off  the  streets  of  Vancou- 
ver by  a  group  of  men  in  a  car  and  raped. 
In  1983,  he  told  the  Hamilton  Spectator 
that  he  had  been  raped  by  five  men  at  the 
Guelph  Reformatory  in  1976. 

More  interestingly,  a  close  examination 
of  materials  made  available  by  Specialny 
showed  that  his  rape(s)  bore  astonishing 
resemblances  to  the  alleged  experiences  of 
other  male  rape  victims.  A  package  of 
testimonial  stories  ostensibly  collected 
from  such  people  revealed  that  a  man 
named  Greg  had  been  raped  by  six  men  in 
a  shower  room  at  the  Guelph  Reforma- 
tory in  1978.  Another  testimonial  con- 
cerned a  man  named  Ian  who  had  been 
kidnapped  off  the  streets  on  Vancouver 
by  three  men  in  a  car  in  1982.  And  in  the 
first  and  only  issue  of  a  newsletter  pub- 
lished by  Male  Rape  Support  of  Canada, 
a  man  named  Phil,  in  a  letter  from  the 
Guelph  Reformatory  in  1983,  describes 
his  rape  by  five  men  in  the  shower  room  a 
month  earlier. 

In  Toronto,  Specialny  contacted  the 
all-female  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre 
(TRCC).  "He  approached  us  about  get- 


ting together  with  his  group,"  says  Anna 
Willatsof  TRCC.  "It  didn't  materialize. 
Then  he  set  up  a  competition  with  us  and 
tried  to  discredit  us  to  the  media.  He 
called  us  man-haters." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Women's  Services 
Network  in  November  1984,  Specialny 
called  the  TRCC  sexist  and  announced  his 
intention  to  take  the  group  to  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  on  the 
grounds  that  they  deny  services  to  men. 
Not  so  says  Anna  Willats: 

"We  have  a  male  counsellor  closely  af- 
filiated with  us,  and  we  refer  male  victims 
to  the  Toronto  Counselling  Centre  for 
Lesbians  and  Gays." 

Specialny  told  TBP  in  December  that 
he  had  made  peace  with  the  TRCC,  and 
had  agreed  to  share  referrals  with  them. 
He  hoped  the  Ontario  Coalition  of  Rape 
Crisis  Centres  —  which  receives  the 
money  Ontario  allocates  to  sexual  assault 
self-help  groups  —  would  vote  SAM  in. 
The  coalition  disburses  the  funds  to  its  14 
member  centres  (including  TRCC). 

"The  membership  was  suggested," 
says  Pauline  Duffett,  office  coordinator 
for  the  Ontario  Coalition  of  Rape  Crisis 
Centres,  "but  it  was  tabled.  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  he  was  withdrawing 
his  application." 

Duffett  says  she  tried  to  call  Specialny, 
but  found  his  line  had  been  cut  off.  She 
then  wrote  to  him,  receiving  no  reply.  In 
February,  Specialny  contacted  her  again 
and  reiterated  his  request  that  SAM  be 
voted  into  the  coalition,  but  when  Duffett 
asked  him  about  the  out-of-service  phone 
line,  he  refused  to  discuss  the  matter. 

"To  be  a  legitimate  centre,"  says  Duf- 
fett, "you  have  to  at  least  keep  the  phone 
line  running." 

"I  think  he's  looking  for  immediate 
paycheques,"  she  says.  "That's  not  what 
we  do  —  most  of  us  are  volunteers." 

At  a  press  conference  in  February,  Spe- 
cialny released  a  new  phone  number  for 
the  centre.  TAP  called  this  number  every 
day  for  several  weeks.  The  calls  were 
either  not  answered  or  answered  by 
members  of  other  groups  who  share  of- 
fice space  with  SAM  in  a  church  base- 
ment .  No  one  there  could  provide  any  in- 
formation about  Specialny  or  SAM.  Visits 
to  the  SAM  office  proved  to  be  similarly 
futile;  Specialny  was  never  in  nor  were 
any  representatives  of  SAM,  despite  Spe- 
cialny's  claim  that  counsellors  for  the 
centre  are  available  from  7  pm  to  5  am, 
seven  days  a  week. 

Specialny  did  not  return  calls  from  TBP 
and  could  not  be  reached  at  his  home 
address. 

Men  who  have  been  sexually  abused 
are  advised  to  contact  their  local  rape 
counselling  centre  for  help  and  informa- 
tion. Michael  TotzkeD 


Women,  women 
everywhere,  but  n' 'ere  a 
drop  of  pink? 

Once  again,  women  and  their  friends  all 
over  the  world  took  to  the  streets  to 
celebrate  International  Women 's  Day, 
this  year  Saturday,  March  8.  The  march 
in  Toronto  was  attended  by  more  than 
8,000  people,  but  it  was  frustrating  to 
find  that  lesbian  issues  were  a  relatively 
invisible  item  on  the  agenda.  The  organiz- 
ers' not-really-unplanned  move  to  storm 
the  downtown  Eaton 's store,  in  support 
of  Eaton's  workers,  most  of  them  wom- 
en, on  strike  cross  Ontario,  was  success- 
fulin  attracting  media  coverage,  but  only 
made  it  easier  for  the  mainstream  press  to 
interpret  I  WD  for  themselves  rather  than 
having  to  consider  what  it  means  to  all  of 
us.  Next  year,  let's  make  pink  triangles 
mandatory.  Sonja  Mills 
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Hungry  for  rights 


Four  years  after 

promising  legal  protection 

for  gay  people,  theNDP 

government  of  Manitoba  is 

still  stalling.  '  'Being  nice 

doesn  't  change  anything," 

says  Rick  North,  who  has 

decided  to  go  on  a  hunger 

strike  to  shame  the 

province  into  action 


On  the  afternoon  of  March  7,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Pearl  McGoni- 
gal  read  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  which  opened  the  fourth 
session  of  Manitoba's  32nd 
legislature.  And  at  midnight  of  that  day 
Richard  North  began  a  hunger  strike  to 
provoke  public  pressure  which  would 
compel  the  government  ot  amend  the 
Human  Rights  Act  by  including  "sexual 
orientation"  among  the  prohibited 
grounds  of  discrimination. 

Last  August,  North  wrote  privately  to 
Attorney  General  Roland  Penner,  fore- 
warning him  of  such  an  action  should  the 
Throne  Speech  not  contain  a  government 
commitment  to  such  an  amendment.  Des- 
pite the  ritual  declaration  that  "My  Gov- 
ernment is  dedicated  to  achieving  equality 
before  and  under  the  law  in  our  statutes, 
regulations  and  programs,"  far  from 
specifying  the  demanded  commitment  to 
gay  rights,  the  speech  completely  ignored 
the  work  of  the  government's  own 
human  rights  commission,  which  in  a 
wide-ranging  report  issued  last  May  expli- 
citly included  this  amendment  among  its 
recommendations. 

If  the  recommendation  from  the 
human  rights  commission  weren't 
enough,  the  NDP  government  had  come 
into  office  in  1981  with  gay  rights  as  an 
item  of  party  policy.  And  in  a  pre-elec- 
tion survey  of  candidates,  Penner,  subse- 
quently appointed  attorney  general,  had 
stated  his  support  for  the  amendment  and 
his  willingness  to  move  the  necessary 
legislation.  Four  years  of  office  and  of 
opportunity  not  only  have  not  seen  the 
legislation  enacted,  but  have  witnessed  re- 
peated indications  that  the  government 
would  volunteer  no  reform. 

New  day,  new  letters:  "something  I  could 
do  to  wake  people  up, ' '  says  North 


V 
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Rick  North  has  long  been  a  leading  fig- 
ure in  Manitoba's  gay  movement.  He  and 
lover  Chris  Vogel  first  gained  national  at- 
tention with  their  well  publicized  attempt 
in  1974  to  have  their  marriage  legally  reg- 
istered in  the  province.  This  was  a  first 
symbolic  gesture  drawing  public  attention 
to  the  ordinary  human  privileges  from 
which  homosexuals  are  debarred.  A  dec- 
ade of  work  devoted  to  improving  the  so- 
cial services  available  to  Manitoba  les- 
bians and  gays  culminated  in  1982  with 
the  opening  of  the  Winnipeg  Gay  Com- 
munity Centre. 

Over  the  years  North  had  been  in- 
volved in  every  form  of  lobbying  and 
political  pressure  undertaken  by  the 
Manitoba  gay  community:  demonstra- 
tions, picketing,  briefs,  petitions,  letter- 
writing.  With  another  NDP  interlude 
threatening  to  end  in  a  return  to  Tory 
darkness,  he  recgnized  that  if  the  gay 
amendment  were  not  passed  in  this  ses- 
sion, it  might  well  be  lost  for  another 
generation.  "I  had  done  all  1  could  to 
support  group  action,"  he  says,  "and  it 
was  getting  us  nowhere.  Something  was 
needed  to  dramatize  the  wrong  suffered 
by  gays,  something  to  wake  people  up 
and  to  shame  the  government  into  action. 
This  hunger  strike  was  something  that  / 
could  do  that  had  the  potential  to  achieve 
that  goal." 

Rick  laid  the  groundwork  by  visiting  all 
Ml  \s  who  would  admit  him  to  their  of- 
fices, talking  about  the  gay  issue  and  leav- 
ing a  mounting  pile  of  information  which 
could  give  them  confidence  in  supporting 
the  amendment.  When  the  hunger  strike 
was  announced,  he  was  already  well 
known  to  most  Ml  As  and  office  staff  in 


the  legislative  building.  "Most  of  them 
are  nice  to  me,"  he  says,  "but  being  nice 
doesn't  change  anything.  I'm  out  to  get 
them  to  amend  the  Act." 

Every  day  that  the  legislature  is  in  ses- 
sion, Rick  shows  up  at  9:30  am  to  deliver 
an  open  letter  at  the  offices  of  the 
Attorney-General  and  NDP  caucus  chair 
Myrna  Phillips.  Each  letter  brings  along 
some  new  item  in  the  campaign:  letters  of 
support  from  MPs,  party  officials,  prof- 


essional associations,  gay  organizations; 
public  opinion  polls;  social  survey  statist- 
ics —  anything  that  will  emphasize  the 
legitimacy  the  demand  and  the  level  of 
public  support.  Each  letter  is  sent  simul- 
taneously to  all  the  local  media.  Once  or 
twice  a  week  Rick  carries  around  a  packet 
to  all  the  MLA  offices.  Then  he  returns  to 
the  home  where  he  and  Chris  have  lived 
for  the  past  seven  years,  to  spend  the  rest 
of  his  energy  preparing  the  materials  for 
the  next  day.  The  house  has  been  stripped 
of  everything  edible  —  Chris  takes  all  his 
meals  away  from  home.  Even  liquids  are 
restricted  to  water:  "I  won't  have  them 
saying  I'm  just  on  a  diet,"  Rick  quips. 

The  media  have  been  largely  support- 
ive. There  has  been  coverage  in  the  two 
Winnipeg  dailies  on  the  local  radio  and 
TV  stations,  including  interviews  and 
phone-in  shows.  But  Rick  acknowledges 
that  the  early  days  of  a  hunger  strike 
don't  provide  the  media  with  the  needed 
level  of  excitement;  the  impact  will  come 
when  it  is  clear  that  he  is  pushing  himself 
to  the  limit. 

So  far  the  public  reaction  of  the  gov- 
ernment has  been  to  treat  the  hunger 
strike  as  the  aberration  of  an  individual 
which  cannot  make  a  serious  claim  upon 
government  attention.  That  reaction  is 
discredited  by  the  long-standing  endeav- 
ours of  Manitoba  gay  organizations  to 
secure  the  amendment  of  the  Human 
Rights  Act.  At  present  community 
pressure  is  focused  in  the  Committee  for 
the  Inclusion  of  Sexual  Orientation  in  the 
Manitoba  Human  Rights  Act.  During 
these  early  weeks  of  the  hunger  strike  the 
Committee's  support  has  included  spons- 
oring a  panel  discussion  on  the  legal 
issues,  held  at  the  University  of  Manitoba 
Law  School,  and  a  press  conference  on 
the  religious  issues,  held  at  the  University 
of  Winnipeg. 

Although  the  Manitoba  gay  communi- 
ty has  not  been  welded  into  militancy  by 
the  kind  of  harassment  experienced  in 
other  provinces,  it  suffers  from  a  covert 
oppression  which  can  begin  to  be  dissip- 
ated only  through  the  introduction  of 
legal  protections.  In  his  single  person 
Rick  North  is  symbolizing  the  slow  death 
by  starvation  to  which  the  spirit  of  every 
homosexual  in  our  society  is  exposed. 

"How  long  will  you  keep  it  up?"  Rick 
is  constantly  asked. 

"As  long  as  it  takes." 

Ted  MillwardD 

Telegrams  and  letters  of  support  may  be 
sent  to  Richard  North  at  91  Evanson  St, 
Winnipeg  MB,  R3G  2A1. 


Charter  section  may  aid  gay  rights 


WINNIPEG  —  Sexual  orientation,  por- 
nography and  economic  security  were  the 
main  issues  addressed  by  panelists  at  a 
forum  here  February  15  and  16.  The 
gathering,  entitled  "The  Charter  of 
Rights:  Emerging  Issues,"  was  sponsored 
in  part  by  Project  Lambda,  a  lesbian /gay 
organization. 

In  his  keynote  address,  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Commission  head  Gordon 
Fairweather  was  optimistic  about  the 
likelihood  that  Section  15  of  the  Charter, 
the  equality  rights  section  which  comes 
into  effect  April  17,  could  be  interpreted 
to  include  protection  against  discrimina- 
tion on  the  grounds  of  sexual  orientation. 
Shelagh  Day,  former  director  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan Human  Rights  Commission, 
agreed. 

"There  is  a  need  to  legislate  specifically 
on  sexual  orientation,"  said  Joy  Cooper, 
a  member  of  the  Manitoba  Human  Rights 
Commission.  Cooper  cited  the  I9M  cue 
of  Vogel  vs  Manitoba,  in  which  an  adju- 


dicator ruled  that  the  wording  "discrim- 
ination on  the  basis  of  sex"  referred  to 
gender  only,  not  to  sexual  orientation. 

Lyle  Dick,  former  Project  Lambda 
president,  also  called  for  action  aimed  at 
persuading  the  provincial  government  to 
enact  the  legislation,  but  said,  "We  can't 
realistically  expect  meaningful  changes  in 
the  absence  of  the  proper  social  dynam- 
ics." Dick  suggested  a  media  watch,  writ- 
ten responses  to  homophobic  displays, 
the  pursuit  of  gay  rights  in  collective 
agreements,  and  the  inclusion  of  an  ade- 
quate and  nonjudgmental  discussion  of 
homosexuality  in  sex  education  as  steps 
toward  positive  change. 

The  pornography  workshop  was  large- 
ly a  rehashing  of  familiar  arguments  ovet 
censorship.  In  his  keynote  address,  I  aii 
weather  insisted  that  the  Criminal  Code 
was  the  right  legal  mechanism  tor  dealing 
with  pornography  perceived  as  hate  liter 
at ure.  It  is  not  up  to  human  rights  com- 
missions to  remedy  pornography  because 
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WHERE THE 
RAINBOW  BEGINS 


FOR  ADVERTISING  INFORMATION  CONTACT  LIONS  GATE  PROMOTIONS,  301-1821  BARCLAY  ST..  VANCOUVER  BC   V6G  1K7 


these  agencies  are  in  the  "anti-discrimina- 
tion business"  only,  he  said. 

Day  expressed  dismay  at  Fairweather's 
view.  "The  criminal  justice  system  is 
crude,  stupid  and  operated  by  people 
who  don't  understand  equality  theory," 
said  Day.  "They  don't  know  who  to  cen- 
sor. Attorneys  general  and  politicians 
who  don't  support  women  on  daycare, 
abortion  or  equal  pay  are  ready  to  jump 
on  the  anti-porn  bandwagon.  They  are 
not  trustworthy  —  they  are  not  women's 
allies,"  she  said.  If  a  legal  remedy  for  por- 
nography is  needed,  Day  felt  that  human 
rights  law  was  a  better  instrument  than 
the  Criminal  Code. 

It  appeared  from  the  discussions  that 
the  Charter  is  incapable  of  addressing  the 
right  to  economic  security,  since  it  is  not 
clear  what  remedy  the  courts  could  pro- 
vide in  the  unlikely  event  that  the  right  to 
life,  liberty  and  security  of  the  person  is 
interpreted  to  include  the  right  not  to  be 
poor  or  unemployed. 

In  general,  the  forum  concluded  that 
economic  security  and  pornography  are 
problematic  issues  to  which  the  Charter 
could  not  successfully  be  applied.  But 
strong  optimism  emerged  that  the  equal- 
ity rights  section  of  the  Charter  gives  sex- 
ual orientation  a  chance  of  entering  the 
mainstream  of  Canadian  human  rights. 
Joy  Tataryn  and  Brenda  FroeseD 

Equality  committee 
to  raise  gay  issues 

A  special  parliamentary  committee  will 
hold  hearings  across  the  country  this 
summer  to  solicit  public  opinion  on  issues 
arising  out  of  Section  1 5  of  the  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms.  One  issue  which 
the  Committee  on  Equality  Rights  will  ex- 
amine specifically  is  whether  sexual  orien- 
tation should  be  a  prohibited  ground  of 
discrimination. 

The  committee  was  set  up  to  look  at 
questions  raised  by  a  government  discus- 
sion paper,  Equality  Issues  in  Federal 
Law,  tabled  January  3 1  in  Parlaiment  by 
justice  minister  John  Crosbie.  The  paper 
outlined  areas  of  existing  law  which  may 
conflict  with  the  equality  provisions  con- 
tained in  Section  15,  which  comes  into  ef- 
fect April  17. 

Section  15  states  in  part:  "Every  in- 
dividual is  equal  before  and  under  the  law 
and  has  the  right  to  the  equal  protection 
and  equal  benefit  of  the  law  without  dis- 
crimination and,  in  particular,  without 
discrimination  based  on  race,  nationality 
or  ethnic  origin,  colour,  religion,  sex,  age 
or  mental  or  physical  disability." 
Although  sexual  orientation  is  not  among 
the  categories  specified  in  this  clause, 
many  legal  experts  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  first  half,  precluding  discrimination  in 
general,  will  prove  to  cover  gays  and 
lesbians. 

The  government  discussion  paper  spe- 
cifically raised  the  matter  of  sexual  orien- 

Robinson:  surprised  by  Tory  move 


tation  in  relation  to  Canadian  Forces 
regulations  which  at  present  exclude  gays 
and  lesbians  (see  TBP,  March). 

In  addition,  in  a  surprising  and  unex- 
pected development,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons voted  March  26  to  refer  the  matter 
of  discrimination  against  gays  to  the 
special  equality  committee  through  the 
House  Standing  Committee  on  Judicial 
and  Legal  Affairs.  (The  special  equality 
committee  is  constituted  as  a  subcommit- 
tee of  the  House  justice  committee.) 

MP  Svend  Robinson  (NDP— Burnaby), 
long  a  champion  of  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
in  the  parliamentary  arena,  had  intro- 
duced a  bill  March  4  to  amend  the  Cana- 
dian Human  Rights  Act  (CHRA)  by  in- 
cluding sexual  orientation  as  a  prohibited 
ground  of  discrimination. 

Ordinarily,  private  members'  bills  (bills 
introduced  by  opposition  MPs)  have  no 
priority  in  the  scheduling  of  Commons 
business  and  they  don't  get  past  first 
reading  (introduction)  unless  the  govern- 
ment wants  this  to  happen.  If  such  a  bill 
does  get  to  second  reading  (debate),  it  is 
usually  for  MPs  on  the  government  side 
to  prolong  the  debate  until  the  short  per- 
iod allocated  private  members'  bills  ex- 
pires. In  this  way,  the  government  pre- 
vents such  a  bill  from  going  to  committee 
for  study,  and  the  bill  dies. 

In  1983,  Robinson  struck  a  deal  with 
the  Liberal  government  of  the  day  which 
allowed  his  bill  to  amend  the  CHRA  to  get 
past  first  reading  and  be  debated  in  the 
House,  where  it  was  talked  out  by  Liberal 
and  Conservative  MPs. 

Hence  it  was  a  shock  to  Robinson 
when  the  bill  he  introduced  in  the  current 
session  of  Parliament  not  only  made  it  to 
second  reading,  but  came  to  a  vote. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Mulroney 
government  intended  this  to  happen.  Re- 
liably homophobic  Conservative  MPs, 
like  Robert  Coates  and  Jake  Epp,  who 
might  ordinarily  be  counted  upon  to  talk 
the  bill  out,  were  absent  from  the 
chamber  during  the  debate.  More  signifi- 
cantly, when  the  bill  was  in  danger  of  be- 
ing inadvertently  talked  out  by  a  Liberal 
MP  who  was  speaking  in  its  support,  the 
acting  speaker  intervened  to  rescue  the 
bill  by  calling  for  a  vote.  It  is  virtually  in- 
conceivable that  the  speaker,  an  appoint- 
ee of  the  government,  would  take  such  an 
action  to  save  a  private  member's  bill  ex- 
cept at  the  direction  of  the  government. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  to  the  justice 
committee  for  study. 

Norm  Bright,  an  assistant  to  Robinson, 
says,  "I  suppose  the  government  recog- 
nized that  there  was  considerable  interest 
in  the  country  in  having  a  look  at  this  sit- 
uation, that  the  government  needed  to 
move  on  it." 

The  significance  of  this  move  is  three- 
fold. First,  it  would  appear  that  the 
government  is  prepared  to  recognize  the 
inevitability  of  discussing  some  form  of 
protection  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  as 
contained  in  the  equality  rights  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  In  addition,  the  gov- 
ernment seems  to  be  ready  to  expand  dis- 
cussion of  the  nature  of  this  protection 
beyond  the  narrow  concerns  identified  in 
the  equality  issues  paper  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Justice.  Third,  considera- 
tion of  the  long-standing  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Commission  on  sexual  orientation  will 
put  considerable  pressure  on  provincial 
governments  to  do  likewise  with  the 
stalled  proposals  from  their  own  human 
rights  commissions.  In  effect,  if  the 
CHRA  is  amended  as  a  constitutional  re- 
quirement, provincial  legislation  which 
excluded  gay  men  and  lesbians  could,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  be  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution's  equality  rights  provisions. 

The  special  equality  committee  has 
seven  members:  chair  Patrick  Boyer  (PC 
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Their  Laws,  Our  Lives: 
An  International  Conference  on 

Gay  and  Lesbian  History 
July  36, 1985.  Toronto  Canada 

For  more  information  write:  Sex  and  the  State,  clo  Canadian  Gay 
Archives,  Box  639,  Station  A,  Toronto,  M5W1G2,  Canada 

Registration:  $25  ($15  students,  unemployed,  seniors)  before  June  1 
Coinciding  with  the  seventh  annual  International  Gay  Association 
Conference    Smashing  Borders,  Opening  Spaces,  June  30  July  7 
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Sparkes  Gallery 

1114  Queen  St.  W. 

Toronto  M6J  1H9 

(416)  531-1243 


May  3-30,  1985 
Opening  May  3rd  8pm 
Gallery  Hours  Wed  3-8 
Thurs,  Fri,  Sun  1-6 


With    Generous    Assistance    from    the    Gay   Community   Appeal 


Thinking  long-term:  Tom  Gale,  Liz  Massiah  (first  and  third  from  front  left)  and  other 
GALA  members  pledge  to  keep  rights  issue  public;  get  more  involved  in  political  process 


—  Etobicoke  Lakeshore),  Pauline  Browes 
(PC  — Scarborough  Centre),  Mary  Col- 
lins (PC  —  Capilano),  Maurice  Tremblay 
(PC— Lotbiniere),  Roger  Clinch  (PC  — 
Gloucester),  Robert  Kaplan  (L — York 
Centre)  and  Svend  Robinson  (NDP— 
Burnaby).  It  must  report  back  to  Parlia- 
ment by  September  9. 

Ken  Popert  and  Blair  Johnston  □ 

Individuals  and  organizations  who  wish 
to  make  submissions  to  the  Committee 
on  Equality  Rights  or  who  wish  to  appear 
before  the  committee,  must  notify  the 
committee's  clerk  no  later  than  Wednes- 
day, May  15. 

The  committee 's  main  working  docu- 
ment, Equality  Issues  in  Federal  Law, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  clerk. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed 
to:  Clerk,  Committee  on  Equality  Rights, 
House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1A  0A6.  Telephone:  (613)  996-1438. 

MLAs  back  our  right 
to  stay  in  the  closet 

An  Alberta  government  legislative  caucus 
committee  has  voted  against  a  proposed 
amendment  to  provincial  human  rights 
legislation  which  would  have  added  sex- 
ual orientation  as  a  prohibited  ground  of 
discrimination. 

The  amendment  to  the  Individual's 
Rights  Protection  Act  was  proposed  by 
the  Alberta  Human  Rights  Commission 
last  July  (see  TBP,  December  1984). 

The  decision  by  the  Health  and  Social 
Services  Caucus  Committee  means  that 
the  amendment  will  not  go  to  the  legis- 
lature for  debate. 

In  a  letter  to  Tom  Gale  of  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Awareness  (GALA),  an  Edmonton 
coalition  which  has  been  promoting  the 
amendment,  committee  chair  Janet 
Koper  wrote:  "We  strongly  believe  that 
sexual  orientation  and  sexual  practice, 
since  they  are  not  visible  characteristics, 
are  private  matters  and  need  not  be  com- 
municated to  anyone,  subject  to  the  wish 
of  the  person.  In  this  respect,  it  is  felt  that 
an  amendment  to  the  Individual  (sic) 
Rights  Protection  Act  should  not  be 
needed  to  achieve  your  objective  of  al- 
lowing people  to  live  without  fear  of  dis- 
covery of  their  personal  lives." 

In  a  written  response  to  Koper's  letter, 
GALA  member  Liz  Massiah  noted:  "It  is 
mystifying  to  be  told  that  we  should  not 
be  discriminated  against,  but  do  not  need 
to  be  protected  by  the  law.  We  can  have 
documented  cases  of  persons  being  fired 
or  threatened  with  firing  when  their  sex- 
ual preference  is  revealed  by  someone 
other  than  themselves." 

"To  say  we  were  devastated  is  putting  it 
mildly,"  Massiah  told  TBP.  "To  not  even 
get  beyond  the  committee  stage  is  dis- 


heartening." 

GALA  intends  to  continue  to  fight  for 
gay  rights.  "We  get,  and  give,  a  lot  of 
support,"  says  Massiah.  "What  will 
come  out  of  this  is  a  provincial  effort. 
We're  now  thinking  long-term,  keeping  it 
public,  getting  more  involved  in  the 
political  process." 

We  are  showing  that  gay  men  and  les- 
bians can  be  out,  visibly  gay,  and  surviv- 
ing well.  Committed  men  and  women, 
really  working  together." 

Michael  TotzkeD 

Professionals  share 
coming-out  concerns 

HALIFAX  —  Atlantic  gay  and  lesbian 
professionals  in  social,  health  and  human 
services  met  for  the  first  time  in  Halifax 
on  March  30-31.  Sharing  "coming  out" 
anecdotes,  social  workers,  lawyers, 
nurses  and  school  teachers  spoke  about 
working  in  a  mainly  homophobic  work 
environment. 

"It  makes  a  difference  if  you  can  come 
out  to  your  co-workers  and  boss.  People 
take  it  for  granted  they  can  talk  about 
their  relationships.  For  many  gay  and  les- 
bian professionals  that  support  system  is 
not  there,"  says  Ken  Belanger,  a  social 
worker  for  gay  and  lesbian  clients.  It  was 
this  separateness  and  lack  of  support  that 
drove  Belanger  to  organize  the  seminar, 
which  drew  14  individuals  from  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 

"The  idea  of  this  seminar  was  to  break 
the  isolation  (amongst  gay  and  lesbian 
professionals  in  human  services)  and  to 
move  away  from  our  own  closets,"  says 
Belanger.  For  those  who  choose  to  come 
out,  the  stakes  seem  high.  Many  fear  a 
homophobic  reaction  from  co-workers  or 
clients.  "When  I  told  my  boss  I  was  a  les- 
bian, she  said  if  she  had  known  before  I 
got  my  job,  she  wouldn't  have  hired  me," 
says  one  correctional  worker. 

Some  professionals  who  did  not  hide 
their  sexual  orientation  have  had  positive 
outcomes.  "Every  one  at  work  knows 
I'm  gay;  both  co-workers  and  clients  and 
everybody  is  cool  about  it.  It  really  makes 
a  difference  if  you  can  be  out  in  your 
job,"  says  a  social  worker. 

A  source  of  frustration  for  gay  and  les- 
bian professionals  is  an  inability  or  refu- 
sal by  agencies  to  address  the  needs  of  gay 
and  lesbian  clients.  For  the  most  part, 
agencies'  policies  and  laws  do  not  take  in- 
to account  gay  and  lesbian  relationships, 
making  this  clientele  virtually  invisible. 
It's  this  invisibility  that  the  Atlantic  gay 
and  lesbian  professionals  see  a  need  to 
change  through  public  education  and 
greater  access  to  information  about  gay- 
positive  groups,  professionals  and  ser- 
vices. The  group  will  be  meeting  again  in 
May.  (GANG)  Elizabeth  Donovan  D 


12  □  THE  BODY  POLITIC  □  MAY  1985 


Mass  arrests  unlikely 
in  washroom  busts 

ST  CATHARINES  —  The  Niagara  Re- 
gional Police  Commission  has  issued 
what  its  chairman  says  will  be  the  last 
board  statement  regarding  "Operation 
Fairview  Mall,"  the  video  surveillance  in- 
vestigation which  resulted  in  the  arrest  of 
32  men. 

Police  commission  chairman  Al  Barnes 
released  the  two-page  report  of  the  police 
operation,  outlining  how  the  commission 
has  reviewed  "TV  coverage,  letters  to  the 
editor  and  other  articles,  public  reaction 
and  a  survey  of  how  police  forces  handle 
similar  complaints  in  their  respective  juris- 
dictions." Barnes  claimed,  based  on  a  sur- 
vey of  five  other  comparable  forces  in  On- 
tario as  well  as  ten  cities  across  Canada 
and  neighbouring  US  cities,  "there  is  NO 
system  or  technique  which  works  every 
time,  in  every  location  with  the  expected 
results  or  public  reaction."  He  said  warn- 
ing signs  are  used  in  only  two  locations 
and,  while  "success  was  achieved  in  one 
location,  complete  disregard  was  the 
result  in  the  other  location." 

The  commission  chairman,  reading 
from  the  report,  told  the  April  1 1  meeting 
of  the  commission,  "I  was  permitted  to 
review  a  portion  of  the  video  survey  tapes 
taken  at  Fairview  Mall.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  officers  on  this  assignment  made 
every  effort  to  respect  the  privacy  of 
those  individuals  who  used  these  wash- 
room facilities  but  were  not  in  any  way 
under  suspicion  of  wrongful  conduct." 

Barnes  said  in  only  one  of  the  cities 
surveyed  (Toronto)  was  there  any  nega- 
tive media  reaction  to  the  action  taken  by 
the  police,  even  though,  in  some  cases, 
numbers  of  those  arrested  far  exceeded 
the  numbers  involved  in  the  Fairview 
Mall. 

Barnes  said  80  percent  of  the  people 
who  contacted  the  commission  after  it  de- 
cided to  conduct  a  review  "were  in  full 
support  of  the  actions  taken."  He  would 
not  say  how  many  people  that  represented. 

The  most  positive  statement  was 
Barnes's  pledge  that  mass  washroom  ar- 
rests are  a  thing  of  the  past  in  Niagara. 
"Chief  (James  Gader)  has  stated  that  in 
any  future  investigations  of  this  type  he 
will  authorize  the  officers...  to  use  what- 
ever methods  and /or  equipment  are  re- 
quired to  successfully  conclude  the  mat- 
ter. Chief  Gader  will  also  recommend 
that  arrests  be  made  immediately  after  the 
observation  of  any  illegal  act  rather  than 
waiting  until  all  the  observations  are  con- 
cluded. The  board  is  in  full  accord  with 
Chief  Gader." 

Barnes  later  told  local  and  national  re- 
porters the  survey  showed  the  Vancouver 
and  Halifax  police  forces  "don't  have 
this  problem"  because  "they  have  such  a 
large  well-defined  gay  community." 

While  Barnes  called  the  one  suicide 
"tragic,"  he  said  between  1978  and  1984 
there  were  20  suicides  in  Niagara  police 
cells  committed  by  people  charged  with  a 
wide  variety  of  offences.  "So  it  is  not  just 
because  of  this  type  of  action." 

Asked  if  he  would  be  willing  to  discuss 
the  police  handling  of  washroom  activi- 
ties with  Gay  Outreach  Niagara,  Barnes 
said,  "To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  any  member  of  the 
gay  group,  but  certainly  we  would  talk  to 
anybody." 

Gay  Outreach  Niagara  steering  com- 
mittee member  Warren  Hartmann  told 
TBP:  "1  would  be  more  than  happy  to 
meet  with  Barnes."  As  for  the  review, 
Hartmann  said  the  decision  to  no  longer 
make  mass  arrests  "lakes  away  the  ele- 
ment of  public  scandal...  there  will  no 


longer  be  screaming  headlines.  More  than 
that,  it  does  nothing  to  assist  a  commun- 
ity or  demonstrate  understanding.  What 
is  more,  I  am  still  mortally  offended  by 
the  use  of  video  equipment  to  survey  any- 
body and  everybody." 

Hartmann  said  St  Catharines,  with  a 
population  of  124,000,  is  "small  enough 
to  make  a  big  story  out  of  such  an  opera- 
tion. If  they  are  not  going  to  make  mass 
arrests  anymore,  I  say  thank  God  for 
small  mercies." 

Niagara  Region  Councillor  Fred  Dick- 
son, the  only  elected  official  to  publically 
criticize  washroom  surveillance,  told  TBP 
he  too  is  pleased  with  the  change  in  policy 
with  respect  to  mass  arrests.  Referring  to 
the  survey,  however,  Dickson  said,  "Ob- 
viously there  are  some  people  who  very 
strongly  support  the  police  methods.  I 
can't  help  but  feel  that  there  is  a  lot  more 
compassion,  concern  and  understanding 
than  the  police  commission  realizes." 

Dickson  cited  a  letter  to  the  editor  in 
the  St  Catharines  Standard  from  24 
clergypersons  of  various  faiths  which  de- 
cried the  police  operation  and  the  media's 
release  of  names  (the  Standard  excluded). 

Dickson  said  the  police  report  only 
skimmed  over  alternative  ways  of  dealing 
with  washroom  sex.  He  would  like  the 
matter  to  be  dealt  with  in  civil  courts  as  a 
question  of  trespassing.  This  he  said 
would  eliminate  "the  horrendous  fall- 
out" there  is  with  the  process  the  police 
used. 

As  for  the  validity  of  the  police  report, 
Dickson  said,  "It  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  a  real  short  period  of  time  to  con- 
duct a  survey  across  the  country,  then 
assess  it  and  then  make  a  decision  on  it." 
(The  report  was  commissioned  February 
28.) 

All  but  one  of  the  men  charged  in  the 
Fairview  Mall  mass  arrest  have  been 
tried.  All  were  found  guilty  and  given 
conditional  discharges  and  suspended 
sentences.  One  accused  was  fined  because 
of  repeated  offences.         Ken  Chaplin  D 

Gay-led  reform  group 
fails  to  capture  board 

VANCOUVER  —  A  campaign  to  elect 
reform  candidates,  including  four  gay 
men,  to  the  board  of  a  community  centre 
in  Vancouver's  heavily  gay  West  End  was 
defeated  March  19. 

Gay  activist  Rob  Joyce,  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  West  End  Community  Centre 
(WECC),  had  hoped  to  elect  enough  new 
faces  to  change  policies  which  he  felt  ex- 
clude too  many  segments  of  the  West  End 
community  from  the  centre. 

Two  hundred  people  filled  the  WECC 
auditorium  to  elect  ten  new  directors  to 
the  16-member  board  at  the  WECC  an- 
nual general  meeting.  No  exact  vote  tally 
is  available  because  representatives  of  the 
existing  board  counted  and  then  de- 
stroyed the  ballots,  announcing  only  that 

Rob  Joyce:  "Unfortunately,  we  haven't 
seized  our  po  wer  in  the  West  End ' ' 
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531  Queen  Street  E.  (at  River  Road)  369-1111 


post  *er,  n.  An  advertising  sheet  uniting  pictorial  image  and  printed  letter- 
ing, designed  to  engage,  inform,  persuade  and  be  posted  on  a  wall 
or  other  surface.  Syn.:  broadside,  proclamation,  playbill,  streamer, 
placard,  handbill,  showcard. 

pos*ter«i*ty,  n.  1.  All  who  have  proceeded  from  a  common  ancestor; 
descendants  collectively.  Syn.:  offspring,  progeny,  issue.  2.  A 
gallery  dealing  solely  in  the  art  of  the  poster.  Daniel  Stroud, 
Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  POSTERITY  GRAPHICS 
LTD.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vin- 
tage art  posters  at  265  Queen  Street  East,  in  Toronto's  Lower  East 
Side.  Skilled  custom  mounting  available  Mon.  to  Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to 
6:00  p.m.  861-1851. 
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All  COLLEGE  STREET  (Just  east  of  Bathurst) 
963-9416  —  Open  Monday-Saturday  11:30-1:00  a.m. 
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Does  Frank  Miller's 
Ontario  include  you? 

"Any  group  that  has  a  gay  liaison  committee  is 
not  my  kind  of  Board  of  Education." 

Frank  Miller,  referring  to  the  Toronto  Board  of  Education,  on  January  25,  1985. 

"...  homosexuality ...  is  a  deliberately  willed 
wrong  choice  in  the  natural  moral  order." 

Solicitor  General  John  Williams,  responsible  for  the  police  in  Ontario,  on  November  30,  1981 


THE 

NEW 
DEMOCRATS 

FIGHTING  FOR  FAIRNESS 
FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 

For  information  about  New  Democrat  candidates 
or  the  Lesbian  /Gay  Caucus,  contact: 

Meg  Griffiths  Campaign 

St  Andrew /St.  Patrick  New  Democrats 
(416)  928-1468 

Barbara  Hall  Campaign 

St.  David  New  Democrats 
(416)465-1160 

Diana  Hunt  Campaign 

St.  George  New  Democrats 
(416)  928-1430 


Conservatives  and  Liberals  have  voted  consistently 
against  human  rights  protection  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

On  MAY  2  VOTE  NEW  DEMOCRAT 


Authorized  by  official  agent  of  (he  St   George  NDP  Campaign. 


14  □  THE  BODY  POLITIC  □  MAY  1985 


"Such  people 
never  die" 

James  Fraser, 
1946-1985 


James  Fraser,  my  friend  and  fellow 
worker  for  many  years  in  the  building  of 
the  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  died  of 
AIDS  on  March  1 1  in  Vancouver. 

After  abandoning  his  studies  at  a 
Catholic  seminary  in  New  Brunswick, 
James  had  gone  to  work  for  the  prov- 
ince's archives,  but  decided  at  the  age  of 
28  that  gay  life  was  what  he  needed  and 
Toronto  was  the  place  to  be.  To  my 
knowledge,  he  never  regretted  any  of 
those  decisions. 

From  1976,  when  he  first  started  to 
create  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives  from 
some  small  boxes  of  material  culled 
from  the  files  of  The  Body  Politic, 
James's  energy  kept  the  rest  of  the  Ar- 
chives workers  going.  Everything  I 
wasn't,  he  was.  We  made  a  good  team. 
My  almost  eight  years  with  the  Archives 
have  convinced  me  that  all  of  its  succes- 
ses have  grown  from  James's  enthusias- 
tic and  careful  work. 

Besides  taking  care  of  all  those  tedi- 
ous tasks  that  a  volunteer  collective  pre- 
fers to  ignore,  and  holding  down  a  full- 
time  job  with  the  City  of  Toronto  Ar- 
chives, James  found  time  to  help  edit 
and  publish  Issue  5  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  History  Researchers  Network 
Newsletter,  do  most  of  the  historical  re- 
search for  a  report  to  City  Council  on 
police  attitudes  toward  Toronto's  gay 
population,  co-author  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Heritage  of  Toronto,  and  publish  the 
Gay  Archivist,  the  GCA's  newsletter. 

With  his  typical  down-East  dialect 
and  speaking  speed,  he  could  talk  your 
ear  off.  We  often  joked  that  he  could 
fall  asleep  in  mid-conversation  and  then 
pick  it  up  right  where  he  left  off  upon 
waking. 

He  moved  to  Vancouver  in  1983  to 
work  on  a  degree  in  Archival  Studies. 
The  distance  came  between  us.  He 
called  me  in  November  —  the  last  time  I 
heard  his  voice.  The  humour  was  still 
there,  but  he  was  tired. 

I  once  told  him  I  wanted  to  be  swept 
off  my  feet  by  the  right  man.  The  very 
next  day,  when  I  got  home,  I  found  a 
new  broom  leaning  against  my  door 
with  a  red  ribbon  attached  to  it. 

That's  how  I  remember  him:  a  man 
filled  with  energy  and  gentle  humour. 

Alan  MillerD 


Among  the  more  appealing  of  Christian 
myths  is  that  of  the  Peaceable  Kingdom. 
The  vision  of  the  lion  lying  down  with 
the  lamb  offers  hope  in  these  warlike 
times.  "They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy 
in  all  my  Holy  Mountain."  (Isaiah  1 1 :9) 
Some  day  it  must  be  true. 

My  own  vision  of  the  Peaceable  King- 
dom appeared  quite  unexpectedly,  on 
Canada  Day,  1977,  in  Kiwanis  Park  in 
downtown  Saskatoon.  That  gracious 
city  was  the  site  of  the  most  affirming 
gay  conference  I  can  remember.  After  a 
cheering  demonstration  through  the 
sunny,  but  mostly  empty,  streets,  the 
marchers  dispersed  at  the  riverside  to 
wander  in  couples  and  groups  through 
the  park.  Was  it  the  sun,  the  holiday,  or 
the  simple  fact  of  so  many  gay  people  in 
one  place,  that  made  us  free  enough  to 
stroll  casually  arm-in-arm?  A  country 
band  was  playing  on  an  open  stage,  but 
no  one  was  dancing  until  we  arrived. 
Men  with  men,  women  with  women,  we 
stepped  into  the  sunny  clearing  while  cit- 
izens of  Saskatoon  watched  with  sur- 
prise, amusement,  and  then  acceptance, 
finally  joining  us  in  a  single  dance. 

I  have  always  remembered  James 
Fraser  at  the  centre  of  that  scene.  A 
handsome,  rugged  man  with  a  bushy 


mane  and  beard,  James  resembled  a 
lion,  but  his  soul  was  that  of  a  lamb. 
One  of  those  rare  people  who  seemed  in- 
spired with  an  inexhaustible  source  of 
joy,  he  shared  his  bounty  freely.  He  was 
also  a  man  with  a  driving  mission:  to 
gather  into  his  arms  the  loose  fragments 
of  our  history,  a  loving  gift  to  future  les- 
bians and  gay  men.  Lugging  equipment 
from  workshop  to  plenary,  methodical- 
ly recording  our  deliberations,  there 
seemed  not  enough  time  in  the  day  to  do 
all  he  felt  needed  to  be  done.  This 
urgency  expressed  itself  in  his  staccato 
manner  of  speaking,  words  tumbling  off 
his  tongue  in  a  sudden  rush,  punctuated 
by  his  wide  smile. 

I  did  not  know  James  Fraser  long  or 
well,  but  he  left  me  with  this  gift.  I  can 
see  him  in  his  bright  caftan,  whirling 
among  the  summer  trees,  dancing  with  a 
group  of  children  while  their  parents 
look  smiling  on.  A  vision  of  a  better, 
possible,  necessary  world.  A  vision  to 
sustain  one  in  such  dark  times  as  these.  I 
do  not  believe  in  the  myth  of  Heaven, 
but  I  believe  in  the  Peaceable  Kingdom. 
I  believe  such  a  vision  sustained  the 
tireless  work  of  James  Fraser,  and  that 
he  shared  that  sustenance  with  all  those 
around  him.  Such  people  never  die. 

Robin  MetcalfeD 


the  official  slate  nominated  by  the  board 
had  won  all  ten  places  on  it.  But  a  major- 
ity of  those  in  the  auditorium  seemed  to 
favour  the  official  slate.  The  crowd,  com- 
posed heavily  of  seniors,  was  twice  the 
size  of  the  one  that  turned  out  at  last 
year's  annual  meeting,  when  Joyce  was 
nominated  from  the  floor  and  elected. 

Joyce  has  a  year  remaining  in  his  term 
and  was  not  up  for  reelection. 

Some  of  Joyce's  opponents  conducted 
a  word-of-mouth  campaign  that  gays 
were  trying  to  "take  over"  the  centre,  but 
the  main  factor  in  the  defeat  was  Joyce's 
support  for  prostitutes,  Joyce  said. 

During  the  last  year,  he  met  resistance 
on  the  board  when  he  tried  to  improve 
services  for  the  disabled  and  disadvan- 
taged. The  most  severe  opposition  came 
when  he  organized  a  public  forum  on  the 
topic  of  positive  options  to  prostitution  in 
September,  two  months  after  BC's  attor- 
ney-general won  an  injuction  against 
prostitutes.  Holding  the  forum  cemented 


opposition  to  Joyce,  a  former  job 
counsellor  for  prostitutes  and  street 
youth,  by  conservative  gays  and  straights 
who  sympathized  with  the  Shame  the 
Johns  movement.  It  also  made  some 
NDPers  feel  uncomfortable. 

"A  lot  of  progressives  stayed  home  (on 
election  night)  and  sat  on  their  hands.  I 
think  the  factor  was  me  and  my  uncom- 
promising position  on  prostitutes.  They'll 
never  forgive  me  for  it . 

"Gays  didn't  come  through,  either.  I 
think  gays  don't  feel  they're  part  of  the 
centre,  except  in  the  weightroom  and 
even  there  they're  cautious.  It's  unfor- 
tunate that  we  haven't  seized  our  power 
in  the  West  End." 

The  slate  of  candidates  organized  by 
Joyce  campaigned  for  an  "open,  friendly 
centre,"  to  improve  services  and  change 
the  board's  policy  which  bars  centre 
members  from  observing  board  and  com- 
mittee meetings. 

Opponents  used  the  gay  candidates  as  a 


way  to  raise  the  spectre  of  gays  taking 
over  the  centre  and  pushing  out  seniors, 
Joyce  said.  "The  word  was  out  that  the 
homos  were  trying  to  take  over." 

According  to  Joyce,  centre  director 
Maureen  Vaughan  widely  distributed 
photocopies  of  an  article  from  Angles, 
Vancouver's  gay  monthly.  The  article,  a 
profile  of  two  of  the  reform  candidates 
written  by  Joyce,  detailed  their  ideas  for 
the  centre  —  seemingly  uncontroversial 
proposals  such  as  increasing  arts  and 
theatre  activity  —  and  urged  gays  to 
become  centre  members  so  they  could 
vote. 

When  asked  about  this,  Vaughan  said: 
"I  really  don't  have  anything  to  say  to 
you.  I  don't  know  where  you  got  your  in- 
formation from  but  perhaps  you  could 
get  your  information  from  them."  She 
then  hung  up. 

Despite  the  election  results,  the  board 
may  be  more  accommodating  as  a  result 
of  Joyce's  battles  over  the  last  year,  he 


said.  A  proposal  to  lower  the  membership 
rate  for  welfare  recipients  —  which  was 
approved  at  the  annual  general  meeting 
—  came  from  the  outgoing  board.  The 
meeting  also  approved  a  motion  from  the 
floor  for  open  board  meetings. 

Meanwhile,  the  board  finally  sent 
Joyce  a  letter  of  apology  one  day  after  the 
elections.  The  letter  was  part  of  a  legal 
settlement  as  a  result  of  the  board's  at- 
tempt to  strip  Joyce  of  his  post  as  second 
vice-president  shortly  after  the  prostitu- 
tion forum  was  held  (See  TBP,  January ). 

Joyce  started  a  lawsuit  because  the 
board's  action  contravened  the  BC 
Societies  Act.  The  board  rescinded  its 
motion  after  consulting  a  lawyer  and 
Joyce  dropped  the  suit. 

NeilWhaleyD 

Glad  Day  beats  Globe 

in  press  council  ruling 

"Ho-hum"  was  the  reaction  of  Toronto 
Globe  and  Mail  vice-president  and 
general  manager  Doug  Evans  to  a  March 
12  Ontario  Press  Council  ruling  which 
held  that  the  newspaper  had  discrimin- 
ated against  a  local  gay  bookstore,  Glad 
Day  Bookshop. 

Glad  Day  proprietor  Jearld  Molden- 
hauer  complained  to  the  council  after  the 
daily  refused  last  June  to  pubUsh  an  ad  in 
a  literary  supplement  for  The  Christopher 
Street  Reader  and  Boys  on  the  Rock  (See 
"Bum's  rush"  in  TBP,  September  1984). 
A  book  jacket  illustration  showing  a  nude 
male  back  from  the  top  of  the  ass  upward 
was  to  be  used. 

The  Globe  gave  no  specific  reason  for 
rejecting  the  ad  and  did  not  ask  to  have 
the  copy  altered  to  make  it  acceptable. 
But  the  newspaper  later  published  an  ad 
placed  by  the  Canadian  distributor  of  one 
of  the  books  using  a  similar  illustration, 
air-brushed  and  with  the  upper  ass  inked 
to  conceal  the  hint  of  a  crack. 

Appearing  before  the  press  council,  the 
Globe  said  it  found  the  Glad  Day  ad 
unacceptable  because  of  the  illustration's 
clarity  and  its  readers'  sensitivity  to  nudi- 
ty. The  paper  defended  the  publication  of 
the  distributor's  ad  on  the  ground  that 
the  male  figure  was  difficult  to  see  and 
that  only  someone  familiar  with  the  book 
and  its  dust  jacket  would  know  it  depict- 
ed the  back  of  a  nude  male. 

In  its  ruling  the  press  council  stated 
that  a  publisher  has  the  discretion  to 
determine  the  acceptability  of  an  ad  pro- 
vided that  it  has  a  policy  that  it  applies 
consistently.  The  council  found  that  the 
Globe  had  acted  inconsistently  in 
refusing  the  Glad  Day  ad  while  accepting 
the  distributor's.  It  added  that  it  was  re- 
grettable that  the  newspaper  did  not  sug- 
gest changes  to  make  the  Glad  Day  ad 
acceptable. 

Evans  told  TBPhe  was  surprised  by  the 
ruling  and  that  he  still  supported  the 
Globe's  refusal.  He  said  the  Glad  Day  ad 
illustration  was  clearly  a  boy  playing  with 
himself.  He  and  the  publisher  found  it  of- 
fensive and  unacceptable  to  the  Globe's 
readers.  He  reassured  TBP  that  the  Globe 
would  be  happy  to  publish  any  advertise- 
ment from  Glad  Day  which  was  accepta- 
ble to  the  newspaper's  readers. 

Five  years  ago.  Glad  Day  attempted  to 
place  a  similar  ad  in  the  Globe  and  Mail, 
for  two  books.  Not  only  was  that  ad  not 
published,  but  there  was  no  response  to  a 
registered  letter  seeking  an  explanation 
for  the  refusal.  In  the  present  instance, 
the  bookstore  had  been  assured  by  the 
Globe's  ad  representative  thai  tilings  had 
advanced  at  the  newspaper  since  those 
primitive  da\s  Rve  years  ago,  and  thai 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  placing  an 
adtoday.  KicTa\lor 
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High  school  censors 
student's  ambitions 

Faced  with  the  need  last  March  to  state 
his  ambitions  for  publication  in  the 
school  yearbook,  Ian  Paterson  decided 
to  go  for  broke. 

The  Grade  12  student  at  Harry  Ainlay 
Composite  High  School  in  Edmonton 
wrote  that  his  ambition  was  "to  attend 
the  University  of  Alberta  and  settle  down 
in  a  quiet  suburb  with  a  tall,  rich,  hunky 
man  with  a  bushy  moustache." 

Norm  Mathew,  the  staff  yearbook  ad- 
visor, saw  that  he  had  some  editing  to  do. 
He  decided  that  Ian's  ambition  ought  to 
be  "to  settle  down  with  a  tall  rich  compa- 
nion." He  also,  according  to  Paterson, 
circulated  a  note  to  fellow  teachers  ridi- 
culing the  unedited  version. 

Paterson  responded  with  a  petition, 
signed  by  376  of  the  school's  2,800 
students,  supporting  his  right  to  have  his 
original  text  published  in  the  yearbook.  A 
counter  petition  that  read  "Let's  kick  Ian 
Paterson  out  of  school  because  he's  a 


harry  Mntm 

COMPOSITE 

HIGH    SCHOOL 

Too  much  for  the  yearbook:  Ian  Paterson  wanted  to  "settledown  with  a  hunky  man" 


fag"  was  less  successful. 

Principal  George  Nicholson  claimed 
Paterson's  yearbook  comments  were  edit- 
ed because  the  word  "hunky"  was  seen 
by  some  as  a  slur  against  Ukrainians.  He 
did  admit,  however,  that  Mathew  should 


not  have  written  the  note  he  circulated  to 
other  teachers. 

Since  the  yearbook  flap,  Paterson  has 
been  beaten  up  twice,  both  times  by  the 
same  student. 

But  Paterson  feels  he  has  "promoted 


awareness  of  lesbians  and  gays."  He  says 
"many  classmates  ask  more  questions 
about  being  gay." 

Paterson  says  he  has  no  regrets  over  the 
incident.  But  so  far,  he  hasn't  found  that 
hunky  man  with  the  bushy  moustache. 
He's  still  in  the  market  for  someone  to 
take  to  the  prom.  Neil  PowersD 

For  the  story  of  an  earlier  publishing  problem 
Ian  Paterson  had  at  Harry  Ainlay  High 
School,  see  page  30. 

TV  beer  ad  canned 
after  gay  protests 

Molson  Ontario  Breweries  have  respond- 
ed to  complaints  from  the  Coalition  for 
Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  and  oth- 
ers, including  City  of  Toronto  alderman 
Dale  Martin,  and  taken  a  commercial  for 
Export  beer  off  the  air. 

The  ad  featured  a  happy  crowd  of 
macho  men  alighting  from  a  cab  driven 
by  an  attractive  woman.  As  they  entered 
a  bar,  one  exclaimed  "That  cabbie  was 
just  my  type!"  The  bartender  looked 
askance  at  what  he  took  to  be  an  indica- 
tion of  homosexuality,  but  another  man 
in  the  crowd  hastened  to  explain:  "It's 
okay,  Harry...  the  cabbie  was  a  girl." 
Sighs  of  relief  all  around. 

In  a  letter  (dated  February  19)  to  Tom 
Warner  of  CGRO,  Molson  public  affairs 
vice-president  G  A  Jupp  said  his  com- 
pany "never  intended  to  offend  any 
group"  and  was  "very  concerned  that  the 
gay  community  has  been  offended  by  (the 
commercial)."  He  assured  Warner  that 
his  company  took  the  matter  "very  seri- 
ously" and  that  the  responsible  advertis- 
ing agency  (McKim  Advertising)  had 
been  instructed  to  change  the  commercial 
and  to  "ensure  that  this  type  of  interpre- 
tation cannot  be  read  into  any  future 
commercials." 

Jupp  told  Warner  that  the  ad  would  be 
changed  but  could  not  be  pulled  immedi- 
ately because  Molson's  "media  weight" 
required  that  they  have  two  commercials 
running.  But  by  March  1 1 ,  when  Martin 
received  a  letter  from  Ronald  B  Gibson, 
director  of  advertising  for  Molson,  the 
company  had  gone  further.  "We  seem  to 
be  the  victim  of  our  own  naivete,"  Gib- 
son wrote,  announcing  that  the  commer- 
cial had  been  taken  off  the  air,  pending 
revision. 

Contacted  by  TBP,  Gibson  said  almost 
exactly  the  same  thing  he  told  Martin.  "It 
was  totally  our  own  naivete  that  got  us  in- 
to this  situation."  The  ad,  said  Gibson, 
was  meant  to  show  "the  friendship  be- 
tween Joe  and  the  guys"  —  the  post-ado- 
lescent gang  typically  featured  in  ads  for 
Export.  (Apparently  its  a  friendship  that 
would  cool  quickly  if  one  of  the  guys 
turned  out  to  be  queer.)  As  the  com- 
plaints started  coming  in,  Molson's  ad 
department  took  another  look  at  the  film 
and  "realized  we've  got  a  problem  here." 

Joe  and  the  guys  are  off  the  air,  but  the 
re-dubbed  ad  which  Gibson  said  was  to 
be  on  the  air  by  March  29  hasn't  ap- 
peared. It  will  be  similar,  but  the  smitten 
passenger  will  now  exclaim  "that  cabbie 
was  my  kind  of  girl."  The  bartender's  dis- 
approving double-take  will  remain,  but 
now  it  will  be  because  the  man  has  a  wife 
or  girlfriend  at  home.  (Apparently  cheat- 
ing sells  beer  as  well  as  homophobia 
does.) 

As  far  as  Gibson  knows,  the  company 
has  removed  only  one  other  commercial 
from  the  air  and  changed  it  because  of 
viewer  complaints.  The  offenders  again, 
were  Joe  and  the  guys.  That  time  they 
were  comparing  duck-calls  to  the  voice  of 
one  man's  mother-in-law.  Molson 
changed  "mother-in-law"  to  "moose" 
for  that  one.  Gillian  RodgersonD 
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AIDS  groups  to  hold 
first  national  meeting 

Tous  ensemble/ All  Together,  the  first  na- 
tional conference  on  AIDS,  will  take  place 
May  10-12  in  Montreal  at  l'Universite  du 
Quebec  a  Montreal  (UQAM),  Pavilon 
Judith- Jasmin. 

Under  the  patronage  of  the  National 
Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS  and  spon- 
sored by  a  wide  variety  of  Montreal  com- 
munity associations  and  institutions,  the 
conference  will  establish  the  foundation 
for  a  national  network  of  individuals  and 
organizations  working  together  against 
AIDS. 

Concerned  members  of  communities  at 
risk,  professionals  involved  in  research 
and  treatment,  representatives  of  support 
groups  and  other  interested  individuals 
from  across  Canada  are  expected  to 
attend. 

The  conference  will  include  keynote 
speakers  and  workshops  focusing  on  spe- 
cific areas  of  concern,  such  as  patient 
rights,  government  funding  and  balanced 
informed  media  coverage  of  AIDS. 

Registration  kits  and  information 
packages  are  available  from  the  Associa- 
tion homophile  de  Montreal /Gay  Mon- 
treal Association,  CP  1 164,  Succursale  H, 
Montreal,  QCH3G2N1. 

For  further  information,  contact 
Richard  Burzynski,  conference  coordina- 
tor, at  (514)  937-7596. 

• 
As  of  March  28,  the  Laboratory  Centre 
for  Disease  Control  in  Ottawa  had 
recorded  a  total  of  204  adult  cases  of  Ac- 
quired Immunodeficiency  Syndrome  in 
Canada.  In  TBP's  last  report,  the  total 
stood  at  183  cases  as  of  February  21 .  Of 
the  current  total  148  are  gay  or  bisexual 
men,  of  whom  65  have  died. 


Gay  or 

bisexual 

Total 

Number 

Deaths 

Ont 

80 

72 

28 

Que 

72 

31 

18 

BC 

36 

32 

13 

Alta 

9 

9 

5 

NS 

4 

3 

0 

Sask 

1 

1 

1 

Man 

1 

0 

0 

Nfld 

1 

0 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  New  Bruns- 
wick or  Prince  Edward  Island. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by  call- 
ing the  following  organizations: 

Halifax  Gay  Health  Association,  c/o 
Gayline,  (902)  423-1389; 

Montreal  AIDS  Research  Committee, 
c/o  Gay  Montreal  Association,  (514) 
933-2395; 

The  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto, 
(416)  926-1626; 

Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  (403) 
424-8361; 

AIDS  Vancouver,  (604)  867-2337. 

Ken  PopertG 

Halifax  show  looks  at 
gay  male  tensions 

HALIFAX  —  The  third  annual  Art  by 
Gay  Men  show  ran  March  12  to  29  at  the 
Centre  for  Art  Tapes.  It  featured  pieces 
by  six  Atlantic  artists. 

In  contrast  to  previous  shows,  this 
year's  show  was  built  around  a  theme: 
"Private  Lives/Public  Spaces."  Robin 
Metcalfe,  one  of  the  exhibit's  organizers 
and  contributors,  said  the  theme  "reflects 
a  common  tension  in  gay  men's  expericn 


ces,  between  'private'  desire  and  percep- 
tions and  their  social  contexts  and 
consequences." 

Metcalfe's  contribution  to  the  show 
was  Reconaissance,  a  series  of  postcards 
and  photographs  with  written  texts.  The 
images  shown  were  of  locations  in  Hali- 
fax such  as  the  public  gardens  and  the 
Lord  Nelson  Hotel;  the  accompanying 
texts  described  the  often  invisible 
presence  of  gay  men  in  public  places  and 
the  dichotomy  of  outdoor  sex,  a  "priv- 
ate" activity  in  a  public  area. 

The  show's  other  organizer,  Jim  Mac- 
Swain,  exhibited  The  Spiral  and  the  Map, 
a  multi-media  piece  comprising  a  map  of 
downtown  Halifax  constructed  from 
found  objects,  a  large  spiral  made  from 
stones  and  a  tape  providing  a  commen- 
tary on  the  work.  The  spiral,  said  Mac- 
Swain  in  the  commentary,  represented  his 
private  life  and  was  a  symbol  for  "the 
processes  that  characterize  both  physical 
growth  and  the  growth  of  understand- 
ing." The  map,  made  from  discarded 
materials  found  on  the  streets  it  repres- 
ents, symbolises  "the  consumer  trap"  of 
the  "economic  slavery  of  patriarchal 
power."  Although  MacSwain  says  gay 
people  do  not  fit  into  consumer  society, 
his  map  contains  a  great  deal  of 
phallic /homoerotic  imagery,  such  as  a 
picture  fo  a  muscular  model,  a  pepperoni 
wrapper,  and  a  top  view  of  the  Columbia 
space  shuttle. 

A  piece  by  Moncton  multi-media  artist 
Guy  Duguay,  Le  Jet  Eternel,  was  one  of 
the  most  commented-on  exhibits  in  the 
show.  It  consisted  of  a  stoneware  body 
cast  of  a  man  from  the  shoulders  to  the 
buttocks,  hung  on  the  wall  with  yellow 
nylon  rope.  Below  this  was  a  porcelain 
vase  shaped  like  a  penis  with  a  spray  of 
white  dried  flowers  emerging  from  it, 
pointing  at  the  buttocks  of  the  stoneware 
cast.  "I  like  this  one,"  said  Duguay.  "I 
keep  it  hanging  over  my  stove  in  the  kit- 
chen. I  toyed  with  the  idea  of  putting  the 
whole  thing  in  a  net,  using  more  ropes 
and  calling  it  The  Fisherman 's  Catch. 
That  way  you'd  get  the  seaman /semen 
pun  too.  But  I  like  it  this  way." 

The  other  artists  whose  work  was  pre- 
sent at  the  opening  were  Ritchie  Doucet, 
who  showed  a  pair  of  acrylic-on-canvas 
paintings  entitled  Washroom  Sex  —  The 
Act  and  Washroom  Sex —  The  After- 
math, and  Dan  Adnerson,  with  a  short 
video  about  image  and  glamour  called 
Les  Belles  Images.  Greg  Wight's  pieces 
Washroom  Diptych  and  Washroom  Trip- 
tych, a  "Photoxerograffiti  series,"  were 
delayed  in  transit,  and  installed  at  the 
show  March  15. 

(GANG)  Robert  StoodleyD 

World  gay  conference 
to  gather  in  Toronto 

From  June  30  to  July  7,  Toronto's  gay 
community  will  host  the  rest  of  the  world 
at  the  Seventh  Annual  Conference  of  the 
International  Association  of  Lesbi- 
ans/Gay Women  and  Gay  Men  (IGA). 
Organizers  expect  delegates  representing 
about  100  gay  groups  in  20  countries  to 
attend  Smashing  Borders  —  Opening 
Spaces  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of 
Toronto  to  discuss  the  on-going  work  of 
the  IGA  and  the  state  of  international  gay 
liberation. 

Founded  in  1979  in  Coventry,  Eng- 
land, the  IGA  coordinates  political  action 
and  disseminates  information.  Its  current 
projects  include  lobbying  the  World 
Health  Organization  to  remove  homosex- 
uality from  its  list  of  diseases  and  work- 
ing with  members  of  Amnesty  Interna- 
tional who  are  trying  to  convince  that  or- 
ganization to  protect  gay  people  in  pris- 


FINECUSTOM  UPHOLSTERY 


mCHA, 


Furniture  Fact  No.  13:  Spring  cleaning  (yech).  Bathe  the 
dog  (the  one  with  four  legs,  luv),  clean  the  carpets. 

and  then...  ah  yes,  the  sofa.  Showing  its  age  now,  is  it? 

That  seat  getting  a  little  worn?(ahem).  Maybe  it's  time  to 

recover.  Recovery  is  our  specialty.  So  is  furniture. 

•  FREE  ESTIMATES  «  10%  GAY  DISCOUNT  « 
•  MEMBER:  TORONTO  LAMBDA  BUSINESS  COUNCIL  • 


Cjforgvm's 


Hair  DesiGn 


LTD 


for  men  and  women 


74  GERRARD  ST.  EAST  (AT  CHURCH) 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  MSB  1G6 

TELEPHONE  591-9200 

20%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD  — 
COLOUR,  STREAKS,  PERMS 
HIGHLIGHTS  AND  HAIRCUTS 

Offer  expires  Aug  1, 1985 


THE  BEST  PLACE 
.     TO  STAY  IN 
BOSTON 

Two  renovated  townhouses 
in  the  heart  of  Boston 

Continental  breakfast  and 

cocktail  set-ups  on  the 

outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 

atmosphere  and  for  less  than 

half  the  major  hotels  Our 

rates: 

$2 9 -$50    Per  ni8ht 

MasterCard,  Visa  and 
American  Express  accepted 
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OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 

617-267-2262 


PARTICIPANTS 
URGENTLY  NEEDED  FOR 

AIDS  STUDY 


Toronto-based  men  who  have  had  sexual 
contact  with  men  ill  with  any  AIDS-related 
condition  (including  persistent  swollen 
lymph  glands)  are  needed  urgently.  Also, 
any  man  ill  with  AIDS  or  an  AIDS-related 
condition  (anywhere  in  the  world)  should 
inform  his  Toronto-based  male  sexual  con- 
tacts of  his  illness  and  of  the  urgent  need  for 
them  to  volunteer  for  this  University  of 
Toronto  study. 
Participation  offers: 

•  ABSOLUTE  CONFIDENTIALITY: 

•  Direct  access  to  professionals 
to  assist  with  any  concerns; 

•  Careful  monitoring  of  health 
with  feedback  of  relevant  findings. 

This  study  will  investigate  why  some  men 
are  more  susceptible  to  AIDS  than  others. 
For  eligibility  or  other  information  don't 
delay! 

PLEASE  CALL  (416)  595-4940 

<MON-FRI9amto6pm) 
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Place 
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Weil-Established 
Esthetician  Salon 

Offering  free  skin  analysis 
and  beaurj  consultation 

for  men  and  women 

1 5  °  o  off  all  beauty  work  with  this  ad 

l  acials  Waxi 

Mild  facelifting  1  arpiercing 

Pedicures  Parrafin  rreatmeni 

Manicures  and  othei  services 
I  yelash  tinting 

Phyllis  Johnson 
74Gcrrard  Street  last 
(at  Church)  591-9200 
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FREEING 
OUR  FILMS 

LESBIANS  &  GAYS  AGAINST  THE  CENSOR  BOARD 


IP 


CHOOSING  CHILDREN 

CANADIAN  PRKMIKRK 
B^  DKBRATHASNOH    AND  KIM  Kl  AUSNKR 
Upbctt  portrait  ot  Icshiiins  who  decide  ii>  have  children  after 
ihc>  a>mc  mil.  The  triumphs  and  inhibitions  ol  becoming 
pregnant,   ihc  roles  ol   lovers,   donors  and   Incndv.   the 
strategies  that  make  i(  work 

TAXIZUMKLO 

BANNED  IN  ONTARIO 
Hi  KRANK  RIPI OH 

Award  winning,  notorious  film  about  a  teacher  (Kiploh)  who 
pursues  a  /cstv  sev-fifc  in  parks  and  washrooms  while  his 
male  lover  dreams  ol  a  monogamous,  tranquil  relationship 
Hilarious,  moving,  explicit  and  fun. 


WITH  SPEAKERS  AND  MARCIA  CANNON  AS  MARY  BROWN' 

A  fundraiser  for  the  International  di>  Avsociition  (  on tr rente  (Julv  1-7  in  toronto).  in  collaboration  with  RITKS  magazine, 
lor  I  esbiM  ft  (la)  I  iberation  and  the  International  I  csbian  and  (lay  History  (  onlerence  Planning  Committee 
(  o-spoHMHTd  b>:  Toronio  Women's  Bookstore.  (Jay  \sians  of  loronio,  Ihc  Bodv  Politic,  /ami.  (Had  Day  Honkshop.  I  ev 
bunandCias  Pride  Das  (  ommittee.  day  sand  I  cshiansai  the  I1  ol  I  .  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Toronto  Rape 
Crisis  ( enire,  I  cminists  Agamsi  ( cnsorship.  the  Right  to  Privacy  ( timmhtec  and  others. 

PrcscwcdaXparttfHXDAYSOFirjEaS^ 

a  festival  of  film  and  video  in  protest  against  ihe  (  ensof  Hoard,  April  21-27.  IW  fiekets    $6.  $4 

Daycare  provided  b>  Men's  cbiUeare  (  olleaiu-  (all  John  al  ^2  vi(>4  hv  April  ]0,  (unemployed,  students,  seniors) 
AImi:  IcshianA  Uiv  Vouih  loronio  presents  KKAMH)  YOITH.  la  British  video  on  gav  youth  thai  uassei/ed  hv  the  (  envoi 
Itoard).  Sunday.  April  21.  X  pm  al   \  Space.  204  Spadina  Ave.  (north  ol  Queen) 

MONDAY  APRIL 22   730 

MEDICAL  SCIENCE  AUDITORIUM-U.  OF  T 

Kings  (  o  I  lege  Circle  (north  of  College,  between  1  rmersitv  and  Si    Ocorge.  opposite  (  onvination  Hall). 


Scott 


LIBERAL 


ST  DAVID 


Ian  Scott  Headquarters 

143  DANFORTH  AVE.(al  Broadview"!  TORONTO  463-6001 

PAID  FOB  BY  DAVID  A   BUBlN   OC    OFFICIAL    AGENT   OF   IAN  SCOT  T 


on,  arguing  that  many  should  be  classi- 
fied as  "prisoners  of  conscience."  The 
Pink  Book,  published  in  1984  in  honour 
of  the  International  Year  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Action,  documented  the  legal  situa- 
tion of  gay  people  in  a  number  of 
countries. 

The  organizing  committee  is  encourag- 
ing the  Canadian  gay  community  at  large 
to  attend  the  conference  as  observers.  A 
lottery,  with  a  trip  for  two  to  San  Fran- 
cisco as  first  prize,  will  raise  money  to 
subsidize  basic  conference  costs  such  as 
facilities,  childcare  and  cultural  events. 
Tickets  sales,  restricted  to  Ontario,  will 
also  help  people  from  the  province's  far 
north  attend  the  conference. 

There  will  be  many  workshops  and 
events  not  directly  related  to  the  business 
of  the  IGA,  giving  delegates  and  observers 
a  chance  to  talk  about  many  common 
concerns  such  as  health,  youth,  aging, 
peace  and  our  sexuality. 

A  festival  of  gay  and  lesbian  culture 
will  go  on  at  the  same  time  as  the  con- 
ference. Toronto  lesbian  playwright  Gay 
Bell's  new  work,  as  yet  untitled,  will 
premiere  with  performances  each  evening 
at  the  Theatre  Centre.  Gallery  940,  the 
Sparkes  Gallery  and  the  Artculture  Re- 
source Centre  are  all  planning  exhibitions 
of  the  visual  arts,  and  Gallery  940  will 
also  sponsor  an  evening  of  lesbian  per- 
formance art  at  the  Rivoli. 

Celebrasian,  Gay  Asian's  popular  an- 
nual show  will  take  place  on  July  6  with 
participation  by  other  groups  as  well. 

Film  writer  Tom  Waugh  will  lecture  at 
A  Space  on  "Porn  and  Gay  Artists," 
with  films  and  screenings  of  several  gay 
and  lesbian  films  and  videos  planned. 

Some  confirmed  films  are:  Keltie's 
Beard  by  Sara  Halprin  (aka  Barbara  Mar- 
tineau);  Silent  Pioneers,  a  film  about  gay 
elders;  Before  Stonewall;  Chant  a" Amour 
by  Jean  Genet;  Lizzie  Borden's  Born  in 
Flames  and  the  Oscar-winning  documen- 
tary, The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk. 

There  will  be  a  chance  to  see  Richard 
Fung's  Orientations  video  and  John 
Greyson's  Jungle  Boy,  a  video  comment- 
ing on  the  St  Catharine's  washroom  raid, 
as  well  as  Framed  Youth,  the  British  gay 
video  seized  by  the  censor  board  in  1984. 


This  sounds  like  a  busy  week  for  every- 
one, and  it  is.  The  organizing  committee 
still  welcomes  volunteers  and  new  ideas. 
For  more  information,  to  register  to  at- 
tend Smashing  Borders  —  Opening  Spa- 
ces, or  to  donate  to  the  travel  assistance 
fund  to  help  Third  World  delegates  at- 
tend, please  write  to  the  IGA  Conference 
Committee,  105  Carlton  St,  4th  floor, 
Toronto,  Ont,  Canada  M5B  1M2.D 

Appeal  falls  short; 
hires  new  director 

Despite  a  successful  telephone  blitz 
toward  the  end  of  its  annual  fundraising 
campaign,  the  Gay  Community  Appeal 
of  Toronto  has  fallen  short  of  its  target  of 
$60,000.  The  1984  campaign  raised  about 
$49,000  for  political,  cultural,  educa- 
tional and  social  service  projects.     , 

Attributing  the  shortfall  in  part  to 
organizational  problems,  the  GCA  board 
of  directors  has  hired  lawyer  Harvey 
Hamburg  as  a  half-time  executive  direc- 
tor for  $1,000  a  month.  Hamburg,  who 
launched  the  GCA  in  1978,  has  main- 
tained contact  with  the  organization  since 
then,  although  his  direct  involvement  has 
varied  over  the  years. 

The  new  executive  director  believes  that 
person-to-person  contact  is  important  in 
getting  out  the  annual  donors  and  other 
contributors,  and  he  feels  such  personal 
contact  was  missing  from  the  early  stages 
of  the  latest  campaign.  He  remains  hope- 
ful that '  'the  methodology  to  get  more 
donors  and  maintain  current  contacts  will 
be  worked  out  to  our  satisfaction." 

Hamburg  will  be  responsible  to  the 
GCA  board.  Board  member  Brian 
McBurney  feels  that  the  addition  of  a 
paid  staff  member  will  ease  the  burden  of 
the  already  overworked  volunteers.  He 
says,  "The  appeal  has  reached  a  stage 
where  more  expertise  is  needed.  To 
enhance  the  process  of  growth  of  the 
GCA,  we  felt  that  a  person  was  needed 
who  has  demonstrated  commitment  with- 
in the  community;  Harvey  Hamburg,  by 
that  token,  has  shown  his  ability  and  his 
talent."  Andrew  LeskD 


GCA  founder,  and  now  director,  Harvey  Hamburg:  proven  ability  and  talent 
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THE  WORLD 

Sydney  overcomes  obstacles  to  put  on  a  party  of  pride  and  strength 

Beating  the  Mardi  Gras  media  bash 


In  the  three  months  that  preceded  the 
1985  Sydney  Gay  Mardi  Gras,  held 
in  February,  Australian  gays  faced 
the  worst  media  bashing  to  date. 
AIDS  first  hit  the  front  pages  with 
the  death  of  three  babies  in  Queensland, 
allegedly  killed  by  the  AIDS  virus  con- 
tracted through  blood  transfusions. 
Headlines  condemned  gays,  and  facts  and 
figures  were  ignored  in  what  became  a 
reckless  attack  on  homosexuals.  The  only 
apparent  victims  of  AIDS  were  those  who 
were  not  gay.  Homosexuals  seemingly  in- 
vited the  disease  and  were  responsible  for 
putting  the  rest  of  society  in  danger. 

The  most  extreme  reactions  came  from 
Queensland,  where  gays  were  character- 
ized as  murderers,  and  where  AIDS  pati- 
ents are  still  at  risk  of  being  classified  as 
criminals.  But  the  media  panic  and  result- 
ing public  fear  drove  gay  morale  to  an  all- 
time  low  elsewhere  as  well.  The  question 
on  everyone's  mind  in  Sydney  — would 
the  Mardi  Gras  go  on? 

Attempts  to  stop  the  parade  and  dance 
were  led  by  the  infamous  Fred  Nile,  head 
of  the  right  wing  group,  the  Festival  of 
Light.  Nile  is  a  much-quoted  personality 
who  attempts  to  govern  the  morals  of 
Australian  society.  Gays  have  been  his 
prime  target  and  the  Mardi  Gras  his  ma- 
jor concern.  Most  reports  of  gay  activities 
in  New  South  Wales  characteristically  in- 
clude statements  by  Nile  —  the  media's 
idea  of  unbiased  reporting.  However, 
Nile's  extreme  views  are  well-known  by 
the  public  and  his  opinion  is  generally  not 
highly  regarded. 

Included  in  those  calling  for  the  can- 
cellation of  the  event  was  Professor 
David  Penington  of  the  National  AIDS 
Task  Force,  a  government  investigating 
group.  Those  demanding  the  end  of  the 
Mardi  Gras  saw  it  as  an  orgiastic  party 
which  would  ultimately  spread  AIDS 
throughout  the  country.  Dr  Penington, 
however,  was  severly  criticized  by  mem- 
bers of  his  own  profession,  the  National 
Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS  and  the 
gay  community,  who  saw  the  Mardi  Gras 
as  an  opportunity  to  educate  gays  about 
safe  sexual  practices,  especially  men  from 
small  communities  where  gay  newspapers 
are  not  available. 

The  dissemination  of  safe  sex  informa- 
tion played  an  important  role  in  this 
year's  Mardi  Gras,  according  to  Don 
Baxter,  a  spokesperson  for  AIDS  Council 
of  New  South  Wales.  Distribution  of 
pamphlets  was  carried  out  widely'during 
this  year's  festival,  which  consisted  of 
numerous  events  over  a  three-week  peri- 
od. Information  booths  were  set  up  at 
several  events,  including  the  party  after 
the  parade. 

There  was  something  for  everyone  dur- 
ing the  three  festival  weeks.  Thirteen 
photographers  were  invited  to  exhibit  in 
various  venues  on  Oxford  Street.  The 
opening  night,  which  included  wine  and 
food,  surprised  the  organizers  with  the 
large  number  of  photography  enthusiasts 
and  even  some  buyers.  Equally  successful 
was  the  art  show,  which  exhibited  a  wide 
variety  of  art  styles  from  professional  and 
amateur  artists.  Drawing  over  three  hun- 
dred spectators,  the  swim  meet  was  an  ex- 
citing and  competitive  event  (also  a 
chance  to  see  some  fine  bodies  in  swim 
trunks),  in  spite  of  calls  from  homophobe 


High  spirits  on  Oxford  Street:-well-known  drag  queen  "Doris  Fish  "  in  Feb  23  parade 


Nile  to  stop  the  event  and  drain  the  pool 
following  what  he  described  as  a  pool 
party  likely  to  spread  AIDS.  He  obviously 
missed  the  meet,  which  was  serious  swim- 
ming, except  for  a  little  entertainment 
from  a  drag  swim  team.  A  film  festival 
featured  gay-theme  films  from  around 
the  world  (though  some  did  not  make 
customs  clearance). 

Organizing  the  festival  was  no  easy 
task,  and  was  fraught  with  problems  and 
obstacles  that  went  beyond  the  media's 
attack.  For  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  Mardi  Gras  parade  it  was  a  fight  each 
step  of  the  way:  a  lost  battle  with  the 
Anglican  church  to  organize  the  parade  in 
Sydney  Square,  which  is  partly  owned  by 
the  church;  a  last  minute  retraction  by  the 
owners  of  the  showgrounds  where  the 
dance  takes  place  following  the  parade;  a 
battle  which  ended  in  the  doubling  of  last 
year's  rental  fees  to  $18,000  and  the  loss 
of  substantial  profits  from  the  bar  due  to 
a  new  licensing  procedure. 

Rumours  within  the  gay  communities 
in  Australia  had  many  convinced  that  the 
Mardi  Gras  was  indeed  to  be  cancelled. 
But  it  was  not.  The  parade  went  on  with 
cheers  of  support  from  the  more  than 
30,000  who  came  to  watch  and  to 
participate. 

The  spirit  on  Oxford  Street  that  night 
of  February  23  was  something  to  behold. 
The  Mardi  Gras'  reputation  as  an  extra- 
vaganza of  colour  and  costume  attracted 
thousands  of  viewers  from  all  walks  of 


life.  Families  with  youngsters  on  parents' 
shoulders;  derelicts  swinging  their  wine 
bottles;  the  young  and  restless  shouting 
cheers  over  their  tins  of  Foster's  lager.  It 
seemed  that  everyone  loved  the  parade 
and  had  come  to  enjoy  the  show.  Local 
bars  provided  music  and  light  shows  on 
the  street  which  was  decorated  with  flags 
bearing  pink  triangles  and  with  colourful 
banners  designed  by  Peter  Tully,  the 
parade's  artistic  director.  It  was  an  event 
that  no  sensible  photographer,  gay  or 
straight,  would  have  missed. 

The  presence  of  the  media  was  every- 
where, with  video  cameras  spotlighting 
floats  and  costumes  and  camera  flashes 
highlighting  the  dancers  like  disco 


strobes.  The  dancing  in  the  street,  which 
continued  into  the  morning  at  the  show- 
grounds, was  a  triumphant  expression  of 
spirit  and  pride,  and  a  joyous  display  of 
political  strength.  Many  were  over- 
whelmed, and  tears  of  happiness  and  re- 
lief were  shed  with  the  realization  that 
Australian  gays  were  now  stronger  than 
ever.  A  black  cloud  had  been  lifted. 

The  parade  made  every  news  broadcast 
the  next  day  and  was  a  front  page  story 
Monday,  February  25,  in  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald.  While  most  coverage 
was  reasonably  unbiased  and  showed  the 
parade  as  it  was,  the  Herald  kept  the 
black  cloud  hanging.  The  headline  story 
by  Jacky  Archer  claimed  a  beer-can  at- 
tack on  the  parade  by  skinheads  and  a 
quote  from  a  police  spokesman  calling 
the  parade  "bloody  disgusting."  It  also 
quoted  this  year's  Mardi  Gras  director, 
Damian  Furlong,  describing  the  people 
with  AIDS  who  watched  the  parade  from 
a  hotel  room  as  "a  roomful  of  Elephant 
Men,"  and  stated  that  the  AIDS  float  con- 
tained men  offering  "safe  sex  for  sale." 

The  article  caused  outrage  within  the 
gay  community  —  as  well  as  within  the 
police  force,  which  claimed  no  such  com- 
ment about  the  parade  had  been  made.  In 
fact,  according  to  organizer  Brian  Hob- 
day, who  acted  as  a  liaison  officer  with 
the  Sydney  police,  the  force  was  very 
pleased  with  the  organization  and  run- 
ning of  the  parade. 

During  the  final  week  of  the  festival,  a 
letter  was  carefully  drafted  by  organizers 
and  sent  to  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald. 
It  pointed  out  the  inaccuracies  of 
Archer's  report  and  asked  for  a  retraction 
from  the  paper.  In  the  early  morning 
hours  following  the  last  and  highly  suc- 
cessful event  of  the  festival,  the  gay  prem- 
iere of  La  Cage  aux  Folles,  there  was  once 
again  celebrating  in  the  streets:  a 
900- word  retraction  had  appeared  in  the 
Herald.  Recounting  the  earlier  report,  it 
said  "  The  Herald  now  believes  that  very 
little  of  this  was  true,' '  and  that  ' '  The 
Herald  has  decided  to  set  out  these  facts 
because  it  is  such  an  exceptional  case. 
Reporting  of  this  kind  has  no  place  in  our 
newspaper....  We  regret  any  damage 
done  to  the  reputation  of  Mr  Furlong  and 
the  Mardi  Gras  committee.  In  this  case 
our  normal  standards  lapsed.  We  have 
taken  steps  to  ensure  that  such  lapses  do 
not  recur." 

With  these  words,  the  1985  Mardi  Gras 
came  to  a  most  successful  conclusion. 
Doug  Grenville 


LA  considers  MacKinnon  porn  bill 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Following  legal  ad- 
vice that  a  proposed  anti-porn  bylaw  is 
probably  unconstitutional,  the  Los  An- 
geles County  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
postponed  making  a  decision  on  institut- 
ing a  new  law  until  sometime  in  July. 

The  law  was  written  by  feminist 
lawyer  Catherine  MacKinnon,  a  visiting 
professor  at  UCLA.  She  drafted  a  similar 
bylaw  for  the  City  of  Minneapolis  when 
she  was  a  visiting  professor  there  last 
year.  Both  proposals  and  similar  ones 
presented  in  other  cities  have  encountered 
opposition  from  anti-censorship  groups 


who  claim  that  the  definition  of  porno- 
graphy offered  is  too  vague.  Even  though 
the  laws  provide  no  "prior  restraint"  of 
material,  the  fear  of  stiff  economic 
penalties  coupled  with  uncertainty  about 
what  is  acceptable  under  the  laws  will 
force  distributors  to  practice  stringent 
sell-censorship.  MacKinnon's  proposed 
law  allows  individual  women  to  by-pass 
the  criminal  courts  and  obscenity  laws 
and  bring  civil  suits  against  the  distrib- 
utors and  makers  of  material  that  ihe\ 
believe  has  caused  (hem  harm. 

Los  Angeles  so  far  has  not  seen  the 
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LIGHTHOUS  E     COURT 


/ 

^k    ■»■ 

\ 


An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments,  suites,  rooms  and 
cottages  with  private  guest  accommodations.  Pool,  Jacuzzi,  Health 
Club,  Restaurant  and  Bar.   Across  from  the  Hemingway  House. 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  294-9588 


The  heart  of  New  York 
at  the  height  of  the  Season! 

BEKEEEEEEEE 


The  River  Hotel 
for  comfort,  privacy,  luxury 
and  all  that  Greenwich  Village 
has  to  offer. 


is! 


THE  RIVER  HOTEL 

180  Christopher  Street,        New  York,  NY  10014 

1800)437-7017  (Toll  Freei  (212)206-1020 

All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


Stay  Informed 
About  Issues 
Affecting  You 


"The  gay 
movement's 
newspaper 
of  record. 

—  The  Village  Voice 


In  times  such  as  these,  issues  such  as  the 
direction  which  our  movement  takes,  its 
actions  and  reactions,  who  makes  the 
decisions,  and  for  what  reasons,  are 
critical.  For  over  ten  years  Gay 
Community  News  has  been  dedicated  to 
the  principle  that  an  informed  community 
is  our  greatest  asset. 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News.  DS29.00  for  50  issues  (1  year)   C$17.50  for  25  weeks  D12 
week  introductory  offer — $7.00. 


Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


Please  send  check  or  money  order  lo  'Gay  Community  Sews,  Suite  503,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

i,a\  Community  Vews  is  published  by  the  non-profit  Bromfield  street  Educational  foundation.  All  subscriptions  are  sent  in 
plain,  sealed  envelopes. 


The  Griffon  Arms 

is  pleased  to  announce 

the  opening  of  our 
exciting  new  piano  bar 


Join  us  upstairs 
for  cocktails 

5pm  to  lam 
Monday-Saturday 

(opening  May  85) 


(Sriffrm 


il«!irc 


Ilining  ^lounge 
Good  food...  friendly  atmosphere 

Don't  miss  our  Sunday  Brunch. 

117  Dundas  St.  E.  (near  Church)  365-9825 
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kind  of  debates  that  have  occurred  in 
other  cities  where  the  law  has  been  pro- 
posed. In  Suffolk  County,  Long  Island, 
for  example,  busloads  of  right-wing  fun- 
damentalist Christians  attended  hearings 
when  the  bill  was  presented  by  legislator 
Michael  D'Andre.  D'Andre  claimed  his 
version  of  the  bill  would  outlaw  sodomy 
and  strengthen  the  American  family. 
Los  Angeles  County  did  hold  public 


hearings  about  the  bill  when  it  was  pro- 
posed by  the  LA  County  Commission  on 
the  Status  of  Women.  The  Feminists 
Against  Censorship  Task  Force  did  not 
hear  about  the  proposed  law  until  an 
editorial  about  it  appeared  in  an  LA 
paper.  Betty  Brooks,  of  FACT-LA,  and 
Clair  Peterson  of  A  Different  Light,  a 
gay  bookstore,  spoke  with  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  against  the  law,  and 


MacKinnon,  attorney  Gloria  Aired  and 
film  director  Peter  Bogdanovich  testified 
in  favour  of  the  law. 

LA  County  Council  has  commissioned 
a  report  on  the  law  which  they  will  con- 
sider in  four  months.  Peterson  told  TBP 
that  "no  one  (on  Council)  seemed  terribly 
supportive  of  it  (the  law),' '  but  "no  one 
wants  to  say  they're  for  violence  against 
women  ."D 


Tests  show  virus  common,  long-established,  in  Africa 


Belgian  and  American  scientists  have 
begun  research  on  AIDS  in  Zaire  (former- 
ly Belgian  Congo),  and  the  US  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  has  agreed  that  only 
the  Zairean  Ministry  of  Public  Health  will 
be  authorized  to  discuss  the  results. 

"This  is  a  sensitive  issue  to  the  Zair- 
eans,"  said  a  Kinshasa  diplomat.  "They 
don't  want  to  be  identified  as  the  source 
of  AIDS." 

The  British  medical  journal  Lancet 
reported  last  summer  that  one  study 
showed  the  rate  of  incidence  of  AIDS  in 
the  Zairean  capital  of  Kinshasa  may  ex- 
ceed that  of  San  Francisco  and  New 
York.  Another  study  of  several  hundred 
hospitalized  people  from  the  country's 
eastern  provinces  found  that  12  percent 
of  the  patients  had  AIDS- virus  antibodies. 

Speculation  on  an  African  origin  for 
AIDS  began  in  Belgium,  where  85  percent 
of  AIDS  cases  are  heterosexual  Africans 
from  the  former  Belgian  colonies,  and  a 
further  10  per  cent  are  Europeans  who 
had  heterosexual  sex  with  Africans.  Bel- 
gian cases  are  almost  equally  divided  be- 
tween men  and  women.  Only  5  percent  of 
Belgian  AIDS  cases  are  gay.  In  Africa  as 
well,  AIDS  seems  to  strike  men  and 
women  in  roughly  equal  proportions  and 
it  is  not  associated  with  homosexuality  or 
the  use  of  intravenous  drugs. 

More  evidence  emerged  early  this  year 
when  Robert  Gallo  at  the  National  Can- 
cer Institute  tested  blood  samples  collect- 
ed from  Ugandan  children  nearly  twenty 
years  ago.  More  than  50  percent  of  the 
samples  had  evidence  of  exposure  to 
AIDS.  The  samples  were  originally  taken 
for  research  into  the  cause  of  a  high  inci- 
dence of  lymphatic  cancer  among  the 
area's  children.  Kaposi's  sarcoma,  a  skin 
cancer  associated  with  American  AIDS,  is 
also  endemic  to  the  region. 

Gallo  has  concluded  that  the  AIDS 
virus  has  been  present  in  Central  Africa 
for  years,  but  recently  underwent  a  trans- 
formation that  increased  its  capacity  to 
cause  disease.  The  idea  that  the  virus  may 
be  undergoing  change  is  reinforced  by 
findings  that  significant  differences  exist 
between  the  virus  present  in  patients  in 
New  York  and  Haiti. 

If  AIDS  originated  in  Africa,  it  prob- 
ably crossed  the  Atlantic  through  blood 
purchased  to  supplement  the  American 
blood  supply,  suggests  Dr  Peter  Jones, 
director  of  the  Hemophilia  Centre  at  Brit- 
ain's Royal  Victoria  Infirmary.  The  US 
imported  blood  from  Zaire,  Ghana,  the 
Ivory  Coast  and  Haiti  during  the  70's. 
"These  facts  suggest  that  the  disease  was 
introduced  into  the  US  not  by  sexual 
transmission,  but  via  plasma  obtained  in 
endemic  areas,"  said  Jones  in  the  Lancet. 
"The  exposure  of  a  population  (gay  men) 
with  no  natural  resistance  to  the  virus  and 
with  a  proclivity  for  promiscuity  resulted 
in  spread." 

In  Europe,  Holland  is  emerging  as  a 
model  country  for  its  social  policy  toward 
AIDS.  Long  before  the  situation  could  be 
called  critical,  the  Dutch  health  ministry 
invited  all  the  AIDS  care  and  AIDS  risk 
groups  to  a  conference  where,  in  informal 


discussion,  a  plan  was  drawn  up  calling 
.for  cooperative,  coordinated  effort  under 
the  ministry's  direction.  Included  were 
gay  organizations,  drug  addiction  coun- 
sellors, virologists  and  epidemiologists. 
Hemophiliacs,  VD  clinic  personnel,  clin- 
ics treating  AIDS  patients  and  health  offi- 
cials from  the  local  and  national  levels  are 
all  part  of  this  coordinated  effort.  The 
approximately  20  different  groups  meet 
for  mutual  information  sessions.  They 
also  collaborate  in  the  preparation  of 
press  releases  and  in  determining  what  the 
next  action  will  be  in  the  fight  against  the 
disease.  A  seven-member  executive  com- 
mittee carries  out  the  decisions  of  the  lar- 
ger coordinating  group.  This  committee 
always  includes  a  member  from  the  gay 
doctors'  organization,  and  from  the 
Dutch  gay  group  COC  (which  had  its  first 
AIDS  information  pamphlet  in  circulation 
in  1983,  when  only  13  cases  had  been 
reported  to  health  officials).  Committee 
chairman  is  a  gay  doctor,  Jan  van  Wijn- 
gaarden,  appointed  by  the  health  ministry 
to  direct  the  coordinated  effort. 

Because  of  this  structure,  Van  Wijn- 
gaarden  thinks  that  AIDS  squabbles  of 
the  sort  seen  in  other  countries  have  been 
avoided  in  the  Netherlands. 

The  Dutch  AIDS  fight  has  few  financial 
problems,  either.  So  far,  if  research 
grants  are  included,  the  government  has 
made  around  2.5  million  dollars  available 
for  the  fight.  COC  and  the  gay  doctors 
alone  have  received  a  quarter  million  dol- 
lars for  the  production  of  leaflets  aimed 


at  gay  readers.  This  means  that  Holland  is 
providing  more  than  any  other  Western 
Eurpean  country  for  the  fight  against 
AIDS.  As  a  comparison,  in  1985,  econom- 
ically stronger  West  Germany  will  spend 
one  million  dollars,  all  for  research. 

In  contrast  to  Germany,  there  are  no 
Dutch  proposals  to  pass  restrictive  laws, 
enforce  reporting  of  AIDS  cases  or  to 
close  the  baths. 

Meanwhile  AIDS  backlash  continues  to 
mount  in  other  areas.  While  the  San 
Francisco  crime  rate  declined  by  10  per- 
cent over  1984,  assaults  on  gay  men  in- 
creased 16  percent,  according  to  the  mon- 
itoring group  Community  United  Against 
Violence.  The  group  estimated  that  at 
least  half  the  assaults  are  AIDS-related  — 
either  the  victim  was  obviously  suffering 
from  AIDS  or  the  assailant  shouted  slurs 
about  the  disease.  Complaints  of  housing 
and  employment  discrimination  against 
gay  men  have  also  increased  by  41  percent 
from  1983  to  1984. 

In  Britain  headlines  such  as  "Vicar  says 
AIDS  is  wrath  of  God,"  "Beer  Mugs  May 
Spread  the  Disease,"  and  "BBC  Let  AIDS 
Man  Keep  On  Working"  have  drawn 
readers'  attention  to  articles  calling  for 
prison  sentences  for  gay  blood  donors, 
firing  of  gay  people  in  "sensitive  appoint- 
ments" and  the  banning  of  gay  people 
from  pubs.  Local  magistrates  have  been 
granted  the  power  to  quarantine  AIDS  pa- 
tients and  to  prevent  relatives  of  persons 
who  have  died  from  AIDS  from  reclaim- 
ing the  bodies.  □ 


Matlovich  moves  in  on  the  baths 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  This  city's  ma- 
jor gay  political  groups  are  trying  to 
block  an  initiative,  proposed  by  former 
gay  rights  hero  and  Air  Force  Sergeant 
Leonard  Matlovich,  that  would  cause  a 
city-wide  referendum  on  the  question  of 
banning  sex  in  local  gay  bathhouses. 

Matlovich  said  he  introduced  the  in- 
itiative because  he  feels  the  community 
and  the  district  government  have  failed  to 
take  adequate  steps  to  curtail  the  spread 
of  AIDS. 

Matlovich  first  gained  notoriety  in  an 
early  gay  rights  case  in  1975  when,  as  a 
respected  Air  Force  sergeant  who  was 
discharged  from  service,  he  sued  the  US 
government.  He  resurfaced  briefly  during 
the  1984  US  elections  when  he  tried  to 
organize  a  fund  of  gay  money  to  support 
the  election  of  Ronald  Reagan  and  other 
conservative  politicians. 

As  for  his  initiative  to  get  the  bath 
closure  issue  decided  in  a  referendum,  he 
is  being  opposed  by  gay  Democratic 
groups,  the  DC  Coalition  of  Black  Gay 
Men  and  Women  and  officials  from  the 
Whitman  Walker  clinic,  which  provides 
health  services  to  Washington's  gay  com- 
munity. The  opposing  groups  insist  the 
initiative  would  do  little  to  curtail  AIDS 
and  would  enable  homophobic  groups  to 
wage  an  inflammatory  election  campaign 
targetling  the  gay  community. 


Plans  to  have  sex  businesses  distribute 
a  fact  sheet  on  risk  reduction,  to  post 
safe-sex  signs  and  to  distribute  condoms 

Matlovich:  putting  the  baths  on  the  ballot 


are  already  underway,  according  to  Whit- 
man Walker  Clinic  chairperson  Dale  Cun- 
ningham, who  denied  that  the  commun- 
ity and  the  medical  establishment  were 
failing  to  deal  with  AIDS. 

DC  activist  Frank  Kamemy  mentioned 
that  Washington's  sodomy  law  already 
prohibits  sex  in  baths,  or  any  other  place, 
between  members  of  the  same  sex. 

Lawrence  Washington,  of  the  DC  Co- 
alition of  Black  Gay  Men  and  Women, 
feared  an  especially  strong  backlash 
against  black  gays  if  the  initiative  made  it 
to  the  ballot  box.  Black  gays  might  be  in 
for  a  tougher  time,  he  said,  since  they 
can't  afford  to  move  into  predominantly 
gay  neighbourhoods  and  are,  therefore, 
more  tied  to  the  straight  community. 
Washington  is  a  highly  segregated  city 
and  a  large  majority  of  its  population  is 
black.  □ 

High  court  cuts  into 
Oklahoma  school  law 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  this 
country's  highest  level  legal  decision  on 
gay  rights  to  date,  the  US  Supreme 
Court  has  confirmed  that  Oklahoma's 
anti-gay  Helms  Act  is,  in  part,  un- 
constitutional. 

The  March  26  decision  was  a  4  to  4  tie. 
Under  Supreme  Court  rules,  the  tie  up- 
holds the  decision  of  the  lower  10th  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Appeals,  which  said  sec- 
tions of  the  act,  ordering  the  dismissal  of 
teachers  who  "advocate  or  encourage" 
homosexuality,  violate  First  Amend- 
ment guarantees  of  speech. 

The  legislation  was  enacted  in  1978, 
during  Anita  Bryant's  "Save  Our  Chil- 
dren" campaign.  The  National  Gay 
Task  Force  has  been  fighting  the  bill  in 
court  since  1981,  when  it  became  clear 
that  no  Oklahoma  teacher  could  be 
found  who  was  willing  to  risk  his  or  her 
career  by  challenging  the  law. 

The  Task  Force  believes  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  affirms  that  gay  people 
have  the  same  guarantee  of  free  speech 
as  other  Americans.  However,  Larry 
Lewis,  an  attorney  who  defended  the  bill 
for  Oklahoma  City's  board  of  educa- 
tion, said  he's  "quite  sure  that  what  will 
happen  is  that  the  legislature  will  simply 
seek  to  pass  a  new  law." 

The  lower  court  upheld  the  part  of  the 
Helms  Act  that  called  for  the  dismissal 
of  teachers  who  engage  in  "public" 
homosexual  activity.  That  decision  was 
not  challenged  and,  therefore,  was  not 
part  of  the  Supreme  Court  case.  □ 

US  turns  blind  eye 
to  Marielito  closets 

NEW  YORK  —  United  States  immigra- 
tion officials  have  decided  that  approx- 
imately 20,000  gay  Cuban  refugees  who 
entered  the  country  during  the  famous 
Mariel  boatlift  in  1980  will  not  be 
deported  from  the  US  —  unless  they  are 
out  of  the  closet. 

A  number  of  Cubans  identified  them- 
selves as  gay  upon  arrival  in  the  US,  un- 
aware that  American  immigration  laws 
forbid  the  entry  of  homosexuals.  Since 
the  US  government  is  at  last  Irving  to 
"normalize"  the  status  of  such  refugees 
and  has  already  returned  some  "undesir- 
ables," gay  organizations  have  feared 
mass  deportation  of  Cuban  gays. 

In  a  letter  to  the  National  Gay  Task 
I  OTce  and  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lob- 
by, immigration  official  Michael  Miller 
Stated,  "This  service  realizes  that  due  to  ■ 
variety  ol  reasons  some  'MarieUtos'  were 
erroneously  identified  as  being  homoSCX 


HE  BODY  POLITIC  1     MAY  1985       21 


Classical 
Tour  of 


Professor  John  MacGregor, 

Ph.D.,  lecturer  in  Far  Eastern  art 

and  archeology  at  the  Ontario 

College  of  Art,  on  an  exciting, 

exotic  and  deluxe  22  day 

CLASSICAL  TOUR  OF 

CHINA.  JULY 27, 1985 

Visiting:  Hong  Kong,  Beijing, 
Jinan,  Qufu,  Shanghai, 
Luoyang,  Xian,  Changsha, 
Canton. 

Inclusive  Price:  including  airfare 
from  San  Francisco,  $4,190.00 
per  person. 

For  those  registered  on  the 
tour,  Dr.  MacGregor  will  give  a 
series  of  5  lectures  during  the 
month  of  June. 


A  Princeton  University  trained 
art-historian,  Dr.  MacGregor  has 
devoted  his  life  to  the  study  of 
the  Chinese  people  and  their  art. 
Fluent  in  Chinese  (Mandarin), 
and  a  specialist  in  the  history  of 
Chinese  painting,  he  prides 
himself  on  his  ability  to  share  his 
enthusiasm  for  Chinese  land- 
scapes, thought  and  culture  with 
the  non-specialist.  His  presence 
on  the  tour  and  his  pre-dinner 
talks  about  the  sites  to  be  visited, 
will  ensure  an  experience  of 
China  which  is  out  of  the  ordin- 
ary, and  an  introduction  to  the 
history  and  archeology  of  China 
which  will  linger  in  the  mind  long 
after  your  trip  is  over. 

For  reservations  and  detailed 
itinerary,  Please  call  or  write: 
Mr.  Ted  Tidey 


China 


CONFERENCE  TRA  VEL  OF 
CANADA  INC 

102  Bloor  Street  West,  Suite  620 

Toronto,  Ontario.  M5S  IMS 

Phone:  (416)922-8161 


If  you  can't 
be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country. . . 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  host  to  give  his 
uuests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — and 
always  a  host  who  knows  a  thing  or 
two  about  making  you  welcome. 

A  unique,  private  and  informal 
home  for  those  who  like  comfort, 
but  prefer  not  to  pay  luxury  prices. 
100K  north-west  of  Toronto. 
We'll  be  glad  to  send  further  intor- 
mation.  /  ¥A 


w&x 


Rill  House  Farm 

Creemore,  Ontario 

416-231-7650 


340  Somerset  W.,  Ottawa 


W 

Welcomes  all  gay  visitors  to  Ottawa 

-WJ 


I 


HfV,. 


U^-viting! 


Wind  CL  fumes 


i 


^  A  special 

Guest  House 

especially 

for  you. 

Near  San  Juan's 
Condado  Beach. 


Call  or  write  for  information 

53  TAR  •  SAN  JUAN,  P  R  00911 

809-727-4153 


CHANDLER  INN 


Inn  Town  Bed  &  Breakfast 

A  favorite  European  tradition  hastinally 
arrived  in  Boston  .  the  Chandler  Inn.  A 
Bed  &  Breakfast  hotel  located  in  the  hearl 
of  the  city.  .  the  perfect  option  for  a  trav- 
eler seeking  a  small,  friendly  spol  at  an 
affordable  price  Our  5b  newly  relur; 
bished,  contemporary  rooms  are  equipped 
with  private  bath, 'color  television,  and 
direct  dial  telephone 

tn|oy  Boston  the  ^♦•'expensive  way. 


Rates:  $48.  single/$58.double 
Includes  continental  breakfast 


26  Chandler  at  Berkeley,  Boston  MA  02116 
(617)  482-3450 


UNDER   THE  CHANDLER 

26 Chmdler.it  Berkeley,  Boston  MA  021  If, 


'4<MahfovUri(  fo*-~ 


BOSTON 
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ual  during  initial  interviews....  Informa- 
tion contained  in  (immigration)  records, 
although  given  consideration,  will  not  be 
the  sole  basis  to  deny  an  alien's  applica- 
tion for  adjustment  of  status,  nor  will  ex- 
traneous documents  or  statements  made 
by  other  persons.  No  alien  will  be  consid- 
ered ineligible  for  adjustment  of  status  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  preference  unless 
he/she  makes  or  has  made  for  the  record 
an  unequivocable,  unambiguous  declara- 
tion that  he/she  is  a  homosexual." 

The  two  gay  groups  continue  to  en- 
courage Marielitos  to  participate  in  the 
current  immigration  service  drive  to  "ad- 
just" their  status  but  urges  them  "to  be 
discreet." 

"As  abhorrent  as  this  policy  may  be," 
said  NGTF  spokesperson  Jeff  Levi,  "at 
least  it  allows  most  gays  to  enter  the 
US."D 

National  federation, 
CP  backing  in  Italy 

ROME  —  The  recent  election  of  Nichi 
Vendola,  a  26-year-old  gay  militant,  as 
head  of  the  Italian  Young  Communist 
Federation,  and  the  formation  of  Italy's 
first  national  coalition  of  gay  organiza- 
tions March  3,  illustrate  the  growing 
strength  and  acceptance  of  this  country's 
lesbian  and  gay  movement. 

Vendola's  election  to  head  the  youth 
group  of  the  Italian  Communist  Party  is 
only  one  example  of  the  party's  new  op- 
enness toward  the  gay  movement.  The 
Communist  mayor  of  Bologna  has  of- 
fered municipal  space  to  house  that  city's 
new  gay  centre.  Giovanni  Berlinguer,  re- 
gional secretary  of  the  area  around  Rome 
and  brother  of  a  former  party  leader, 
recently  gave  a  major  interview  to  Italy's 
leading  gay  magazine,  Babilonia.  Berlin- 
guer recognized  the  party's  past  errors  in 
relation  to  the  gay  movement  and  stressed 
the  support  which  the  Communists  are 
presently  giving  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
different  municipalities. 

The  new,  5,000-member-strong  Na- 
tional Federation  plans  to  pressure  the 
government  to  repeal  new  "sexual  vio- 
lence" legislation  which  prohibits  sexual 
activity  for  those  under  14  years  of  age. 
The  organization  will  also  coordinate 
cultural  events  and  plan  the  yearly  gay 
summer  camp,  which  has  traditionally 
been  held  on  the  country's  southern 
coasts  to  raise  money  to  support 


Coming 
events 


•  Gay  Fathers  Coalition  Interna- 
tional World  Conference,  '85.  Los 
Angeles,  California,  May  31-June  2. 
To  register,  write  GFCI  Conference 
Organizing  Committee,  7985  Santa 
Monica  Blvd.  Suite  109-346,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90046,  or  call  (213) 
871-1575. 

•  Women's  Motorcycle  Festival  '85. 
Near  Watkin's  Glen,  NY  August 
23-26.  Early  registration  closes  May 
31.  Final  registration  deadline,  July  31. 
Write  WMF  '85,  7  Lent  Ave,  LeRoy, 
NY  14482,  or  call  (716)  768-6054. 

•  Second  International  Gay  Youth 
Congress.  Dublin,  June  30-July  6.  For 
more  information,  contact:  Gay 
Youth  Congress  Committee,  National 
Gay  Federation,  Hirschficld  Centre, 
10  Upper  Fownes  St,  Dublin  2, 
Republic  of  Ireland. 


Babilonia. 

The  strategy  of  an  independent  nation- 
al gay  federation  is  a  new  one  for  Italy, 
where  gay  politics  has  been  dominated 
for  the  last  decade  by  the  now-defunct 
FUORI,  which  was  affiliated  with  the 
Radical  Party,  and  several  "spontaneist" 
or  anarchist  groups  with  local  followings 
but  no  national  strategy  or  organization.  □ 

Military  fights  ban  on 
biased  recruitment 

PHILADELPHIA  —The  US  govern- 
ment and  Temple  University  are  fighting 
to  overturn  a  ruling  that  bars  military 
recruiters  from  the  Temple  University 
Law  School  Placement  Office. 

The  Philadelphia  Commission  on  Hu- 
man Relations  ruled  February  15  that  re- 
cruitment at  the  law  school  violates  the 
gay  rights  provision  of  the  city's  Fair 
Practices  Act.  Three  gay  law  students 
filed  the  complaint  against  the  military  in 
November  1982.  Its  success  could  sub- 
stantially interfere  with  recruiting  efforts 
in  Philadelphia  by  prohibiting  the  US 
armed  forces  from  interviewing  students 
at  more  than  20  city  colleges  and 
universities. 

Philadelphia  City  Council  member 
Brian  O'Neill  has  introduced  a  bill  which 
would  amend  the  Fair  Practices  Act  and 
make  it  legal  for  any  institution  or  person 
"acting  on  behalf  of  the  armed  forces  to 
reject  an  individual  from  eligibility  for 
service"  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion. The  bill  would  also  allow  inquiries 
into  an  individual's  sexual  orientation. 

A  complaint  similar  to  the  one  that 
banned  the  military  from  Temple  has  now 
been  laid  by  lesbian  and  gay  students  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  against 
on-campus  military  recruitment  at  that 
institution.  □ 

Latin  American  crisis 
sinks,  spawns  groups 

Lesbian  and  gay  organizations  in  Latin 
America  experienced  difficult  times  dur- 
ing 1984,  yet  new  movements  and  initia- 
tives have  sprung  up  in  several  countries. 

Latin  America's  two  leading  gay  publi- 
cations, Venezuela's  Entendido  and  Co- 
lombia's Ventana  Gay,  both  disappeared 
due  to  financial  problems  last  year.  Polit- 
ical and  financial  crises  also  led  to  the 
closing  of  the  Mexico  City  office  of 
Grupo  Lambda. 

In  Argentina,  however,  the  movement 
has  been  developing  rapidly  since  the  fall 
of  the  dictatorship,  and  three  new  publi- 
cations, Postdata,  Sodoma ,  and  Boletin 
are  being  published  in  Buenos  Aires.  In 
Salvador  de  Bahia,  the  Brazilian  Grupo 
Libertario  Homosexual  has  launched  its 
new  publication  Amazonas,  and  two  new 
underground  papers  Life  Gay  and  Diosa 
have  appeared  in  Uruguay  with  the  weak- 
ening of  that  country's  military  dictator- 
ship. Brazil's  first  group  for  black  gays, 
Grupo  Ade  Dudu,  has  also  been  formed 
in  El  Salvador. 

The  Houston  publication  Paz  y  Libera- 
tion also  reports  new  organizing  initia- 
tives in  India,  Lebanon,  Malaysia,  Singa- 
pore and  Southern  Africa.  For  more  in- 
formation and  addresses,  write  Pazy 
Liberation,  Box  600063,  Houston  TX 
77260,  USA.  □ 

World  news  credits 

Bay   \rea  Reportti  (San  I  randaco),  Cat  PiadtParis), 
(.i/i  ( immunity  Newt  (Boston),  Homophonies 
(Pari  i.  YG77  \nmv»  Yatk),  Paz  y  Liberation 
i  Houston),  Philadelphia  Caj  Slews  (Philadelphia), 

wu/r  (Berlin),  in  V (Miami),  The  Washington 
BAxdr (Washington,  I K  i.  lohn  I  ergus  i  Poronio) 


SanJuan    

Guesthouse  Getaway 


Summer  or  winter,  Puerto  Rico  is  a  paradise  of  brilliant  sunshi- 
ne and  cooling  breezes.  Beaches,  mountains,  nightlife  —  something 
for  everyone. 

■  3-night  package  (or  stay  as  long  as  you  like): 
$71.50  per  person  double  occupancy 

■  $20.00  per  person  each  additional  night 
$101.50  single  occupancy 

■  $30.00  each  additional  night 

Prices  include  accommodation,  Continental  breakfast  daily,  Wel- 
come Drink,  tour  of  Puerto  Rico's  famous  Rain  Forest,  guest  privile- 
ges at  each  of  the  participating  guesthouses  &  discounts  at  certain 
San  Juan  restaurants.  Not  included:  air  fare,  Government  hotel  tax, 
service  charges  or  energy  surcharge  if  air-conditioning  is  used  (op- 
tional). 

Prices  apply  from  April  15  to  Dec.  15,  1985.  For  more  details, 
see  your  travel  agent  or  write  any  of  the  guesthouses.  Reduced  air 
fares  from  major  cities  apply  to  these  packages. 


house 


1957       Calle       Italia/Ocean 
Park/San  Juan,  P.R.  0091 1 
Tels.  (809)  727-5482/727-4495 
Telex:  3252030  Safari  Code  BH 
IT5AAISJBH 


III 
ON  THE  BEACH 

1   Atlantic  Place,  off  McLeary 
Ave.,  San  Juan.  PR.  0091 1 
Tels.  (809)  728-0855/728-  5925 
Telex:  3252030  Safari  Code  LU 
IT5AAISJLH 


Ocean  Park.  San  Juan.  Puerto 

Kir<>0091  1 

Tels.  (8091  726-5010    727-96*7 

Telex:  ITT  3450547 

IT5AAISJNU 


ekPRflDOinn 

AND 
APARTMENTS 

1350  Calle  Luchetti,  Condado. 

San  Juan.  P.R.  00907 

Tels.  (809)  728-5925  728-0855 

Telex:  3252030  Safari  Code  LP 

IT5AAISJEP 


ON  THE  BEACH 

No.  2  Almendro  St.,  Punta  Las 
Marias.  San  Juan.  P.R.  00913 
Tels.  (809)  726-0445    728-5383 
Telex:  3252030  Safari 
IT5AAISJSG 


53  Taft  San  .Juan.  Puerto  Rico 

00911 

Tels.  (809)727-4153    727  2267 

Telex:  3252030  Safari  Code  WC 

[T5AAISJWC 
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TBP'S  GUIDE  TO  WHAT'S  ON  IN  7 


MUSIC 

SONJA  MILLS 


Roxy's  Music.  The  tiny  bistro  in  the  base- 
mew  (but  it's  a  very  elegant  basement)  pre- 
sents David  Ramvden  every  Friday  night  and 
David  Sereda  e\ery  Saturday  for  two  shows  at 
10  pm  and  midnight.  Roxy's,  9A  Charles  St  W. 
924-5373. 

K  D  l.ang,  the  crew-cut  country  girl  from 
Alberta,  plays  Albert's  Hall  Apr  22-27.  481 
Bloor  St  W.  964-2242. 

Diamanda  Galas,  the  bizarre  electroshock 
diva  from  San  Diego  comes  to  Toronto  for  one 
show  only,  Tues,  Apr  23.  Tickets:  $10  at  Rec- 
ords on  Wheels,  Record  Peddler  and  The  Fies- 
ta Restaurant.  Formal  dress  optional.  The 
Diamond  Club,  410  Sherbourne  St.  927-9010. 

The  CFNY  I  -know  Awards.  The  people's 
Junos,  now  gone  big-time  and  to  be  renamed 
this  year  (it  was  a  contest....)  At  the  Metro 
Convention  Centre,  Wed,  Apr  24.  Tickets  are 
$55  from  BASS  or  the  Convention  Centre. 

I.inda  Tiller)  and  her  band,  presented  by 
Womynly  Way  Productions,  Sat,  Apr  27. 
Tickets:  $7.50  in  advance,  $8.50  at  the  door. 
Innis  Town  Hall,  2  Sussex  (at  St  George). 
925-6568. 

Stephen  Roseland  plays  Sunday  Brunch,  1-4 
pm,  Apr  28,  May  12  and  May  26,  at  Chez  Moi 
Restaurant,  30  Hayden  St.  921-5566. 

Brattv  initiates  a  new  guitar  player  into  the 
band  Thurs,  May  2  —  Ken  Myhr  (formerly  of 
the  Jane  Siberry  Band).  The  Horseshoe  Tav- 
ern, 368  Queen  St  W.  368-0838. 

Scot!  Wilkinson  performs  a  classical  guitar 
recital  with  works  by  Tedesco,  Benjamin  Brit- 
ten, De  Fossa,  and  Manuel  De  Falla.  Admis- 
sion is  free.  Fri,  May  3,  8: 1 5  pm  at  Walter 
Hall,  Fdward  Johnson  Bldg,  U  of  T 

General  Public,  formerly  The  English  Beat, 
with  cute  recent  come-out  Dave  Wakeling,  at 
Massey  Hall  May  3  &4.  Tickets:  $16.50& 
$15.50 at  BASS. 

The  John  Giorno  Band.  Sat,  May  4  at  the 
Diamond  Club.  See  story,  page  27. 

\nne  Murray  at  the  O'Keefe  Centre,  May 
6-12.  Yongeand  Front  Streets.  Tickets  $15-30, 
available  at  O'Keefe  box  office,  all  Ticketron 
outlets,  or  call  766-3271. 

krankie  Goes  To  Hollywood.  Frankie's  May 
14  concert  at  Massey  Hall  was  sold  out  only  a 
few  hours  after  tickets  went  on  sale.  Call  your 
neighbourhood  scalper. 

ART 

IAN  THOM 

The  1984  Miss  General  Idea  Pavilion.  Art, 

artifacts  and  documentation  of  General  Idea's 
long-running  project.  Promises  to  be  witty,  ir- 
reverent and  good.  Apr  26-Jun  23,  Art  Gallery 
of  Ontario,  317  Dundas  St  W.  977-0414. 

Robert  Flack.  "Heavy  Vibes,"  to  April  27  at 
YYZ,  1 16  Spadina  Ave,  2nd  floor.  968-6692. 

Stella  Kyriakakis,  "The  first  time  I  saw 
Johnny...  and  other  stories."  at  Gallery  940, 
940  Queen  St  E.  Call  Nina  Forte  at  466-2030. 

(  harles  Katz  exhibits  his  paintings  at  Ber- 
sani  &  Carlevale,  595  Bay  St.  595-0881 . 

Kathleen  Peer,  "Site  Unseen,"  to  April  28  at 
Sparkes  Gallery,  1 1 14  Queen  St  W.  531-1243. 

Jane  Turnbull,  a  Stratford  artist,  exhibits  at 
Nancy  Poole's  Studio  through  May  1.16  Haz- 
elton  Ave.  964-9050. 

Kemfest  '85,  a  festival  of  women's  art,  May 
1-25.  See  preview  page  29. 

I  nparallel  Views,  a  presentation  of  Branch- 
ing Out  Lesbian  Productions.  The  exhibition 
presents  multi-media  works  by  lesbian  artists, 
from  May  3  to  May  30.  Everyone  is  welcome 
to  attend  the  opening  on  May  3  at  8  pm. 


•  THE  1985  U-KNOW  AWARDS  • 
PAUL  SHAFFER  •  CAROLE  POPE  •  WED  APR  24 


Sparkes  Gallery,  1 1 14  Queen  St  W.  531-1243. 

I  Photographs  by  Women,  a  group  show  at 
Gallery  76  to  May  4.  76  McCaul  St.  977-53 1 1 . 

Toronto  Photographers  Workshop. 
Members'  exhibition,  including  works  by  Viv 
Carson  and  David  Rasmus.  The  Photography 
Gallery,  Harbourfront,  235  Queen's  Quay,  to 
May  12. 

Stuart  Graham.  A  new  exhibition  of  studies 
of  the  male  figure,  including  drawings  and 
paintings.  May  5-19  at  Art  Invesco,  548  Parlia- 
ment. 961-2285. 

'  Perceptions:  Selected  Women's  Holography 
at  Interference  Hologram  Gallery  to  May  1 1 . 
1 I79A  King  St  W.  533-2323. 
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TV/RADIO 

SONJA  MILLS 

□  P4W:  Prison  For  Women.  Holly  Dale  and 
Janis  Cole's  inside  look  at  Canada's  only  fed- 
eral prison  for  women  at  Kingston,  Ontario. 
Mon,  Apr  29,  1 1 :30  pm  on  CITY-TV,  channel 
57  cable  7. 

D  Silent  Pioneers:  elderly  gay  men  and  les- 
bians tell  their  story.  Intimate  profiles  of  eight 
men  and  women;  a  male  couple  who  have  been 
together  for  54  years,  a  black  great-grand- 
mother who  openly  shares  her  lesbianism  with 
her  family,  and  members  of  the  New  York  or- 
ganization SAGE  (Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  En- 
vironment). Fri,  May  10,  10:30  pm  on  PBS, 
channel  19. 


JON  KAPLAN 

□  Desire.  A  new  production  by  Necessary 
Angel  Theatre,  a  collective  piece  about  con- 
temporary love,  sexuality  and  seduction. 
Toronto  Free  Theatre,  26  Berkeley  St. 
368-2856. 

Fes  Ballets  Trockaderos  de  Monte  Carlo. 
The  lovable  troupe  of  hairy-chested  ballerinas 
return  to  Toronto  for  three  performances  Apr 
22-24  at  Ryerson  Theatre.  Make  a  special  ef- 
fort to  attend  the  Tues,  Apr  23  performance, 
which  will  be  a  benefit  for  the  AIDS  Committee 
of  Toronto.  Tickets  are  $  1 3,  $  1 7,  and  $20 
available  at  the  Ryerson  Theatre  (43  Gerrard 
St  E),  all  BASS  outlets  and  by  telephone: 
977-1055. 
nOff  Centre  at  the  Rivoli:  Sheila  Gostick  with 


Romanovsky  and  Phillips,  Wed,  Apr  24.  Tick- 
ets $6.  334  Queen  St  W.  360-6037. 
DThe  National  Ballet  of  Canada.  The  com- 
pany's spring  season  features  one  week  of 
Prokofiev's  Romeo  and  Juliet  (Apr  24-28)  and 
a  mixed  programme  that  includes  Realm,  a 
world  premiere  by  Toronto  Dance  Theatre's 
David  Earle  (May  1-5).  The  O'Keefe  Centre, 
Front  and  Yonge  Streets.  Ticketron  outlets  or 
766-3271. 

□  Mixed  Company.  Stephen  Ralstan's  play 
about  how  gays  and  straights  can  learn  to  ac- 
cept each  other's  lifestyles  and  the  importance 
of  relationships.  Through  May  5,  Adelaide 
Court  Theatre,  57  Adelaide  St  E.  363-6401 . 

□  Albertine,  in  Five  Times.  A  new  play  by 
Michel  Tremblay,  the  story  of  a  French- 
Canadian  woman  seen  simultaneously  at  five 
points  in  her  life.  A  superb  cast  helps  to  bring 
the  play  to  life.  Through  May  1 1 ,  Tarragon 
Theatre,  30  Bridgman  Ave.  531-1827. 

□  Ladies  Against  Women!  Join  the  wacky, 
award-winning  Plutonium  Players  for  an  eve- 
ning of  consciousness-lowering:  "PUSH  US 
BACK,  PUSH  US  BACK,  WAAAY  BACK!"  May 
15-18,  Wed,  Thurs,  Fri  at  8:30;  2  shows  Satur- 
day at  7  and  10  pm.  The  Theatre  Centre,  at  the 
Poor  Alex  Theatre,  296  Brunswick  Ave.  Plus 
one  show  only  at  Trinity  St  Paul's  United 
Church,  May  19  at  8:30  pm.  Advance  tickets 
available  at  the  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore; 
info  or  reservations:  The  Theatre  Centre, 
927-8998. 

□  Shaw  Festival. This  year's  production  is  Vic- 
tor Herbert's  Naughty  Marietta,  with  the  book 
adapted  by  artistic  director  Christopher 
Newton,  who  also  directs.  From  May  15. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.  361-1544. 

□  Albertine,  en  cinq  temps.  It's  rare  that  we 
get  to  see  both  the  French  and  English  versions 
of  a  play  during  the  same  season.  Here  is  the 
original  French  version  of  Michel  Tremblay's 
recent  work,  coming  just  after  the  English  ver- 
sion has  closed.  Opening  May  16,  Theatre  du 
p'tit  bonheur,  Adelaide  Court  Theatre,  57 
Adelaide  St  E.  363-6401. 

□  Die  Meistersinger  von  Ntirnberg.  Richard 
Wagner's  only  comic  and  human-scaled  opera, 
about  a  song  contest  and  love  in  medieval  Ger- 
many. The  Canadian  Opera  Company's  first 
staging  of  the  work.  May  21-Jun  2.  O'Keefe 
Centre,  Front  and  Yonge  Streets.  Ticketron 
outlets  or  766-3271. 


NIGHTLIFE 


□  BJ's.  117  Dundas  St  E.  365-9825  New  piano  bar.  Join 
us  upstairs  for  cocktails,  5  pm-1  am,  Mon-Sat. 

•  The  Barn.  83  Granby  St  977-4702.  Casual  stand-up 
leather/denim  bar  and  disco.  After-hours  Fri  and  Sat  till 

4  am  ($2  cover  which  includes  one  free  drink).  No  cover 
Sundays. 

□  Boots  (at  the  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-1035.  Bar. 
cozy  booths  and  dance  floor.  Dynasty  night  Wed.  Boots' 
restaurant:  The  Galleria,  open  Mon-Sat  from  5  pm. 

•  Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St.  977-9955 
Chatty,  casual  stand-up  bar,  preppy  crowd. 

n  Bud's  (at  Hotel  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St  921-3142. 
Raunchy  video,  dance  floor 

□  Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824.  Licenced  private 
dance  club  for  women  Fri  and  Sat  only. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St.  977-4702.  Piano  sing- 
along  bar,  very  chatty. 

D  Chaps.  9  Isabella  St  (at  Yonge).  921-3012.  Large  up- 
stairs disco,  downstairs  bar  with  sexy  slides. 

□  Chez  Moi.  30  Hayden  St.  921-5566.  Downstairs  dining 
room  with  stand-up  bars,  upstairs  bar  with  dance  floor 
Open  Sundays,  popular  with  lesbians 

nciub  Ivory.  414  Church  St.  A  piano  bar  "for  the  discern- 
ing gay  woman."  5:30  pm-1  am.  Mon-Fn;  7  pm-1  am,  Sat; 

5  pm-11  pm.  Sun  Dress  code  in  effect. 

Cornelius.  579  Yonge  St.  967-4666  Dance  floor,  dining 
area.  Open  4  pm;  $1  a  beer  till  8  pm  weeknights. 
HThe  Hitch'n'Post.  529  Yonge  St.  925-9998  Bar/ 
restaurant  Mon-Fri,  7:30  pm-10  pm;  Fri/Sat,  midnight  to  3 
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am.  Sun  brunch:  noon  to  4  pm  and  dinner:  5  pm-10  pm. 

DKatrina's.  5  St  Joseph  St  961-4740.  Younger  crowd; 

dancing,  pool  table,  video  bar,  top  entertainment  monthly. 

Open  weekends  until  4  am. 

3101. 101  Jarvis  at  Richmond  368-8803  Great  dance 

floor  and  lots  of  videos  upstairs,  lounge  downstairs.  Open 

Sunday. 

□  Oz.  1  Isabella  St.  961-0790.  Great  stainless  steel  dance 
floor  Weekends  to  5  am. 

□  Parkside Tavern.  530  Yonge  St.  922-3844.  Men's 
beverage  room,  side  entrance.  Closed  Sun. 

Private  Eyes.  457  Church  St.  923-3469  Formerly 
Together,  for  gay  men  and  women. 
DThe  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641   Upstairs:  Rusty's 
Cabaret,  featuring  female  impersonators  (no  cover). 
Downstairs:  piano  bar,  featuring  Flo  at  the  keyboards 

St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St  925-5517  Large 
beverage  rooms 

The  Tool  Box.  18  Eastern  Ave  869-9294.  Leather  club 
bar  with  patio,  meals.  Club  night  Thurs 


•  The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St  593-0499.  Leather/ 
denim  6  pm-10  am;  24  hours  on  weekends 

•  The  Club.  231  Mutual  St  977-4629  24  hours 

•  The  Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St. 
598-2110  24  hours 

ACCOMMODATION 

Cabbagetown  Lodging-House  and  Efficiencies.  300 
Wellesley  St  E  (at  Parliament)  Call  Bill  or  Allen.  961-9320 

Catnaps  Guesthouse.  246  Sherbourne  St  968-2323  Fil- 
teen  rooms,  waterbeds.  TV  lounge,  pool  table  and  game 
room,  laundry  and  kitchen  facilities,  tree  parking,  sundeck. 
complimentary  rolls  and  coffee  One  or  two  people  —  $30 
daily.  $35  on  holidays  Visa/Mastercard 

18  East  Hotel.  18  Eastern  Ave  368  4040  Bar  and  dining 
room.  22  rooms.  TV  lounge,  sauna,  gym.  laundry  facilities 
sundeck.  free  parking  1  or  2  people  $24.  weekend  rates 

The  Selby  Hotel  592  Sherbourne  St  921-3142 
Victorian-style  hotel,  bars,  courtyard,  light  lunches,  maid  . 
service,  parking,  air-conditioning  66  rooms  1-2  people 
with  private  bath  $35:  without  $27 


COMING:  COMING! 


Beginning  with  the  June  issue  of  The 
Body  Politic,  "Out  in  the  City"  is  go- 
ing to  change  its  name,  its  look  and  its 
function  —  we're  going  national! 

Next  month,  when  you  open  this 
magazine  the  first  thing  you'll  find  is  a 
new  section  called  "Coming," 
highlighting  major  events  not  only  in 
Toronto,  but  in  Vancouver,  Montreal, 
and  many  other  cities  across  Canada  — 
and  we'll  even  provide  selected  infor- 
mation about  events  coming  up  outside 
Canada.  The  word  is  already  out  —  so 
here  are  a  few  examples  of  the  things 
we'll  be  listing  starting  next  month: 


IN  VANCOUVER 

•  The  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre 

is  sponsoring  a  reading  by  Robin  Blaser  on 
Wed,  Mar  29  at  The  Gay  Library,  4-1 170 
Bute  St. 

•  Joan  Armalrading  is  scheduled  to  play 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  Theatre  June  I  and  2  — 
though  these  dates  have  yet  to  be  confirmed. 
Check  June's  TBI'  for  details. 


IN  PETERBOROUGH 

•  dais  and  Lesbians  at  Irenl  and  Peterbor- 
ough is  holding  a  "Fag  Stag"  Fri,  May  17 
with  live  strippers  and  "rude  things."  Tick- 
ets arc  $10  (in  advance  only)  from  the  GLTP 


office,  290  Rubidge  St,  2nd  fl  (ring  the  bell 
for  entry).  On  Thur,  May  24,  GLTP  holds  a 
"Queen's  Birthday  Bash"  at  the  Peter- 
borough Sports  Palace.  For  more  informa- 
tion about  these  events,  call  (604)  684-6869. 

IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

•  San  Francisco  is  the  only  city  in  the  world 
which  offers  a  unique  form  of  entertainment 
for  lesbians  —  Baybrick's  BurLEZk.  Every 
Tuesday  night  since  its  opening  debut  in  July 
1984,  lesbians  have  been  taking-it-off  and 
getting-it-up  for  a  women-only  audience. 
Stripper  Fanny  Fatale  comments:  "The  au- 
dience is  fantastic,  they  are  so  enthusiastic 
and  loveable.  Finally,  women  are  claiming 
their  rightful  place  as  conoisseurs  of  sexual 
entertainment.  Strippers  have  waited  a  long 
time  for  this."  The  Baybrick  Inn  is  at  1 190 
Folsom  St,  (415)431-8334. 

IN  CHICAGO 

•  May  24-27  marks  the  seventh  Interna- 
tional Mr  Leather  Contest.  Last  year,  more 
than  1 ,000  spectators  converged  on  Chica- 
go, joining  the  local  leather  community  in  a 
truly  international  event.  This  year,  the  US 
Memorial  Day  weekend  should  find  the  city 
overflowing  with  hot  leathermen.  Port)  con 
tenants  will  compete  for  more  than  $5, (XXI 
in  prizes  (including  a  new  motorcycle)  and 
the  title  of  International  Ml  I  cathcr  1985 

$50  buys  the  entire  weekend  package  Info: 

(312)878-6360. 


LADIES 

AGAINST  WOMEN! 
THEATRE  CENTRE 
MAY  15-18 


□  Avalon.  530  Yonge  St,  upstairs  Fri  ($5)  and  Sat  ($7) 
from  midnight.  Sun  ($5)  from  1 1  pm. 

Chaps  See  Bars,  above 

□  Club  DOC.  9  St  Joseph  St  (above  Katrina  s)  920-8074 
Formerly  Club  Voodoo.  Weekends.  $5 

nOz.  See  Bars,  above 

[jThe  Y-Knot.  488  Yonge,  upstairs  Thur  9  pm-1  am.  Fri- 

Sat  9  pm-4  am.  Sun  4  pm-9  pm.  $2  cover  ($1  after  11). 


COMMUNITY 


SOCIAL  & 
POLITICAL  ACTION 

:  AIDS  Committee  ol  Toronto.  See  Health,  below 

Chutzpah.  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4  489-4662  Groupfor 
Jewish  gay  men  and  lesbians 

Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G3  533-6824  Toronto  office  730  Bathurst  Si,  M5S  2R4 
I  "Committee  to  Defend  John  Oamien.  291  Ontario  St,  Apt  6 
M5A  2V8  925-6729. 

Foolscap  (Oral  History  Project).  Conducting  interviews  with  gay 
people  John  Grube.  961-8947 

Federation  ol  American  and  Canadian  Transsexuals  (FACT)  — 
Toronto.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre  M4Y  2C9  625-2185 
D Gay  Alliance  at  York .  c/o  CYSF.  1 05  Central  Sq .  York  University 
4700  KeeleSt,  Downsview,  ON  M3J  1P3  667-2515 

Gay  Asians  Toronto  Box  752  Sin  F.  M4Y  2N6 

Gay  Association  of  Maritimers  in  Toronto.  730  Batnurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Support  group  tor  Maritimers  moving  to  Toronto 

Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box  2212.  Stn  P.  M5S  2T2 
869-3036  Fund-raising  for  gay  and  lesbian  community  proiects. 

Gay  Community  Dance  Committee  (GCDC)  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  lund-raismg  dances 

□  Gay  Courtwatch.  Room  337.  Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and  Bay) 
362-6928 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Box  187.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L5  364-4164. 
Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm 

Gay  Liberation  Against  the  Right  Everywhere  (GLARE).  Box  793. 
StnO.  M4T  2N7 

DGiy  SIG.  Drawer  C622.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1 X9  Group  ol  gay  members  of  MENSA  in  Canada 

□  Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  215  Oanlorth  Ave.  N'  4,  M4K  1N2. 
466-6020.  Organizes  courses  in  self-delence  in  and  out  ol  Toronto. 
□Bays  and  Lesbians  at  U  ol  T.  c/o  SAC  Office.  12  Hart  House  Cir- 
cle. University  ol  Toronto.  M5S  1A1   Info  Chris  (964-0701  lor 
Eldon (927-8866) 

GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach  Box  62.  Brampton.  ON  L6V  2K7 
Peel  Region  ( Brampton- Mississauga)  group  for  gays  and  lesbians  - 
GaylineWest  278-6010 

□  GLAD  (Gay/Lesbian  Action  for  Disarmament).  Box  5794  Stn  A 
M5W  1P2  921-1938. 

Glad  Day  Defence  Fund.  648A  Yonge  St  M4V  2A6  961-4161 
i   International  Gay  Association  (Toronto),  c/o  Toronto  Gay 
Community  Council,  below 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society,  c/o  SAC  1 2  Han  House 
Circle.  U  ol  T.  M5S  1A1   533-0674  (Linda)  or  924-6474 
(Alexandra) 

Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto  Box  639  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G2  961-7338 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee.  Box  793  Stn  0. 
M4T  2N7  Organizes  annual  summer  celebration 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  M4Y  2C9 

Lesbian  Incest  Survivors  Support  Group  Info  964-7477  (Rape 
Crisis  Centrel 

Lesbian  Mothers  Delense  Fund  Box  38  Stn  E  M6H  4E1 
465-6822 

Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  Box  6597.  Stn  A  M5W  1X4  Into 
Michelle  at  789-4541  or  Debbie  at  964-7477  Speakers  lot  myth- 
shattering  seminars  and  workshops  about  lesbians 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Box  6579.  Stn  A  M5VV  1 X4 
lesbian  feminist  political  action  group 

Lesbians  ol  Colour  Political/social  group  into  c/o  Box  7289. 
Stn  A  MSW1X9 

Metamorphosis.  Box  5963  Sin  A  M5VV  1 P4  transsexual  coun 
selling  and  services 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  Box  792  Stn  F 
M4Y  2N7  964-1049 

Osgoode  Gay/Lesbian  Caucus.  York  University  4700  keeie  St. 
Downsview  M3J  2R5  532  2443  (Peten  or  463  4721  (Shelley) 

Parents  and  Friends  ot  Lesbians  and  Gays  Toronto  52  Routine  St 
ON  M9I  ?Y9  Into  Pauline  Martin  at  244-2105 

Parents  ot  Lesbians  and  Gays  c  o  Mary  Jones.  35  Willis  Or 
Brampton  ON  16W  1B2  457  4570 

Queen  ol  Hearts  Organizing  group  lor  gay  Filipino  beauty  pageant 
Dano  759  3788  or  Alfredo  461  7800 

Right  to  Privacy  Committee  iRTPCI  730  Bathurst  St  M5S  2R4 
Defence  committee  lor  gays  arrested  under  bawdy  hen 
Cheques  or  charges  payable  to  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  tor  RTPC  Into 
961  8046  or  36?  7877  Also  runs  Courtwatch  1 36?  69281 

Ryerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Wen  tor  meeting  dates  call  923  GAYS 

Spouses  ol  Gays  ?06  St  Clan  Ave  W  M4V  1R2  920  5546  (Caryn 
Miller  I 
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CALENDAR 

OF  EVENTS  IN 

TORONTO  FROM 

MONDAY 

APRIL  22 

TO 

THURSDAY 

MAY  31 


AY 


MON/APR  22 

_  Freeing  Our  Films:  Lesbians  and  Gays 
Against  the  Censor  Board.  As  part  of  the 
massive  Ontario  Open  Screenings:  Six  Days 
of  Resistance  Against  the  Censor  Board  (see 
box,  below),  the  International  Gay  Associa- 
tion Conference  Committee  and  Rites 
magazine,  along  with  a  slew  of  co-sponsors 
(the  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  Gay 
Asians  Toronto,  The  Body  Politic,  Zami, 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Day  Committee,  Gays  and  Lesbians  at 
the  U  of  T,  the  International  Women's  Day 
Committee,  the  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre, 
Feminists  Against  Censorship,  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee  and  others)  present  a 
screening  of  Frank  Riploh's  Taxi  Zum  Klo 
(banned  by  the  censors  in  Ontario),  and  the 
Canadian  premiere  of  Choosing  Children,  an 
upbeat  portrayal  of  lesbians  who  decide  to 
have  children  after  they  come  out.  At  the 
Medical  Science  Auditorium,  U  of  T,  7:30 
pm.  Tickets:  $6;  $4  for  students,  seniors  and 
the  unemployed.  Daycare  provided  by  the 
Men's  Childcare  Collective;  call  John  at 
362-9104. 

□  Night  of  100  Volunteers:  the  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto  (ACT)  salutes  its  crew 
of  more  than  100  volunteer  workers  by 
presenting  Volunteer  Recognition  Night,  at 
the  5 19  Church  Street  Community  Centre. 
There'll  be  merriment,  diplomas,  gold  seals, 
door  prizes  and  lots  of  recognition  for  a  job 
well  done!  For  more  information,  call  the 
AIDS  Committee  at  926-1626. 

□  Les  Ballets  Trockadero.  See  Stage. 
DKD  Lang  at  Albert's  Hall.  See  Music. 

WED/APR  24 

□  The  CFNY  U-Know  Awards.  At  the  Metro 
Convention  Centre  (if  you  can  afford  it;  see 
Music),  and  on  both  CFNY-FM  (102.1)  and 
CBLT  (channel  5)  tonight. 

□  Off  Centre  at  the  Rivoli.  See  Stage 

□  Lutherans  Concerned  hold  a  meeting  in  a 
member's  home.  Info:  925-0926  (David). 

THUR/APR  25 

□  GEM  Mississauga.  Coffee  and  Conversa- 
tion Night.  For  info:  GEM  Gay  Community 
Outreach  Phoneline:  278-6010. 

FRI/APR  26 

□  General  Idea  at  the  AGO.  See  Art. 

□  "Dynasty  Night."  GEM  Mississauga's 
monthly  dance.  Unitarian  Congregational 
Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd,  east  of  Hwy  10. 
GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach  Phoneline: 
278-6010. 


□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto  Potluck  Supper, 
7:30  pm.  Info:  364-4164  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

SAT/APR  27 

□  Linda  Tillery.  See  Music. 

□  Act  For  Disarmament.  The  Against  Cruise 
Testing  Coalition  organizes  a  rally,  meet  at 
City  Hall  at  12:30  pm.  Info:  362-0354. 

SUN/APR  28 

□  Chutzpah,  Toronto's  gay  Jewish  group 
holds  its  monthly  brunch  at  Punjabi  Village, 
699  Bloor  St  W.  Info:  489-4662. 

□  GEM  Mississauga:  Join  us  at  noon  for  Sun- 
day brunch  at  the  Griffon  Arms.  1 17  Dundas 
St  E  at  Church.  GEM  Gay  Community 
Outreach  Phoneline:  278-6010. 

□  Auction  at  Robert  Deveau  Gallery.  "A 
public  auction  to  include  ,  in  part,  the  former 
property  of  late  actress  Ethel  Merman,  anti- 
ques, fine  art,  etc."  Times  for  viewing:  Sun, 
11:30  am;  Mon,  6  pm;  auction  is  Sun,  1:30 
pm;  Mon  7:30  pm.  297-299  Queen  St  E, 
364-6271. 

TUES/APR  30 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee 

meets,  8  pm  at  the  519  Church  Street  Com- 
munity Centre. 

WED/MAY  1 

□  Femfest  '85  begins.  See  preview,  page  29. 

□  Women's  Coffeehouse  with  live  entertain- 
ment. Admission  by  donation,  7:30-10  pm  at 
the  519  Church  Street  Community  Centre. 
Info:  923-2778. 

FRI/MAY  3 

□  Unparallel  Views  opens  at  Sparkes.  See  Art 

□  Classical  guitarist  Scott  Wilkinson  at  U  of 

T.  See  Music. 

□  General  Public  at  Massey  Hall.  Tonight 
and  tomorrow;  see  Music. 

SAT/MAY  4 

Revolutionary  Romp.  A  women's  dance  to 
kick  off  Rape  Awareness  Week  (May  4-10). 
Sponsored  by  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre.  8 
pm,  The  Party  Centre,  167  Church  St.  $5  ad- 
vance, $6  door.  Info:  964-7477. 

□  All  The  Right  Places.  Gay  Travel  Show  at 
Chaps,  9  Isabella,  with  tables  and  booths  of 
gay  guesthouses,  tour  lines,  travel  agents.  An 
extravaganza,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  North 
America.  Door  prizes  include  a  surprise  trip 
for  two.  1-6  pm,  upstairs. 

□  The  Bowling  Ball.  The  Judy  Garland  Mem- 
orial Bowling  League  holds  their  annual  ban- 
quet, awards  presentations  and  dance  at  the 


Concert  Hall,  888  Yonge  St.  Tickets:  $20,  av- 
ailable from  members. 

□  Canadian  Abortion  Rights  Action  League, 
1  lth  annual  meeting.  Includes  a  screening  of 
the  controversial  film  "The  Silent  Scream." 
Info:  961-1507. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Toronto  holds  its  annual  spring  rummage 
sale,  10  am  til  4  pm  at  730  Bathurst  St.  To 
donate  things  for  sale,  call  MCCTat 
536-2848. 

□John  Giorno  and  Band.  See  Music 

SUN/MAY  5 

□  Pansy  Picnic  with  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual 
Indulgence.  Bring  a  picnic  lunch  to  Cawthra 
Park,  behind  the  519  Church  Street  Com- 
munity Centre,  at  2  pm. 

□  Stuart  Graham  at  Art  Invesco.  See  Art. 

TUES/MAY  7 

□  The  Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto 

hosts  a  forum  on  political  funding,  with 
moderator  Bob  Gallagher,  political  theorist 
and  gay  activist.  7:30  pm  in  Committee 
Room  1,  City  Hall.  Info:  967-5259. 

WED/MAY  8 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meet  at  a  member's 
home,  8  pm.  Info:  Merv  or  Boyd,  531-4043. 

THUR/MAY9 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Theme  meeting: 
Sex  Education  in  the  Toronto  school  system. 
8  pm  at  the  519  Church  Street  Community 
Centre.  Info:  364-4164  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

FRI/MAY  10 

□  Springiest  Party  with  the  Federation  of 
American  and  Canadian  Transsexuals;  all 
welcome.  8  pm- 12:30  am  at  the  519  Church 
Street  Community  Centre.  Info:  625-2185. 

□  Silent  Pioneers.  Older  lesbians  and  gay 
men  on  PBS.  See  Television. 


SAT/MAY  1 1 

□  Chutzpah.  Outing  to  Kleinberg;  meet  at 
Ken's  at  noon.  Info:  489-4662. 

M0N/MAY13 

□  Social  Services  Network  for  lesbians,  gays 
and  transsexuals.  Would  all  groups  involved 
please  send  a  representative.  7:30  pm  at  the 
5 1 9  Church  Street  Community  Centre. 


TUES/MAY  14 


□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee 

meets,  8  pm  at  the  5 1 9  Church  Street  Com- 
munity Centre. 


ONTARIO   OPEN   SCREENINGS 

SIX  DA  YS  OF  RESISTANCE  A  GAINST  THE  CENSOR  BOARD 


In  Ontario,  if  you  show  a  film  or  videotape 
without  handing  it  over  first  to  Mary  Brown 
and  her  picky,  picky  crew  at  the  Film  Review 
Board  (the  fancy  new  name  for  what  is  still 
really  the  censor  board),  you're  breaking  the 
law.  A  province-wide  coalition  of  artists, 
feminists  and  gay  and  lesbian  community 
groups  has  decided  to  do  just  that  to  dramatize 
the  need  for  changes  to  law. 

The  Ontario  Open  Screenings:  Six  Days  of 
Resistance  runs  from  Sunday,  April  21  to  a 
closing  party  at  the  Cameron  (408  Queen  St 
W)  on  Saturday,  April  27  —  and  there  are  a 
few  related  events  taking  place  before  and 
after  those  dates.  There  are  more  films  and 
tapes  being  shown  than  we  can  list  here,  but 
among  the  highlights  are: 

•  Framed  Youth,  the  British  gay  video  that 
was  seized  by  the  censor  board  from  A  Space 
in  Toronto  last  May  31  (being  shown  by  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Youth  Toronto  at  A-Space,  204 
Spadina  Ave  (364-3227)  Sat,  Apr  21 ); 

•  Pretty  Baby,  the  Louis  Malle  film  banned  in 
1976  (being  screened  at  the  National  Film  The- 
atre, 160  Stuart  St,  Kingston  (613-547-3059), 
Tues,  Apr  23); 

•  Taxi  zum  Klo,  German  director  Frank  Rip- 
loh's funny,  graphic  portrayal  (banned  in  On- 
tario) of  a  gay  man's  unconventional  life;  and 
Choosing  Children,  a  film  by  Kim  Klausner 
and  Deborah  Chasnoff  about  lesbians  decid- 
ing to  become  mothers  —  both  being  spon- 


sored by  a  large  number  of  gay,  lesbian  and 
feminist  community  groups  at  the  Medical  Sci- 
ences Auditorium,  U  of  T;  see  Mon,  Apr  22  in 
the  Out  in  the  City  Calendar; 

•  Orientations,  Richard  Fung's  videotape  ex- 
ploring the  experiences  of  gay  Asians  (at 
V/Tape,  489  College  St  (925-1961),  Sat,  Apr 
27);  and  John  Greyson's  Jungle  Boy  (at  YYZ, 
1 16  Spadina  Ave,  2nd  fl  (367-0601),  the  same 
day). 

Among  the  many  other  artists  whose  work 
will  be  shown  are  Lisa  Steele,  Colin  Campbell, 
Rodney  Werden,  Nicholas  Jenkins,  Elizabeth 
Chitty,  Lynne  Fernie,  Phyllis  Waugh,  and 
Margaret  Moores.  The  Artculture  Resource 
Centre  at  658  Queen  St  W  (947-9169)  will 
screen  tapes  daily  from  1  to  5  pm,  and  Pages 
Bookstore  (256  Queen  St  W;  596-8233)  will  be 
showing  continuous  rear-screen  projections  of 
works  by  independent  producers  in  its  window 
on  selected  days  from  9:30  to  1 1 :30  pm. 
Screenings  are  also  planned  at  all  the  following 
times: 

•  Mon,  Apr  22:  A  Space  (see  above);  Hamil- 
ton Artists  Inc  and  Zone  Centre  for  Experi- 
mental Films,  143  James  St,  Hamilton  (416- 
529-3355);  V/Tape  (see  above);  Trinity  Square 
Video,  172  John  St,  4th  fl  (  593-6443). 

•  Tues,  Apr  23:White  Water  Gallery,  226 
Main  St  W,  North  Bay  (705-476-2444);  A 
Space;  The  Music  Gallery,  1087  Queen  St  W 
(534-631 1);  V/Tape;  Trinity  Square  Video. 


•  Wed,  Apr  24:  Trinity  Square  Video;  The 
Funnel,  507  King  St  E  (364-7003);  Cosmopoli- 
tan College,  229  College  St,  2nd  fl  (977-8458); 
Embassy  Cultural  House,  723  Dundas  St  E, 
London  (519-438-7127);  V/Tape;  Toronto 
Community  Videotex,  299  Queen  St  W,  5th  fl 
(977-7076). 

•  Thurs,  Apr  25:  Development  Education 
Centre,  427  Bloor  St  W  (964-6901);  Gallery 
940,  940  Queen  St  E  (466-2030);  Ed  Video,  16 
Commercial  St,  Guelph,  (519-836-5956);  The 
Ritz,  7 A  Charles  St  W  (536-0471);  Southern 
Edge  Underground,  Fraser  St  Open  Studio, 
Port  Colborne,  (834-6061);  SAW  Gallery,  55 
Byward  Market  Square,  Ottawa,  (613- 
236-6181);  V/Tape;  Trinity  Square  Video. 

•  Fri,  Apr  26:  Trinity  Square  Video,;  Mercer 
Union,  333  Adelaide  St  W,  5th  fl  (977-1412); 
KAAI,  21 A  Queen  St,  Kingston  (613- 
548-4883);  Gallery  101,  245  1 12  Bank  St,  Ot- 
tawa (613-230-2793);  Lakehead  University 
Film  Society  and  KAM  Theatre,  69  North 
Court  St,  Thunder  Bay  (807-345-7802);  Wom- 
anspirit  Gallery,  359  Dundas  St,  London  (519- 
432-2826);  V/Tape. 

•  Sat,  Apr  27:  YYZ  (see  above);  The  Funnel; 
V/Tape. 

•  Thur,  May  2:  Art  Metropole,  217  Rich- 
mond St  W  (977-1685). 

Call  each  location  for  details  and  updates. 
And  go  see  a  few  things  you're  not  supposed  to 
see.fl 
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In  1965,  John  Giorno  began  putting 
music  and  his  poetry  together.  He  had  the 
idea  of  giving  his  audience  more  than  a 
one-dimensional  art  form,  wanting 
people  to  be  able  to  feel  his  words  and 
images  through  the  addition  of  comple- 
mentary music. 

Giorno  was  making  performance  poet- 
ry when  Lydia  Lunch  was  still  making 
skid  marks  in  her  diapers.  During  the 
'60s,  he  was  an  integral  part  of  the  New 
York  cultural  scene,  and  through  his 
friendships  with  poets  like  Allan  Gins- 
berg, Jack  Kerouac  and  William  S  Bur- 
roughs, he  began  to  develop  a  style  that 
would  bring  him  in  contact  with  the  inno- 
vators in  the  fields  of  music  and  poetry. 
Twenty  years,  18  albums  and  a  video  pack 
later,  he's  still  at  it,  and  he's  still  one  of 
the  best.  His  vitriolic  and  visionary 
diatribes  convey  both  a  personal  and  a 
social  message;  he's  the  kind  of  poet  who 
offers  himself  as  the  embodiment  of  the 
age,  so  that  he  becomes  both  the  victim 
and  the  avatar  of  current  events. 

At  his  apartment  in  the  Bowery  in  New 
York,  Giorno  radiates  with  enthusiasm 
when  describing  his  craft:  "I  think  poetry 
has  changed  radically.  It's  more  political- 
ly and  lyrically  oriented  to  poets  working 
with  music.  1  work  with  my  friends,  so 
it's  really  lots  of  fun." 
Giorno  says  poetry  is  a  new  form  of  com- 
munication for  people,  much  like  the 
novel  was  more  than  200  years  ago,  and 
one  that  can  now  involve  new  forms  of 
media  and  technology  to  help  people  de- 


velop a  new  awareness. 

"It's  a  theory  of  mine,"  Giorno  ex- 
plains, "that  things  we  do  in  life  are  af- 
fected by  various  forms  of  media.  Every- 
thing I  do  is  related  to  sound  and  rhythm. 
It's  sort  of  a  multi-level  voice  composi- 
tion with  pitch  and  phrasing  in  a  perfor- 
mance style."  Right  now,  Giorno's  mes- 
sage is  the  "suffocating  powerlessness" 
he  feels  as  a  middle-aged  poet  watching 
the  world  glide  toward  its  end  with  him 
on  board. 

When  John  Giorno  comes  to  Toronto's 
Diamond  Club  on  Saturday,  May  4,  he 
and  his  band  will  integrate  his  poetry  with 
various  rhythms,  including  rock'n'roll 
and  dance  beats.  The  band  consists  of  C 
P  Roth  (keyboards),  Adam  Roth  (guitar), 
David  Conrad  (bass),  Mike  Osbourn 
(drums)  and  Giorno  himself  providing 
the  vocals.  C  P  Roth,  a  veteran  session 
musician  who  has  just  finished  working 
on  Billy  Idol's  new  12-inch  single,  is  the 
composer  of  the  band's  music. 

"The  whole  band  is  really  great," 
Giorno  says.  "They're  young  and  they 
have  a  good  sound.  I  think  people  will  be 
surprised  by  what  they  hear.  We've  got 
some  reggae  and  some  really  danceable 
tunes  worked  into  the  show,  so  people 
can  really  get  into  what's  going  on." 

David  Pond  I  1 

The  John  Glomo  Hand  appears  in  concert  at 
the  Diamond  Club,  410  Sherhourne  St,  Sal, 
May  4,  7  pm  (doors  open  at  6  pm).  Tickets:  $8 
advance;  $10  door.  A  vailahle  at  Records  on 
Wheels,  Record  Peddler  and  This  Ain't  The 
Rosedale  library.  The  Horsemen  (Paul  Ihit 
ton  and  Rafael  HarepoRneru)  open  the  show 
A  DPP  presentation, 


□  Frankie  Goes  To  Hollywood.  But  you    ' 

won't  go  to  Frankie  if  you  haven't  already 
got  a  ticket.  See  Music. 

WED/MAY  1 5 

□  Ladies  Against  Women!  At  the  Theatre 
Centre  through  May  18.  See  Stage. 
DThe  Shaw  Festival  opens.  See  Stage. 

WED/MAY  22 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meet  at  a  member's 
home,  8  pm.  Info:  Merv  or  Boyd,  531-4043. 

THUR/MAY23 

PGay  Fathers  discussion  group.  8  pm  at  the 
5 19  Church  Street  Community  Centre.  Info: 
364-4164  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

SAT/MAY  25 

GCoalition  of  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario,  annual 
meeting  and  presentation  of  the  Damien 
Award.  Today  and  tomorrow;  info: 
533-6824. 


SUN/MAY  26 

DChutzpah's  Monthly  Brunch.  Meet  at  1  pm 
at  the  Griffon  Arms,  1 17  Dundas  St  E.  Info: 
489-4662. 

MON/MAY  27 

[  lToronto  Counselling  Centre  for  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  annual  meeting;  selecting  six  new 
members  to  the  board  of  directors.  All 
welcome.  7:30  pm  at  the  5 19  Church  Street 
Community  Centre. 

TUES/MAY  29 

The  Lesbian  and  Ga>  l)a>  Pride  Commit- 
tee meets,  i  pm  .it  the  519 Church  Street 
Community  Centre. 
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MONDAYS 


The  Women's  Group.  Support  group  for 
lesbians,  8  pm.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Raechel,  936-0527. 

Overeaters  Anonymous.  For  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 


TUESDAYS 


Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans).  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Eaton  Centre).  7:30  pm. 
593-6217. 

P  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  7:30  pm, 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 


WEDNESDAYS 


PToronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Net- 
work. Self-help  group  for  women  addicted  to 
alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Central  Neighbour- 
hood House.  349  Ontario  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
961-7319. 


THURSDAYS 


DZami.  New  group  for  black  and  West  Indi- 
an lesbians  and  gay  men.  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre,  8  pm. 

PTAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Meets  in  private 
home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for  people 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality.  8  pm. 
Info:  964-6600. 


WEEKENDS 


SUNDAYS 


D Dignity/Toronto.  Gay  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mass  or  worship  followed  by  discus- 
sion. Lynch  Hall,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  (Sherbourne  St,  south  of  Bloor), 
5  pm.  Wheelchair-accessible.  960-3997. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Toronto.  Worship  at  1 1  am  and  7:30  pm; 
singspiration  15  minutes  before  each  service. 
Wheelchair-accessible;  all  services  signed  for 
the  deaf.  730  Bathurst.  536-2848. 
DChristos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Worship  service  at  7  pm,  St  Luke's 
United  Church  (Sherbourne  &  Carlton,  in 
chapel  off  Carlton)  with  fellowship  hour. 
968-7423,  days  and  evenings. 
I n  After  You're  Out.  A  supportive,  sharing 
group  that  discusses  a  variety  of  gay-related 
topics.  Meets  in  a  private  home.  Info: 
964-6600. 

n Lesbians  of  Colour.  7:30  pm.  Info:  c/o 
Box  7289,  StnA,M5W  1X9. 
n  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Gay  and  lesbian 
group,  open  to  all.  3  pm.  730  Bathurst  St 
(MCCT). 


PHONELINES 


P  Alcoholics  Anonymous 964-3962 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

PGaycare  Toronto 243-5494 

Seven  days  a  week,  7-1 1  pm. 

P  Lesbian  Phoneline 533-6120 

Tues  and  Thurs,  7:30-10:30  pm. 

P  Gay  Community  Calendar 923-GAYS 

PGayCourtwatch 362-6928 

P  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto  364-4164 

Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

GaylineWest 278-6010 

(Mississauga  /  Brampton) 

PSpousesofGays  967-0597 

Wed  and  Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

Toronto  AreaGays(TAG) 964-6600 

Mon-Fri  7-10  pm.  Counselling,  info. 

Women's  Information  1  ine 926-8700 

Wed,  Thurs,  7-10  pm,  or  24-hr  taped  message. 

Bisexuals  International (215)425-3894 

(Philadelphia). 

I  1CIRPA  960-6318 

Citizens'  Independent  Review  of  Police 

Activities  24-hour  confidential  hotline. 
Trouble  with  the  police?  Call  us  first! 
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SOCIAL  &  POLITICAL  ACTION 

continued  from  page  25 


~.  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  105  Carlton  St.  4th  door. 
M5B  1 M2  Umbrella  organization  ol  lesbian  and  gay  groups  Forum 
lor  sharing  inlormation  ana  discussing  political  strategies 
n  Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance  ol  the  Deal.  Box  671   Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6 
□  Zami.  Support/political/ social  group  lor  black  and  West  Indian  les- 
bians and  gay  men.  meeting  every  Thurs.  8  pm.  at  519  Church  St 
Into  t/0  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9. 


HEALTH  & 
SOCIAL  SERVICES 

~  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  Box  55  Stn  F  M4Y  2L4  926-1626 
I  Mon-Fn,  9  am-5  pm)  Educates  public  about  the  syndrome, 
especially  AlDS-atlected  communities,  and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS 

Q  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/gay  fellowships  964-3962 
C  Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  Si  Community  Centre,  M4Y  2C9 
Ptioneime  243-5494  7-10  pm  seven  days  a  week  Free  tace-to-tace 
counselling  service  Thursdays  7-10  pm 
I  ]  Gay  Christian  Counselling  Service.  Professional  counselling,  indiv- 
idual and  couple,  lor  gay  men.  lesbians  and  families  ol  gays  Metro- 
politan Community  Church  ol  Toronto  For  appt  536-2848 
C  Gay  Fathers  ol  Toronto.  Phoneline  364-4164,  7-10  pm,  Mon-Fn 
D  Gay  Men  s  Discussion  Groups.  Sponsored  by  U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Cen- 
tre 978-3977 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men  556  Church  St,  2nd  floor.  M4Y  2E3 
922-0603  V0  into,  testing  and  treatment  Hours  Mon.  Wed.  4-9 
pm.  Tues.  Thurs.  10  am-3  pm,  Fn.  4-7  pm.  Sat,  10am-2  pm  Bath 
clinics  every  Wed  evening  at  The  Club  and  Roman's 

Lesbian  Phoneline  Box  70.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L4  960-3249  Tues 
7  30-10  30  pm  Recorded  message  olher  times  Speakers  available 
_  Sex  Ed  Centre,  c/o  U  ol  T  Office  of  Admissions.  315  Bloor  Si  W. 


Room  107.  M5S  1A3,  Devonshire  and  Bloor  Sis,  behind  Admissions 
Bldg  978-3977  Sex  counselling  lor  U  ol  T  campus  Gay  counsellors 
available  Tuesdays  on  request 

Sexual  Compulsives  Anonymous.  Is  an  addiction  lo  impersonal  sex 
destroying  you'  Feel  hopeless'  Write  SCA.  c/o  TBP.  Drawer  F185. 
Box  7289.  Stn  A.  Toronto,  ON,  M5W1X9  Confidentiality  assured. 
"  Toronto  Area  Gays  Box  6706  StnA,  M5W1X5  964-6600  Free 
peer  counselling  and  into  lor  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Mon-Fn: 
7  pm-10  pm. 

.  Toronto  Counselling  Centre  tor  Lesbians  and  Gays.  105  Carlton  SI. 
4th  floor.  M5B  1M2  977-2153  Tues,  Wed. Thurs,  6  30-9  30  pm, 
Professional  counselling  lor  lesbians  and  gay  men  Call  tor  appl  or 
drop  in. 

17 Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave  M4Y  1K9  Gay  youth, 
sireetwork.  parkwatch,  public  education,  agency  consultations. 


Association  of  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella  Si. 
M4Y  1M8  Social  work  students  also  welcome 

Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Health  Care.  Box  6973.  Stn  A,  M5W  1 X7 
920-GLHC  Gay  men  and  lesbians  working  and  training  in  health- 
care delivery  and  research 

Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513.  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2J6  Non-prolil  guild  with  more  than  70  members;  publishes 
directory  twice  a  year 

RELIGIOUS 

□  Affirmation,  a  support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Mormons  and 
their  friends  For  information,  write  Drawer  E622,  Box  7289,  Sin 
A.  M5W1X9. 

□  AWARE,  a  support  group  lor  gay  men  and  lesbians  Irom  Chris- 
tian Reformed  Churches,  and  their  friends  Write  c/o  MCC,  730 
Bathurst  St,  Box  K,  Toronto.  M5S  2R4  925-0690. 

Canadian  Unitarian  Universalis  lor  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns 
(CUULGC).  A  support  group  lor  gay  men  and  lesbians  within 
Unitarian  Universal^  churches  c/o  Canadian  Unitarian  Council, 


175  St  Clair  Ave  W,  M4V1P7 

□  Christos  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1193.  Stn  F. 
M4Y  2T8  968-7423,  Christian  church  with  special  outreach  to  gay 
community,  working  in  association  with  Gaycare  Toronto 
rChutzpah.  See  Social/political  action  listings, 

□  Dignity/Toronto  Box  249.  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2  960-3997  Group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and  friends 

Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9  Pastoral  ministry 
tor  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends  593-6217  Chaplains 
available  lor  pastoral  counselling  through  this  number. 
GLulherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch.  980  Broadview 
Ave.  Apt  2309.  M4K  3Y1  925-0926  (David).  Support  and  fellow- 
ship lor  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  their  friends  Meets  1  si 
and  3rd  Wed  ol  month 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  536-2848.  An  ecumenical  Christian  church  lor  all 
people  with  a  special  ministry  to  gay  community, 

□  Seventh-Day  Adventists  Kinship  Canada.  Box  408,  Stn  C. 
M6J  3P5.  533-5896 

NUN  OF  THE  ABOVE 

□  The  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Drawer  OPI,  c/oBox  7289. 
SlnA,  M5W  1X9 


□  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League.  Box  1113.  Stn  F. 
M4Y  2T8, 

□  Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Into  bulletin  boards  in 
bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA  (below)  Sept-May  season  (Mon  and  Thurs 
evenings);  also  summer  league 

□  Notso  Amazon  Softball  League.  All-lesbian  recreation  league  In- 
to: 967-7440  or  466-9341. 

□  Out  and  Out  Club.  Box  331 .  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L7,  927-0970,  Outdoor 
activities  lor  gay  people, 

□  Pink  Turf  Soccer  League,  c/o  Drawer  F9,  Box  7289,  SlnA, 
M5W1X9 

□  Pool  Bar  League.  Infoal  most  bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA 


579  Yonge,  Toronto  (416)  967-4666 


fliverdale  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA 

□  Riverdale  Volleyball  League.  Sept  April  season  Info  at  Buddy's, 
or  write  c/o  TSA, 

□  Rotators  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA. 

□  Salukis.  All-lesbian  Softball  team  Box  6597,  Sin  A,  M5W  1X4 
964-7477, 

□  Toronto  Historical  Bowling  Society.  Sept-May  season.  Tues. 
Wed,  Fri  and  Sal  evenings,  and  Sun  afternoon  Also  summer 
league  Into  423-5955,  or  write  100-2  Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2. 

□  Toronto  Sports  Alliance  (TSA).  Box  11 13.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2T8 

□  Womyn  Out  Doors  (W000S).  Women-identilied  women  sharing 
outdoor  skills  and  experiences  Outings,  workshops  and  trips.  Bpx 
462.  Stn  P.  M5S  2S9, 

PUBLICATIONS  & 
INFORMATION 

□  Action!  Irregular  publication  ol  Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  730 
Bathurst  SI,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 

□  Bisexuals  International  (Philadelphia).  (215)  425-3894 

□  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  364-6320 
National  lesbian  and  gay  monthly. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639.  Sin  A,  M5W  1G2.  364-2759. 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297),  Box  8, 
Adelaide  SI  Stn,  M5C  2H8.  24  hour  recorded  message  ol  weekly 
events.  To  get  into  listed  call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays 

□  Gayline  West.  453-GGCO  Community  inlo  lor  Mississauga  and 
parts  west  ol  Metro. 

□  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  598A  Yonge  St.  2nd  floor.  M5Y  2A6. 
961-4161    Mon  10-8;  Tue-Wed  10-6;  Thurs-Fri  10-9;  Sat  10-6; 
Sun  12-6. 

□  Grapevine,  Box  38,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E1.  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund  newsletter.  2-3  issues/year. 

□  Metamorphosis.  Box  5963,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P4.  Newsletter  for 
transsexuals. 

□  Rites.  Magazine  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  Box  65,  Stn  F, 
M4Y2L4. 

WOMEN'S 
RESOURCES 

The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in  Toronto  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  lesbians 

□  Branching  Out.  Lesbian  culture  resource  centre  Box  141, 
2  Bloor  St  W.  Ste  100-99.  M4W3E2, 

□  Broadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1.  598-351.3,  Monthly  fem- 
inist newspaper  Substantial  contributions  by  lesbians 

□  Canadian  Women's  Movement  Archives.  Box  928.  StnO, 
M4T2P1.  597-8865. 

□  Constance  Hamilton  Housing  Co-op.  For  women  only.  523  Melita 
Cres.  M6G  3X9.  532-8860. 

□  Fireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  977-8681 .  Feminist  quar- 
terly ol  politics  and  the  arts. 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St,  second  floor, 
M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free  medical  clinic.  Birth  control  and  gyne- 
cological into  VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals.  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues.  Thur,  4  pm- 
8  pm.  Call  ahead. 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70,  Sin  F,  M4Y  2L4 
789-4541   Independent  socialist-feminist  organization. 
□Jessie's  Centre  for  Teenage  Women.  154  Bathurst  St,  M5V  2R3 
365-1888  Multi-service  agency.  Lesbian-positive 

□  Macphail  House.  389  Church  St,  M5B  2A1 .  977-1 037  Long- 
term  YWCA  residence  for  women  1 6-25 .  Shared  co-op  apartments 

□  Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave.  M4M  2G8. 
461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  (or  women  16  and  over,  including 
mothers  with  children 

□  Otherwise.  New  U  of  T  feminist  newspaper.  531-5460. 

□  Power  and  Trust,  S/M.  Call  if  what  you  want.  Toronto  lesbian 
S/M  support  group  now  in  formation  (and  we  don't  have  a  name 
yet1)  For  further  inlo,  send  SASE  to  Drawer  E774,  Box  7289,  Stn 
A.  M5W1X9, 

□  Sislering.  Drop-in  centre  lor  transient  women.  Counselling  and 
referrals  for  housing,  doctors,  social  agencies,  etc  Free  colfee  and 
lunch  in  a  non-threatening,  supportive  atmosphere  Mon-Fri,  8 
am-4  pm  Scadding  Court  Community  Centre,  707  Dundas  W  (at 
Bathurst),  366-0001: 

□  Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson  Women's  Centre,  SURPI.  380  Vic- 
toria St,  M5B  1W7  Ryerson  women's  radio  show  collective.  Les- 
bian and  leminisl  music,  interviews  and  announcements  Sundays 
at  noon.  CKLN-FM  88  1  To  place  announcements,  call  598-9838 
nStop86.  86  Madison  Ave.  M5R  2S4,  922-3271,  Crisis  housing 
and  social  service  centre  lor  women  under  25 

□  Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre.  22  Davisville  Ave. 
M4S  1E8,  487-2807  9-5  Mon-Thurs,  9-2:30  Fri,  Employment 
counselling ,  ]ob  search  and  career  planning  workshops. 

□  Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Sell-Help  Network.  Suite  202.  Box 
2213,  Stn  P,  M5S2T2  Phoneline:  961-7319  Self-help  group  for 
women  addicted  lo  alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Weekly  meetings 
□Toronto  Differently  Abled  Women's  Accessibility  Committee. 
929-9327  (weekday  mornings) 

I  iToronlo  Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597.  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4.  Crisis 
line  964-8080.  Business  line:  964-7477  Inlo,  self-defence 
courses 

□  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  73  Harbord  SI,  M5S  1G4 
922-8744 

l   Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op.  Parhament/Shuter  area 
Woman-identified  space  run  by  resident  members  and  owned  col- 
lectively 925-2475x330 

□  Toronto  Women's  Social  Network.  Non-profit  group  devoted  to 
organizing  activities  tor  gay  women  in  and  around  Toronto,  Call 
923-GAYS  for  event  listings 

I    TheWeb.  821-1416  Free  monthly  newsletter  of  women's 
events  Available  at  SCM  Bookstore,  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  Cameo,  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  or  MCCT 

Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  22  Davisville  Si, 
M4S  1E8  534-1161 

Women  s  Counselling.  Referral  and  Education  Centre.  525  Bloor 
StW,  M5S1Y4  Phoneline  open  Mon-Fn  1-4  pm  534-7501, 
Education  about  and  referral  to  self-help  groups  and  other  com- 
munity resources 

Women's  Independent  Thoughtz  (WITZ),  Group  lor  exchange  ol 
ideas  and  creative  endeavours  768-9496  or  536-3162 

Women's  Media  Alliance,  c/o  940  Queen  St  E,  M4M  1J7  Phyllis 
Waugh, 466-8840 

Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  StW.  M5S  1V6. 
923-6641,  Ext  244  Books,  periodicals,  audio  &  video  tapes 

□  Womensports.  Women's  sports  store  561  Mt  Pleasant  Rd  (s  of 
Eglinlon)  481-2531 

Womynly  Way  Productions.  427  Bloor  StW,  M5S  1X7 
925-6568  Company  bringing  concerts,  dance  and  theatrical 
performances  to  the  city 
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STRAIGHT 
MISFORTUNE 

It's  been  a  bad  year  for  playwright  John 
Herbert.  First  there  was  Theatre  Autumn 
Leaf's  ill-fated  production  of  Magda, 
which  brought  down  the  wrath  of  local 
theatre  critics  and  buffs  alike.  And  the  re- 
mounting by  Eclectic  Theatre  Produc- 
tions of  Herbert's  landmark  '60s  prison 
drama,  Fortune  and  Men 's  Eyes  (at  Tar- 
ragon Theatre's  Extra  Space  since  March 
26,  and  now  held  over  to  May  12), 
seemed  hopelessly  misconceived  and  mis- 
directed in  the  worst  possible  way. 

Director  Jordan  Merkur,  a  fourth-year 
drama  student  at  York  University, 
seemed  intent  on  subverting  the  danger- 
ous radicalism  of  the  original  by  playing 
down  its  relentlessly  homosexual  atmos- 
phere, substituting  romantic  yearnings 
for  uncompromising  sexual  politics. 

The  biggest  problem  with  Eclectic's  ap- 
proach lay  in  casting  Maurice  Wint,  a 
likeable  and  powerful  black  actor,  as 
Queenie.  From  his  first  speech  it  was  clear 
that  neither  Wint  nor  his  director  had 
much  sense  of  what  would  motivate  a 
character  like  Queenie,  and  even  less 
sense  of  the  complicated  dynamics  of 
power  and  verbal  tyranny  which  allow 
Queenie  to  keep  her  fragile  hold  on  real- 
ity and  cell-block  dominance.  With  his 
strong  features,  gorgeous  GQ  body  and 
irrepresible  charm,  Wint  turned  Queenie 
into  an  affectionate  straight  parody  of  a 
drag  queen.  Fine  for  his  exhuberant  fans 
and  classmates,  but  disastrous  for  the  cal- 
culated interplay  of  energies  and  stereo- 
types which  give  Herbert's  play  its  unique 
and  disquieting  rhythm. 

But  keep  your  eye  on  the  activities  of 
this  ambitious  group  of  actors.  They're 
obviously  capable  of  some  very  exciting 
things  once  they've  found  a  vehicle  for 
their  unfocussed  energies.  Right  now  they 
perform  with  a  weird,  frenetic  despera- 
tion that's  scary  to  watch.  They  dole  out 
heaps  of  physical  abuse  to  one  another, 
taking  one  dangerous  fall  after  another 
and  pushing  confrontations  into  the 
realm  of  hysteria. 

That  approach  may  work  for  some 
plays,  and  I  hope  they  find  them.  But  for 
Fortune,  which  generates  its  relentless 
power  from  a  series  of  subtle  relation- 
ships revolving  around  a  finely  delineated 
gay  centre,  it  only  spells  disaster. 

PG  BakerD 


OUTRE  DOUBLE 

Early  in  Sky  Gilbert's  Radiguet  (at  the 
Theatre  Centre,  March  15-31),  Cocteau 
(Alan  Rosenthal)  confesses  that  admirers 
often  tell  him,  "You  have  genius,  but 
sometimes  you  write  garbage!"  It  might 
be  tempting  the  reply,  waggishly,  that  this 
new  play  displays  both  and  neither. 

Such  a  response  would  entirely  miss  the 
point  of  this  extraordinary  new  theatre 
piece  —  a  playful  exploration  of  the  hec- 
tic, often  tempestuous  relationship  be- 
tween legendary  surrealist  Jean  Cocteau 
and  his  enfant  terrible  lover  (aged  15!), 
Raymond  Radiguet. 

It  would  also  be  misleading  and  sim- 
plistic to  view  Radiguet  as  a  mere  throw- 
back to  earlier  meditations  by  writer/ 
director  Gilbert  on  unhappy  or  self- 
loathing  gay  artists  —  Pasolini,  David 
Hockney,  E  A  Lacey,  to  name  a  few  — 
obsessed  with  self-destruction  as  they  suc- 
cumb to  the  lure  of  beautiful  but  essenti- 
ally unloveable,  unattainable  young  men. 


UnCOrSGtted:  Following  in  the  tradition  of  the  Women 's  Perspective  Festival 
of  1983  and  Alter  Eros  of  1984,  Gallery  940  presents  Fern  Fest  '85,  a  festival  of  multi- 
disciplinary  art  by  women.  "This  year's  festival  is  a  continuation  of  the  last  two 
years,"  says  Gina  Stepaniuk,  one  of  the  organizers,  "but  it  is  similar  only  informal. 
This  year's  show  is  more  evolved:  it  contains  more  positive  pieces,  more  lesbian 
material  —  and  it 's  not  oppressed,  it 's  more  celebrated." 

Femfestivities  include  art  installations  in  four  spaces:  Pages  Bookstore  (256  Queen 
St  W);  the  Pauline  McGibbon  Cultural  Centre  (86  Lombard  St);  Black  Perspectives 
Studio  (334  King  St  E);  and  Gallery  940  (940  Queen  St  E).  On  May  4,5&6,  Gallery 
940  will  hold  a  Delta  Venus  Quilting  Bee  —  beginners  and  old  hands  are  welcome  to 
contribute  to  the  making  of  the  Fern  Fest  "underwear  quilt,"  which  will  be  made  en- 
tirely from  donated  private  garments  (bring  your  panties)  and  will  hang  for  the  dura- 
tion of  the  festival  at  the  Pauline  McGibbon  Centre.  On  May  13  and  21,  the  Women's 
Art  Resource  Centre  co-sponsors  discussions  with  the  artists.  On  May  19,  "Blood  is 
for  Bleeding,"  a  positive  performance  piece  about  menstruation  —  with  door  prizes! 
On  May  14,  22  and  29,  live  performance,  music,  storytelling,  film  and  video  and  much 
more.  On  Sat,  May  25,  a  Benefit  Bash  at  the  Party  Centre  to  celebrate  the  month 's 
Femfestivities. 

Information  about  all  Fern  Fest  activities  is  available  by  calling  Nina  Forte  at  Gallery 
940,  466-2030.  Above,  Lyn  Carter's  "Walking  Corset,"  1983.  Unlace  yourself  and 
come  out  and  celebrate.  5MD 


Radiguet  concerns  itself  in  a  more  posi- 
tive, lighthearted  manner  with  the  exclu- 
sive (at  least  in  its  early  stages)  love  of  an 
older  artist  for  one  young  man,  who  hap- 
pens to  be  an  artist  himself.  The  familiar 
trappings  may  be  there,  but  the  equal 
matching  of  the  two  artists  (some  would 
argue  that  Radiguet  had  an  edge  on  Coc- 
teau where  natural  genius  is  concerned) 
has  made  an  enormous  difference  in  the 
dynamics  and  dramatic  texture  of  this 
unusual  new  theatre  work. 


This  change  of  emphasis  does  not  im- 
ply, of  course,  that  Sky  Gilbert  has  solved 
all  the  problems  or  sidestepped  the  thea- 
trical pitfalls  of  the  sub-genre  he  and 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times  have  made  so  fam- 
iliar to  Toronto  audiences.  Some  of  the 
monologues,  usually  the  playwright's 
greatest  strength,  seem  self-conscious, 
stilted,  expendable.  Gilbert  still  needs  to 
solve  the  problem  of  how  to  play  his  au- 
dience: how  to  charm  us  with  the  outre 
antics  of  his  subjects  while  at  the  same 


Eddie  Roy  (Radiguet)  and  Alan  Rosenthal  (Cocteau):  effective  in  stylish  set  pieces 


time  distancing  us  from  their  melodrama- 
tics  —  all  without  robbing  us  of  the  op- 
portunity to  sympathize  genuinely  with 
their  self-doubts  and  the  unresolved  con- 
flicts of  their  own  genius.  Beauty  may 
well  be  "a  criminal  who  serves  its  own 
ends,"  as  Cocteau  himself  alleges  —  but 
the  play  must  reach  beyond  itself  to 
"serve"  or  involve  an  audience.  Even  the 
most  devoted  would  be  hard  pressed  to 
know  how  to  respond  to  Cocteau  —  a 
jaunty  figure  who's  been  prancing  and 
smiling  for  most  of  the  evening  —  when 
he  suddenly  turns  to  us  and  proclaims,  "I 
want  to  be  broke!  I  want  to  shatter  like 
glass!" 

Radiguet  may  not  take  us  very  far  into 
the  inner  workings  of  its  two  main  char- 
acters —  we  don't  end  up  caring  about 
them  much,  really  —  but  visually  the  play 
is  full  of  enchantment.  Mary  Kerr's  won- 
derful stylized  sets,  with  Cocteauesque 
squiggles  defining  archways,  columns  and 
innovatively  used  ramps,  convey  perfectly 
the  playful,  sensuous  atmosphere  of  the 
play:  a  brilliant  design  concept  aided  by 
Patsy  Lang's  imaginative  lighting.  There 
were  even  surrealistic  daggers  thrust  sud- 
denly from  side  curtains  —  a  friendly  nod 
toward  the  famous  torches  adorning  the 
beast's  castle  in  Cocteau's  film,  La  Belle 
et  la  Bete. 

Alan  Rosenthal  and  Eddie  Roy  (Radi- 
guet) coped  admirably  with  a  script  that 
often  seemed  excessively  allusive,  convo- 
luted, even  dramatically  inconsistent.  The 
two  were  more  effective  in  the  play's 
stylish  set  pieces,  gliding  up  and  down  the 
runway  in  a  swoopy  tango  ("Adieu  New 
York,  Goodbye  San  Francisco"),  or  lan- 
gorously  smoking  on  silken  cushions  in  a 
scrupulously  directed  scene,  exchanging 
caresses  and  flippant  bon  mots:  "Life's 
just  finding  out  that  everything's  just  a 
bit  boring." 

Only  Jennifer  Phipps,  outstanding 
both  as  Jean's  formidible  Maman  and  as 
Beatrice  Hastings,  the  "Duck  Woman" 
("I'm  looking  for  a  man  who'll  beat  me 
just  like  Modigliani!"),  manages  to  blend 
the  serious  and  absurd  elements  of  the 
play  in  a  theatrically  convincing  way. 
Masked  and  coiffed  extravagantly  with  a 
Medusa-snake  headdress,  Phipp's  Ma- 
man is  unforgettable  as  she  demands  of 
Cocteau,  "But  surely  two  men  making 
love  are  merely  two  carcasses."  In  the 
final  "operatic"  trio  of  the  play,  Phipps 
generated  pathos  and  power  as  Mme 
Cocteau  eulogizes  the  prematurely  de- 
ceased Radiguet:  "They  say  the  child  had 
talent.  I'm  no  judge....  Mend  your  heart 
and  think  nothing." 

All  this  added  up  to  a  bizarre  but  im- 
mensely entertaining  opening  night.  It 
must  have  been  excruciating  for  Gilbert 
to  discover  the  lukewarm  critical  recep- 
tion accorded  his  new  work  by  disap- 
pointed critics  from  the  straight  press 
wjio'd  obviously  come  expecting  another 
Dressing  Gown  (Glbert's  great  fall  suc- 
cess); or  by  /Vow's  hostile  reviewer,  who 
managed  to  miss  the  point  of  the  play  and 
reduce  its  ebullient  energy  to  a  paren- 
thesis around  his  particular  boredom. 

I  hope  that  Gilbert  will  continue  to  ex- 
plore the  kind  of  non-mainstream  theatre 
that  Radiguet  embodies,  enlisting  the 
visual  support  of  designers  like  Mary 
Kerr;  that  he  won't  feel  tempted  to  give  in 
to  the  demands  of  the  jaded  or  simplistic 
who'd  reduce  his  enterprise  to  formula 
dramas:  gay  versions  of  Days  of  Our 
Lives  ox  Neil  Simon  farces.  After  proving 
that  he  can  write  immensely  accessible, 
commercially  viable  works  like  The 
Dressing  down  it  he  chooses.  Sky  Gilbert 
has  every  right  in  the  world  every  so  often 
to  spoof  and  prance  his  way  through  a 
world  of  mirrors  not  unlike  Cocteau's,  as 
fragmentary  or  puzzling  as  that  world 
mayseem.  P(.  Baker 
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B4L  y  all  appearances  I  was 
an  average  high  school 
student.  I  had  classes  and 
activities,  friends  and  enemies.  But 
all  that  changed  on  May  28, 1984 
when  the  latest  edition  of 


The  Olympus,  our  school  literary 
magazine,  was  issued.  I  had  submitted  a 
piece  of  poetry  for  publication.  That 
would  not  have  been  any  big  deal  for 
most  of  the  2,800  students  of  Harry 
Ainlay  Composite  High  School  in  Ed- 
monton. But  my  poem  was  controversial: 
it  dealt  with  homosexuality  —  my  own. 
I  first  heard  that  my  poem  had  been 
published  during  first  period  Monday 
morning.  I  was  enjoying  my  spare  listen- 
ing to  Eartha  Kitt  on  my  Walkman  when 
two  teachers  stopped  me.  They  said,  "We 
saw  your  poem  and  it  was  very  good."  At 
first  it  didn't  click.  "What  poem?"  I 
asked.  Then  it  hit  me  and  I  thanked  them 
for  the  compliment. 


% 


It  had  been  a  very  bad  day  earlier  in  the 
year  that  prompted  me  to  write  a  poem  to 
express  my  long-standing  anger  at  the  in- 
justices perpetrated  against  me  because  I 
was  a  little  different. 

It  was  the  week  before  first  semester's 
midterm  exam  week.  I  was  walking 
through  the  hallway  alongside  the  large 
centre  square  in  the  middle  of  our  school 
during  the  change  break  between  fourth 
and  last  class.  All  of  a  sudden,  Darren, 
one  of  the  school's  jock-assholes,  jumped 
in  front  of  me,  made  kissing  noises  and 
said,  "I  wanna  kiss  a  faggot."  1  just 
shook  my  head  in  disgust.  Darren  repeat- 
ed his  statement  while  I  tried  to  push  my 
way  past.  But  he  was  bigger  than  I  was, 
so  it  was  no  use.  After  about  five  minutes 
of  this,  his  girlfriend  said,  "Oh,  leave  him 
alone.  He's  never  done  anything  to  you." 
Darren  just  pushed  her  away  and  told  her 
to  mind  her  own  business.  By  this  time, 
things  looked  awfully  hopeless:  Darren  in 


front  of  me  and  all  of  his  silly  macho 
friends  behind. 

Suddenly,  a  very  tall  student  whom  I 
had  never  seen  before  came  up  to  Darren 
and  said,  "Get  out  of  his  way!" 

"Why?  Do  you  wanna  go  fag  off  to- 
gether?" replied  Darren.  The  stranger 
pushed  Darren  aside  and  let  me  go  by.  I 
thanked  him  and  went  off  to  register  a 
complaint  with  one  of  the  school's  vice- 
principals,  Mr  Zbitnew. 

Mr  Zbitnew  said,  "Well,  Ian,  we're 
really  busy  right  now  and  I  don't  have 
time  to  deal  with  this  properly.  Come 
back  next  week  or  maybe  the  week  after 
exams."  I  did  go  back  but,  needless  to 
say,  the  whole  incident  was  swept  under 
the  rug  and  nothing  was  done. 

That's  when  I  wrote  the  poem.  After  I 
had  finished  it,  I  showed  it  to  a  small 
group  of  girl  friends  at  school  who  knew  I 
was  gay.  I  told  them  of  my  idea  of  turn- 
ing it  in  for  publication  in  the  literary 
magazine.  They  warned  me  that  things 
could  get  difficult  but  they  all  agreed  to 
stand  behind  me. 

I  was  still  unsure  if  it  would  be  worth 
the  trouble  publishing  the  poem.  Another 
incident  let  me  know  it  was  the  only  thing 
I  was  able  to  do. 

It  was  the  first  week  back  after  Christ- 
mas break.  Wednesday  afternoon  I  took 
my  bus  from  the  school  into  my  neigh- 
bourhood where  I  had  to  transfer  to  an- 
other bus.  While  I  was  waiting  for  the 
second  bus,  Richard,  a  student  from  my 
Perspectives  for  Living  class,  approached 
me  and  said,  "I  don't  like  the  way  you've 
been  actin'  in  class.  You're  really  askin' 
for  it!"  (Richard  was  referring  to  my 
rather  liberal  stands  on  topics  like  wom- 
en, abortion  and  contraception  that  I  had 
expressed  throughout  the  year.) 

"All  I  want  is  to  be  left  alone,"  I  told 
him.  Richard  grabbed  me  with  fists  fly- 
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ing.  I  tried  to  cover  my  face  but  it  was  no 
use.  He  punched  through  my  hands  to  my 
face  and  then  to  my  stomach.  Next  he 
threw  me  to  the  ground  and  started  kick- 
ing me  in  the  face.  Throughout  all  of  this, 
all  he  said  was,  "Fight  back,  faggot,  fight 
back!"  Richard  stopped  his  assault  when 
he  saw  me  bleeding  on  the  snow  (oh,  boy, 
homos  do  bleed!).  Richard  left  and  I  got 
on  the  bus.  I  must  have  looked  pretty  aw- 
ful because  midway  through  the  trip  the 
driver  stopped  the  bus  and  brought  me 
some  paper  towels  to  go  with  the  Kleenex 
handed  to  me  previously  by  some  nice 
East  Indian  girls. 

When  I  got  home  I  looked  at  myself. 
My  face  and  jacket  were  covered  in 
blood,  my  watch  didn't  work  and  I  ached 
all  over!  I  was  not  pleased! 

The  next  morning,  covered  in  bruises,  I 
went  to  see  Mr  Zbitnew  again.  Mr  Zbit- 
new  and  Richard's  vice-principal,  Mr 
Stolee,  told  me  that  there  was  not  a  lot 
they  could  (or  would)  do.  They  also 
brought  up  the  possibility  that  I  might  be 
a  "natural  victim."  Natural  victim  or  not, 
I  wanted  something  done.  Finally,  Rich- 
ard was  removed  from  my  PFL  class  (the 
only  class  he  hadn't  dropped  or  been 
kicked  out  of)  and  left  free  to  roam  the 
halls  till  the  end  of  the  semester.  Nothing 
was  done  about  my  watch  or  the  blood  on 
my  coat. 

I  had  decided!  Nothing  could  be  worse 
than  the  present  situation.  I  now  had  to 
publish  the  poem. 


On  Tuesday  copies  of  The  Olympus  had 
begun  to  be  distributed  in  some  English 
classes.  By  the  end  of  the  day  1  began  to 
see  more  and  more  of  the  two-tone  blue- 
covered  books.  People  would  ask  me, 
"Did  you  write  that  poem  in  the  book?" 

"What  poem?" 

"  'High  School  Faggot'  —  the  one  in 
the  book." 

"Oh,  that  poem."  I  must  have  had  that 
same  exchange  of  words  at  least  fifteen 
times  in  two  days. 

Most  people  quietly  talked  among 
themselves  on  Tuesday,  saying, "Did  you 
see  it?"  and  "That's  him,  the  one  who 
wrote  the  poem."  They  didn't  say  any- 
thing directly  to  me  —  just  looked  my 
way  with  nervous  smiles. 

On  Wednesday,  the  action  started  to 
heat  up.  People  began  to  take  sides  on  my 
poem:  pro  and  not-so-pro.  By  this  point 
all  of  the  2,800  students  had  at  least  seen 
the  poem  and  it  was  the  Big  Topic  of  con- 
versation. In  my  Social  Studies  class  I 
began  to  hear  people's  reactions.  One  stu- 
dent, Allan,  came  up  to  me  before  class 
and  said,  "You  have  guts  but  you  were 
stupid  for  putting  a  name  to  that  poem." 

It  was  quite  a  shock  to  receive  even  a 
semi-positive  comment  from  Allan.  A 
couple  of  months  before,  he  and  three 
other  students  had  bought  numerous 
packages  of  Smarties,  removed  all  the 
pink  ones  and  placed  them  in  a  box  with  a 
note  for  me.  The  note  read:  "Pink  to 
match  your  personality  —  here's  to  your 
femininity  —  eat  up  —  love,  the  whole 
class." 

I ,  who  happened  to  be  wearing  a  bow 
tie  the  exact  colour  of  the  candies, 
thanked  them.  I  couldn't  resist  remarking 
to  the  writer  of  the  note  that  I  was  glad  to 
see  he  hadn't  misspelled  any  of  the 
words.  At  the  time  I  thought:  a  free  box 
of  candy  is  a  free  box  of  candy,  even  if  it 
did  have  malicious  intent. 


On  Thursday,  four  of  my  friends  had 
classes  that  discussed  the  poem,  opposing 
views  on  homosexuality  and  whether  I 
had  a  right  to- bring  the  subject  out  into 
the  open  at  all. 

I  received  a  few  insults  and  catcalls.  I 
was  walking  past  a  group  of  heads  and 
jocks  on  my  way  to  a  morning  class  when 
a  rather  attractive  student,  Jim,  said, 
"Hey,  guy!  I  want  a  piece  of  your  ass!" 
Instead  of  saying,  "Fuck  off!",  I  spun 
around  and  said,  "Why,  thank  you. 
That's  the  most  wonderful  offer  I've  had 
all  day.  Besides,  you're  kind  of  cute." 
That  put  one  head  in  his  place,  at  least 
until  lunch  time. 

In  the  cafeteria  I  was  talking  to  my 
friend  Leslie  when  one  of  the  people  at 
the  table  where  the  heads  and  jocks  were 
sitting  called  me  over.  He  said,  "There's 
a  party  this  weekend  and  I  was  wondering 
if  you  would  like  to  come."  Knowing 
what  would  happen  if  I  went  to  that  par- 
ty, I  said,  "Well,  I  don't  think  so." 

"I  could  pay  you,"  he  said. 

"For  what?" 

"You  know." 

"No,  I  don't  know."  I  added,  as  if  it 
had  just  hit  me,  "Oh,  you  want  to  pay  me 
for  sex." 

"That's  it." 

"I'm  just  not  into  it." 

"Why  not?" 

"Because." 

After  a  bit  more  of  this,  I  became 
bored  with  the  conversation  and  said, "I 
may  be  gay,  but  I'm  not  desperate!"  I 
went  to  the  back  of  the  cafeteria  to  get 
some  lunch,  leaving  a  whole  table  of  Les- 
lie's friends  clapping. 

Friday  was  much  the  same  as  Thurs- 
day. Near  the  end  of  the  lunch  break,  Mr 
Stolee  came  up  to  me  and  said,  "High 
School  Faggot,  huh?" 

"Yes,  that  was  the  poem  I  wrote,"  I 
replied.  Shaking  his  head,  Mr  Stolee  said, 
in  a  tone  almost  bordering  on  fatherly, 
"You  sure  did  it  this  time."  I  just  smiled, 
shrugged  and  reminded  him  he  had  called 
me  a  "natrual  victim"  earlier  in  the  year. 


"By  the  way,  what  does  that  pink  tri- 
angle mean?"  he  asked  as  I  was  walking 
off. 

I  came  back  and  told  him  that  other 
groups  besides  the  Jews  had  been  in- 
terned in  the  concentration  camps  of  Nazi 
Germany.  I  explained  that  all  the  groups 
were  marked  with  differently  coloured 
triangles  and  that  homosexuals  were 
marked  with  pink  ones.  I  told  him  we 
wear  these  triangles  to  remember  our  gay 
people  who  died  in  the  war. 


m 

"Oh,"  he  said,  stunned,  "But  why  did 
you  have  to  be  so  obvious  about  it?  You 
could  have  been  a  bit  more  discreet." 

"If  the  homosexuals  of  Nazi  Germany 
had  spoken  up,  maybe  they  wouldn't 
have  been  victims  of  genocide.  In  the 
words  of  Sydney  Abbott:  'There  is  no 
political  gain  in  silence  and  submission,'  " 
I  replied. 
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I  was  hassled  and  harassed  throughout 
the  rest  of  the  year  and  I  lost  a  few  casual 
acquaintances  who  used  to  chit-chat  with 
me.  However,  more  of  the  female  mem- 
bers of  the  school  population  began  to 
talk  to  me  —  not  just  your  regular  "Hi" 
and  "How  are  you?",  but  actually  talk- 
ing to  me  as  a  person. 

I  was  someone  they  didn't  have  to 
worry  about  making  a  pass  at  them  and  I 
wasn't  someone  who  would  gossip  with 
other  women  about  what  they  said.  I 
since  have  got  to  know  many  of  these 
women,  which  might  never  have  hap- 
pened if  I  had  remained  closeted. 

What  really  felt  good  was  the  total 
honesty  I  could  now  display  with  every- 
one. I  no  longer  had  to  censor  my  views, 
experiences,  emotions  and  feelings.  I 
could  be  my  own  person  and  not  have  to 
bother  with  lies  about  my  relationships  or 
my  recreational  activities. 

After  the  poem  was  published,  some 
people  said  things  like,  "What  have  you 
accomplished  by  this?  You're  just  flaunt- 
ing it!"  I  wasn't  flaunting.  As  Robin 
Tyler  has  said,  when  a  heterosexual  male 
shows  a  picture  of  his  girlfriend,  wife  or 
kids,  when  he  talks  about  his  likes, 
dislikes,  acivities  or  whom  he's  dating, 
it's  called  "sharing."  When  I  talked 
about  my  oppression  and  my  concerns 
and  how  I  felt,  it  was  called  "flaunting." 
I  wasn't  flaunting.  I  was  sharing.  Isn't  it 
about  time  we,  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
shared? 

On  the  last  day  of  school,  I  was  walk- 
ing down  one  of  the  halls.  Somebody  I 
vaguely  remembered  from  elementary 
school  spat  in  my  face  and  said,  "Filthy 
faggot!"  I  didn't  know  what  to  do,  so  I 
continued  on  to  pick  up  my  books.  On 
my  way  out  the  door,  a  pretty  girl  who 
had  been  in  one  of  my  classes  earlier  in 
the  year  said,  "Ian,  I  saw  your  poem.  I 
thought  it  was  really  good.  You  sure  were 
brave  to  write  it.  I  admire  you." 

I  thanked  her  and  we  smiled  at  each 
other. 
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Postscript:  Since  the  writing  of  this  arti- 
cle, I  have  returned  to  school  at  Ainlay. 
On  my  third  day  back  I  encountered  the 
same  boy  who  had  spat  in  my  face.  I  was 
walking  out  the  door  on  my  way  home 
when  I  heard  the  familiar  words:"Fuck- 
ing  faggot!" 

"Why  do  you  have  to  harass  me?" 

"Because  you're  a  fucking  faggot!" 

"Does  that  bother  you  or  affect  you  in 
anyway?" 

"You  make  me  sick.  Get  out  of  my 
sight  before  I  drop  you!" 

"It's  people  with  attitudes  like  yours 
that  really  bother  me  and  I  don't  have  to 
take  it." 

"Oh,  yeah?"  he  said,  walking  towards 
me.  I  warned  him  that  if  he  touched  me 
once  I'd  go  down  to  the  office  and  let 
them  deal  with  him.  "I  don't  have  to 
touch  you!"  he  said  and  spat  on  my 
back. 

I  went  to  the  office  again  to  tell  Mr 
Stolee  my  story.  He  told  me  to  get  the 
guy's  name  and  he  would  take  care  of  it. 
"But  he's  still  down  at  the  end  of  the 
hall,"  I  said.  We  went  down  to  speak  to 
him. 

The  boy  denied  even  seeing  me  before, 
so  we  all  moved  to  Mr  Stolee's  office  to 
sort  things  out.  Mr  Stolee  told  us  it  came 
down  to  a  matter  of  whom  he  believed 
and  he  said  he  believed  me.  Mr  Zbitnew 
was  called  in  by  this  time  and  the  boy 
finally  admitted  to  lying.  The  end  result 
was  suspension  for  him  until  his  parents 
could  come  in. 

At  least  now  when  I  need  help,  it's 
available.  Things  aren't  perfect,  but 
they're  definitely  better!  □ 


High  School  Faggot 

A  usual  — 

cold, 

unfriendly  — 

school  never  changes, 

nor  the  people. 

Jocks, 

Heads, 

Rockers, 

Always  verbally, 

sometimes  physically 

abusive. 

Homo, 

Faggot, 

Queer  — 

that's  what  they  call  me 

everyday, 

all  day. 

No  one  cares  for  my  feelings, 

they're  blinded 

by  hate; 

by  homophobia. 

Why  can't  they  accept  me 

for  who  — 

and  what  I  am  — 

a  person 

with  thoughts 

with  feelings 

with  emotions. 

But  I'll  survive. 

I'll  read  my  books, 

Give  my  views  and  opinions, 

Wear  my  pink  triangle 

and  be  proud  of  who, 

and  what  I  am  — 

a  male  homosexual; 

but  most  important 

I  am  — 

a  Person. 
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BEYOND 


Looking  for  gay  an  at  the  Art 
Gallery  of  Ontario  is  a  bit  like 
cruising  in  a  straight  bar:  it  might 
work  but  it's  clearly  not  going  to 
be  easy.  The  place  is  set  up  for 
something  different  to  happen.  At  the 
press  preview  of  The  European  Iceberg, 
the  massive  exhibition  of  contemporary 
German  and  Italian  art  that  ran  at  the 
gallery  from  February  8  to  April  7,  detec- 
tive work  wasn't  easy:  carpenters,  sign- 
writers  and  electricians  were  still  prepar- 
ing for  the  official  opening  the  next  day. 
The  interesting  crowd  of  an  critics  —  and 
the  rest  of  us  who  just  came  for  the  free 
coffee  and  to  have  a  look  —  saw  what  we 
could,  were  denied  entry  into  galleries 
where  noisy  work  was  still  in  progress, 
and  I  decided  I'd  have  to  come  back  at 
least  one  more  time. 

The  reason  for  all  the  chaos  on  the  day 
before  the  opening  was  that  The  Euro- 
pean Iceberg  was  the  largest  exhibition 
ever  put  on  by  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario. 
Meant  to  show  what  has  been  happening 


THE 


ICEBERG 


Alan  O'Connor,  icepick  in  hand, 
searches  out  a  gay  sensibility  at  the 

in  the  European  art  scene  over  the  last  ^^M   «  ^Mv*all^*'l  Jf    %Wm    ^^■■fcC*l  *\J 

few  years  by  concentrating  on  two  coun- 
tries, it  included  painting,  sculpture, 
fashion,  film,  photography  and  architec- 
tural, industrial  and  graphic  design. 
There  were  complaints  that  there  weren't 
enough  women  artists  represented;  what 
about  gay  art  though? 

What's  been  happening  in  Europe  (and 
the  rest  of  the  world)  over  the  past  few 
years  is  a  new  interest  in  painting  follow- 
ing a  decade  of  performance  art,  video, 
and  other  experimental  forms.  This  has 
included  a  new  interest  in  painting  the 
human  figure.  This  ought  to  throw  up 
some  homoerotic  images.  Were  there  any 
at  The  European  Iceberg! 

Members  of  the  press  corps  were 
equipped  by  the  AGO  public  relations  of- 
fice with  a  370  page  illustrated  catalogue 
describing  the  background  for  all  of  this 
new  art  work,  and  the  chapter  on  Italian 
cinema  did  have  a  wonderful  still  from 
Carmelo  Bene's  movie  adaptation  of  Sal- 
ome. The  extensive  programme  of  films 
that  accompanied  The  European  Iceberg 
included  Pasolini's  The  Arabian  Nights, 
a  beautiful  fantasy  in  which  the  young 
hero  in  search  of  his  beloved  has  sex  with 
almost  everyone  he  meets  along  the  way. 
And  the  essay  on  Italian  fashion  in  the 
catalogue  has  a  quite  wonderful  photo  of 
a  male  model  in  the  classical  gay  porn 
pose  of  taking  off  his  singlet. 

But  what  about  the  show  itself?  After  a 
couple  of  cups  of  free  AGO  coffee,  I 
started  to  have  a  look.  But  it  soon  be- 
came clear  that  although  it's  fun  to  pick 
out  the  sexy  images,  one  has  to  do  some 
thinking  about  what  counts  as  gay  art. 
Does  the  image  have  to  be  of  a  human 
figure?  Does  it  have  to  be  erotic?  What 
does  that  mean?  It  soon  was  obvious  that 
this  assignment  was  going  to  take  even 
more  detective  work  than  I'd  thought.  (In 
the  end  I  did  discover  whodunnit.  But 
more  about  him  later.) 


The  single  most  important  factor  to 
take  into  account  in  dealing  with  this 
topic  is  that  lesbian  and  gay  images  have 
almost  always  been  censored.  Images  of 
women  meant  to  be  erotic  to  men  have  a 
different  history  —  the  world  of  ad- 
vanced capitalism  is  filled  with  advertis- 
ing and  commercial  images  of  sexy  wom- 
en. Although  there  has  been  a  minor 
trend  recently  in  commercial  art  towards 
androgynous  male  sexuality,  the  world  is, 
by  and  large,  not  filled  with  erotic  images 
of  men.  This  is  the  reason  why  problems 
of  gay-male  art  are  quite  different  from 
problems  of  lesbian  art.  Lesbian  artists 
need  to  make  a  space  for  their  work  in  a 
world  that  is  crowded  by  men's  images  of 
women.  I  hope  that  some  of  what  I  have 
to  say  will  be  of  use  to  women  interested 
in  developing  lesbian  art.  But  the  argu- 
ment I'm  going  to  make  is  specifically 
about  art  by  and  for  gay  men,  because 
my  experience  of  my  own  sexuality  is  very 
much  bound  up  with  visual  images  of 
men. 

• 
The  first  objection  usually  made  to  the 
idea  of  "gay  art"  is  that  art  exists  quite 
apart  from  the  real  world  —  that  it  is 
"just"  art.  When  people  argue  this  way, 
they  are  usually  thinking  of  art  in  a  frame 
hanging  on  the  wall  of  a  museum  or  gal- 
lery. Modern  artists  would  say  this  is  a 
very  limited  notion  of  what  they're  doing: 
architecture,  fashion,  film,  photography 
and  industrial  design  are  clearly  part  of 
the  real  world.  Even  art  that  does  hang  on 
gallery  walls  is  fundamentally  about  ways 
of  seeing.  How  do  we  look  at  it?  How  do 
we  look  at  each  other? 

A  second  difficulty  is  the  ambiguous 
role  of  the  artist.  Most  artists  insist  on 
their  work  as  something  that  exists 
beyond  their  personal  lives.  They  ask  that 
we  judge  them  by  their  work  and  not  by 
their  lifestyle.  But  at  the  same  time, 
people  are  interested  in  artists'  lives. 
There  is  the  romantic  notion  of  the  artist 
as  a  special  kind  of  person:  a  genius, 
uniquely  inspired,  an  outsider.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  a  lot  of  us  are  interested  in 
what  lesbian  and  gay  male  artists  are  do- 
ing. But  is  that  because  they're  artists?  Or 
because  they're  gay? 

This  question  of  whether  to  focus  on 
art  or  artists  is  actually  a  dead  end.  If  we 
really  want  to  explore  the  idea  of  gay  art, 
we  should  start  by  looking  at  its  traditions 
and  forms,  and  consider  individual  artists 
in  the  light  of  how  they  have  developed  or 
extended  those  forms. 

The  problem  with  this  approach, 
though,  is  that  the  history  of  gay  art  has 
yet  to  be  written.  We  do  not  really  know 
what  the  traditions  have  been.  There  are  a 
lot  of  clues  in  Bryant  Amar's  The  Young 
Male  Figure  (published  in  1970),  but 
there  is  no  sustained  argument.  Margaret 
Water's  The  Male  Nude  (Penguin  Books, 
1979)  does  offer  some  discussion  of 
homosexuality,  but  her  theoretical  frame- 
work leaves  her  completely  unsympathe- 
tic to  whatever  traditions  gay  artists 
might  have  been  working  within.  She  in- 
variably describes  their  work  as  narcis- 
sistic, insecure  exhibitionism  or  a  retreat 
from  threatening  women.  If  homosexual 
images  are  soft  and  gentle,  she  describes 
them  as  appropriating  femininity;  if  they 
are  tough  or  have  overtones  of  violence, 


Ultramarine:  Salome's  slim  male  bodies  — 
sensuous  movement  in  a  public  place. 
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Many  of  us  are  interested  in  what  lesbian  and  gay  artists  are  doing. 
But  is  that  because  they  're  artists?  Or  because  they  're  gay? 


she  describes  them  as  a  brutal  sexual 
struggle.  With  this  kind  of  framework, 
it's  not  surprising  that  she  fails  to  see  the 
humour  and  irony  of  Tom  of  Finland's 
porn  drawings.  For  her,  Tom  of  Finland 
is  a  fascist:  the  ideal  man  lurking  behind 
all  those  leather  boys  is  a  Nazi  storm- 
trooper. 

To  conduct  an  intelligent  discussion  of 
gay  art,  we  need  a  knowledge  of  the  his- 
tory and  conditions  of  its  production 
and  circulation.  What  we  will  probably 
find  is  that  there  are  several  homoerotic 
traditions  in  art  history.  There  may  be 
difficulties  in  deciding  what  does  and 
doesn't  belong.  But  these  kinds  of  decis- 
ions are  common  to  any  history  of  art. 
What  is  "Canadian  art"?  What  we  call 
"Canada"  has  existed  for  little  more  than 
a  hundred  years;  our  modern  notion  of 
homosexual  identity  emerged  at  about  the 
same  time  as  this  country  did. 

In  the  absence  of  a  history  of  the  vari- 
ous traditions  of  gay  art,  we  can  fall  back 
on  descriptions  of  gay  images  over  the 
last  twenty  years  or  so.  Here,  two  essays 
are  of  particular  importance.  The  first  is  a 
catalogue  of  an  exhibition  in  New  York 
called  Extended  Sensibilities:  Homosexu- 
al Presence  in  Contemporary  Art  (The 
New  Musuem,  1982);  the  second  is  called 
"Seen  to  Be  Believed:  Some  Problems  in 
the  Representation  of  Gay  People  as  Typ- 
ical," a  piece  by  Richard  Dyer  in  Studies 
in  Visual  Communications  (Spring  1983). 

In  Extended  Sensibilities,  the  curator 
of  the  exhibit,  Daniel  Cameron,  argues 
that  there  are  three  categories  of  gay  im- 
ages. First,  there  are  those  created  for  a 
mass  heterosexual  audience  —  the  film 
Making  Love  is  a  good  example.  Second, 
there  is  the  work  created  by  gay  artists  for 
a  gay  audience  (Cameron  calls  this  Ghet- 
to Content,  because  it  maintains  a  close 
identification  with  recognizably  gay  sub- 
jects). The  third  category  is  a  synthesis  of 
the  first  two,  which  Cameron  calls  Sensi- 
bility Content.  It  is  created  from  the  per- 
sonal experience  of  homosexuality,  but 
need  not  have  anything  to  do  with  sex  or 
a  gay  lifestyle.  It  makes  symbolic  use  of  a 
shared  set  of  ideas  or  feelings.  It  often 
seems  to  its  audience  to  have  a  gay  "feel" 
—  but,  depending  on  the  audience,  this 
may  not  even  be  the  case. 

The  idea  of  Sensibility  Content  is  likely 
to  be  attractive  to  artists  (and  their  art 
dealers).  No  artist  wants  to  get  stuck  deal- 
ing only  with  the  themes  of  sex  and  gay 
lifestyle.  Many  artists  are  equally  con- 
cerned with  race,  class,  gender,  commun- 
ications —  and  the  intrinsic  interest  of  the 
various  forms  and  media  themselves. 
Sensibility  Content  is  also  easily  appro- 
priated by  the  dominant  culture.  Sub- 
merged gay  content  has  a  way  for  being 
ignored:  it  is  "just"  art.  In  a  world  where 
images  of  homoeroticism  are  severely 
censored,  Sensibility  Content  can  become 
Closet  Content. 

Richard  Dyer  argues  that  film  is  of  par- 
ticular importance  in  defining  visual  im- 
ages of  sexuality,  and  that,  both  in  film 
and  in  life,  representation  of  people  as 
types  is  both  inescapable  and  necessary. 
Some  of  the  typical  appearances  he  de- 
-.cribes:  in-between  types  (nelly  queens 
and  butch  dykes);  macho  gay  male  drag; 
the  "sad  young  man"  (especially  in  the 
'50s  and  '60s);  and  the  lesbian  feminist . 
We  live  out  these  images  —  that's  how  we 
recognize  each  other  on  the  streets  and  in 
the  movies. 


Dyer's  approach  is  historical,  based  on 
actual  images  and  illustrations.  He  insists 
that  even  apparently  simple  images  have  a 
range  of  contradictory  meanings.  The 
most  common  mistake  made  by  people 
who  are  unfamiliar  with  the  history  of 
gay  culture  is  the  reduction  of  images  to 
one  or  two  meanings  derived  from 
straight  culture.  Our  history  deserves  to 
be  respected  more  than  that. 

These  essays  by  Cameron  and  Dyer  are 
very  useful,  but  I  think  we  must  add  a 
discussion  of  cultural  institutions  and 
how  they  give  certain  images  meaning 
while  censoring  others.  One  of  the  artists 
in  The  European  Iceberg  deals  with  this 
issue  in  a  very  striking  way.  Reinhold 
Mucha,  from  Diisseldorf,  usually  makes 
sculptures  from  objects  that  he  finds  in- 
side the  gallery:  ladders,  electric  fans, 


counter  the  spiritual  emptiness  of  modern 
culture.  His  stick  paintings  are  of  humans 
as  bare,  forked  animals.  They  are  also  in 
a  very  obvious  way  sexual  —  and  may 
cause  us  to  wonder  if  the  intention  isn't  to 
project  such  overt  sexuality  back  onto 
"primitive"  people,  or  into  the  safety  of 
prehistory. 

Nor  was  it  Giulio  Paolini's  two  casts, 
though  both  had  an  obvious  sexuality. 
"Interval"  (1984)  was  mainly  about  clas- 
sical and  renaissance  notions  of  physical 
beauty.  The  homoeroticism  here  has  been 
appropriated  by  the  history  of  art,  with 
male  sexuality  fixed  at  a  safe,  classical 
distance. 

The  detective  work  ended  somewhere 
else:  the  person  whodunnit  was  Salome,  a 
German  painter  and  performance  artist 
who  lives  in  Berlin  and  New  York.  He 


rock  group  Bronski  Beat  (in  their  video 
for  "Smalltown  Boy"):  the  swimming 
pool  as  one  of  the  few  public  places  where 
male  bodies  are  stripped  to  a  sensuous 
movement. 

Salome  uses  paint  in  an  assertive,  sen- 
suous way,  and  his  work  is  lewd  and 
tough,  part  of  the  urban  underworld  that 
refuses  consumer  culture  and  good  order. 
In  Berlin,  he  helped  start  a  cooperative 
gallery  in  a  working-class  neighbourhood 
(where  the  gallery's  noisy  parties  alarmed 
the  police).  In  his  earlier  work  he  pro- 
tested fag-bashers  and  the  Nazi  im- 
prisonment of  gay  people  in  concentra- 
tion camps.  He  didn't  bring  any  of  this 
aggressively  gay  work  to  Toronto  because 
...(he  hunted  for  the  English  word) 
"How  do  you  say  when  they  say  that  you 
can't  show  this?"  He  had  heard  of  On- 


lb  Change,  To  Exchange:  Sexuality  filed  away  in 
the  safety  of  a  primitive  world? 


chairs,  tables.  For  this  exhibition  he  made 
a  sculpture  from  sections  of  the  remova- 
ble walls  of  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario 
itself.  He  wanted  to  make  the  point  that 
these  walls  are  not  solid  and  cannot  sup- 
port a  heavy  weight.  The  gallery's  archi- 
tects thought  that  "art"  would  mostly  be 
light  canvases.  This  definition  of  art, 
built  into  the  very  walls  of  the  institution, 
proceeds  to  shape  what  artists  will  create. 
Galleries  and  museums  also  have  more  di- 
rect and  conscious  ways  of  defining  what 
is  acceptable  art  and  what  is  not  —  and 
the  powers  of  the  police,  customs  officials 
and  censor  boards  are  far  less  subtle. 

• 
There  was  gay  art  in  The  European  Ice- 
berg, but  it  took  some  work  to  find  it. 

No,  it  wasn't  A  R  Penck's  "To  Change, 
to  Exchange"  (1983),  with  its  group  of 
three  nude  male  figures  with  various  signs 
and  written  symbols.  Pencil  is  interested 
in  using  the  traditions  of  the  primitive  to 


took  the  name  Salome  from  the  step- 
daughter of  King  Herod  who  demanded 
the  head  of  John  the  Baptist  as  a  reward 
for  her  exotic  dancing;  it  is  the  name,  the 
artist  says,  of  one  who  loves  and  kills  in 
the  name  of  love  and  revolution.  Salo- 
me's politics  are  subversive  and  anar- 
chistic, a  product  of  the  Berlin  punk 
movement. 

Salome  belongs  to  the  second  genera- 
tion of  painters  in  Europe  who  have 
turned  away  from  abstract  art  and  re- 
turned to  painting  the  human  figure.  For 
The  European  Iceberg,  he  brought  four 
lyrical  paintings  to  Toronto,  all  of  slim 
pink  bodies  diving,  or  thrashing  through 
a  swimming  pool.  "I  like  to  swim,"  Salo 
me  says  by  way  of  explanation  —  but  he's 
also  picked  up  on  a  theme  that  has  oc- 
cupied David  Mockney  and  the  British 


tario's  censorship. 

It  may  be  that  The  European  Iceberg 
was  not  the  kind  of  setting  in  which  to 
show  that  kind  of  gay  art,  anyway.  Salo- 
me would  have  been  cast  as  the  gay  artist, 
while  he  should  properly  be  situated  as 
one  of  the  many  artists  working  in  the 
many  different  traditions  of  gay  art. 

It  would  be  good  to  have  Salome  back 
again  in  Toronto  —  not  submerged  in  a 
huge  show  like  The  European  Iceberg, 
but  as  part  of  an  exhibition  of  the  main 
traditions  of  gay  art,  photography,  sculp 
ture,  performance  and  Rim.  We  need  to 
think  about  how  best  to  exhibit  such  art, 
not  for  a  heterosexual  audience  but  for 
ourselves. 

I  can  think  of  no  better  place  to  do  it 
than  on  the  hollow  walls  of  the  An  Gal- 
lery of  Ontario. 
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Ema  Pahe, 

President,  American 

Indian  Club,  and 

daughter  Shannan: 

'  'Being  gay  around 
my  Indian  people  is 
like  being  a  green- 
colored  fish  in  a  pond 
ofo  ther  green  fish . 
I  feel  my  people 
acknowledge  me  as  a 
person,  as  family." 


Melissa  Reichard, 

artist  Crystal  Lang, 

photographer 

' '  Why  do  people  who 

react  negatively  or 

with  disbelief  toward 

my  sexuality  think 

that  I  could  as  easily 

go  "straight "and be 

happier? I'm  happy 

loving  women." 

'  'My  sex  life  is  a  small 

part  of  my  life,  a  facet 

of  my  whole  being. 

With  people  who 

cannot  accept  it, 

it  becomes  an 

exaggerated  issue. ' ' 


Are 


Lisa  Kanemoto,  a  former  goldmsith  from  Germany,  lives 
in  San  Francisco,  where  she  works  as  a  free-lance 
photographer.  Although  she  is  not  gay,  she  has  listened 
and  discovered,  capturing  not  only  what  she  has  seen,  but  what  her 
subjects  wish  to  express.  Her  book,  We  Are,  includes  more  than 
fifty  of  them,  covering  a  wide  range  of  age,  colour  and  experience 
which  at  once  embraces  and  defies  a  common  definition  of  the 
word  "gay." 

To  those  of  us  who  know  that  sexual  differences  are  "but  a 
marvelous  nuance,"  and  that  being  gay  can  be  a  gift  in  so  many 
ways,  the  words  expressed  by  those  photographed  are  not  necessary 
for  our  appreciation  of  Lisa's  work.  Our  own  experiences  allow  us 
to  see  that  these  images  depart  from  the  cliches  of  so  many 
photographers.  The  comments  by  these  people,  however,  are  not 
lost  on  us.  We  can  all  share  in  their  lives,  in  their  expressions  of 
happiness,  and  in  growing  "as  part  of  our  daily  routine,"  with 
'  'commitments  to  raising  ourselves. ' '  Doug  Grenville  □ 

We  Are,  by  Lisa  Kanemoto,  with  an  introduction  by  Morrie  Camhi,  is  pub- 
lished by  Outreach  Press,  Box  29026,  San  Francisco,  California  94129. 
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Agnes  de  Garron,  choreographer/director 

"I  am  on  an  ever  unending  circular  quest  to  disco  ver 

those  aspects  of  myself  unrecognized,  unwanted  and  beyond 

gender  identification.  I  do  not  see  drag  or  makeup  as  disguise, 

but  rather  as  clues  to  the  disco  very  of  hidden  souls 

and  characters  held  within. " 
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Charles  Durham,  social  worker;  Michael  de  La  Roche,  tour  director 

'  'S&Mhas  to  do  with  a  m utually  agreed-upon  exchange  ofpo  wer 
in  which  the  slave  voluntarily  subjects  himselj to  his master's  will. 
Michael  has  found  his  freedom  in  slavery  to  the  man  he  loves,  and 
similarly,  Charles  has  found his in  the  possession  this  involves." 

Debi  Sundahl,  erotic  dancer;  Nan  Kinney,  construction  worker 

' ' 1 have  always  been  attracted  to  the  masculine.  Not  until  I  met 
and  fell  in  love  with  a  masculine  woman,  did  I  know  the 

full  fruition  of  my  attraction." 


John  Ortiz  Clas, 
bar  manager 

"When  I  realized 
my  homosexuality  — 
admitted  it  and  lived 
it  —  I  no  longer  had 
to  deal  with  guilt  and 
loneliness.  I  found 
understanding, 
acceptance  and 
family." 


Merit  Charles, 
teacher;  Bill  Phillips, 
computer  analyst 
and  son  Bryce: 

"We  are  a  Papa, 
a  Daddy  and  a  son. 
Growing  up  is  part  of 
our  daily  routine. 
Parenting  is  full  of 
joys  and  pains  — 
sharing  and  caring  — 
teaching  and  learning 
—  cries  and  laughter. 
A 11  of  this  makes  us 
proud  of  the  family 
we  are." 

"Maybe  someday 
there  will  be  a  sister 
for  Bryce." 
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Intimate  dining  at 

PRIVATE 

=M*f 

Fine  European  Food                ^^^^ 

Vealpompadore 

$7.95 

Chicken  paprikas!" 

$6.75 

Cabbage  rolls            $5.95 

Lamb  chops 

$7.95 

Pork  chops                 $6.95 

Breaded  chicken 

$6.95 

Shishkabob               $7.95 

Wooden forone 

$10.95 

Woodenplatter       $19.95 

Veal  cordon  bleu 

$7.50 

for  two 

Rib  steak 

$7.95 

Viennaschnitzel       $6.95 

New  York  strip 

$11.95 

T-bone  steak              $8.95 

Sole  saute 

$6.95 

Breaded  sole             $6.95 

Salmon  steak 

$8.95 

Sauteed  scallops      $8.95 

Rainbow  trout 

$7.95 

Halibutsteak             $7.95 

Fish  platter 

$9.95 

Dally  Specials  Monday 

to  Thursday  —  2  for  1 

457    Church    Street  •   923-3469 

the  wacky,  award-winning  evening 

of  Consciousness  Lowering! 

MA  Y 15-MA  Y 19 

lor  Informanon  and  Reservations  Call  927-8998 
Advance  Tickets  Available  at 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 

In  association  with  Wbmynly  Way 

Fiesta,  Russet  Wright, 
Chase  Chrome, 
Bakelite.  Celluloid, 
Vintage  Fashion, 
selected  new  items. 

20TH  CENTUR 
FASHION  AND 

446  Queen  St.  V 

V  STYLES  IN  DECOR 
POPULAR  CULTURE 

V.,  Toronto  366-67 1  7 

The  Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council 
presents 


We 


II  w 


your  language... 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 


CHOICE 


We  have  fresh  top  quality  beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


BraiOt  |     ...Can  we 

talk? 

Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 


METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

OF  TORONTO 

730  Bathurst  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2R4 

(416)  536-2848 

Rev  Brent  Hawkes.  B  Sc,  B  Ed,  Pastor 

An  Ecumenical  Christian  Church  tor  all  people  with  a  special  ministry  ti 
the  Gay  Community 


What  We  Believe 
FAITH 

Now  faith  is  the  assurance  of  things  hoped  for.  the  conviction  of  things  not  seen  ...For 
whoever  would  draw  near  to  God  must  believe  that  God  exists...         HEBREWS  11:1,6 

HOPE 

...a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  having  the  eyes  of  your 

hearts  enlightened,  that  you  may  know  what  is  the  hope  to  which 

God  has  called  you . . .         EPHESIANS  1:17-18 


LOVE 

Love  is  patient  and  kind... rejoices  in  the  right. ..bears  all 

things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all 

things... never  ends.         1  CORINTHIANS  134,  6-8 

So  faith,  hope,  love  abide,  these  three:  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love.  1  CORINTHIANS  13:13 

Worship  Services 

Sunday 

at  11:00  am  &  7:30  pm 
With  Singspiration  15  minutes  before  services 

'Wheelchair  accessibility 
All  sen  ices 
will  he  signed  tor  (he  deal'. 

Instrumental  Ensemble* 

Tuesday  at  6:30  pm 

Choir 
Sunday  at  5:30pm. 

'Church  membership  is  not  required  for  participation  in  these  groups 
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Weddings  and  Funerals  by  Aileen  La 

Tourette  and  Sara  Maitland,  $7.95  U.S. 

Vila,  An  Adventure  Story  by  Sarah  Baylis. 

$7.50  US. 

The  Evolution  of  Darkness  and  Other  Stories 

by  Rebecca  Brown.  $7.50  US. 

(All  from  Brilliance  Books,  14  Clerkenwell 

Green,  London  EC1,  England.) 

All  three  of  these  books  deal  with 
fantasy,  each  from  a  different  per- 
spective, and  they  are  all, 
ultimately,  pessimistic.  Weddings 
and  Funerals  presents  fairytales 
for  grownups,  investigating  mythologies 
as  brought  to  us  by  Disney,  Grimm, 
Homer,  et  al,  and  how  they  affect  grown- 
up living.  Their  main  monster  is  the 
mythical  lesbian:  witch,  mother,  loner, 
madwoman  and  messiah,  victim  and 
scapegoat  triumphant  through  death. 
That  sounds  like  a  tall  order,  but  the 
authors  do  it  with  graceful  sophistication 
and  much  humour,  using  tough,  stripped- 
down  realism  on  the  one  hand  and  full- 
blown rewrites  of  historical  myths  on  the 
other.  The  collection  deserves  to  be  read 
from  beginning  to  end;  the  stories,  paired 
under  headings  such  as  "The  Wedding 
Stories"  and  "The  Sin  Stories,"  form  all 
together  a  psychological  whole. 

The  pessimism  lies  in  the  gist  of  the 
pattern:  most  of  the  stories  concentrate 
on  the  psychological  barriers  preventing 
women  from  achieving  lesbianism.  This  is 
not  in  itself  a  bad  characteristic;  the  wri- 
ters have  engaging  and  compassionate 
eyes:  LaTourette's  "The  Bridge"  depicts, 
in  stream  of  consciousness,  a  lonely 
divorcee  wandering  the  city  trying  to  get 
up  the  nerve  to  go  to  a  gay  bar  while  men 
whistle  and  wink  all  around  her.  That  sort 
of  writing  is  real  and  important.  But  sex- 
ually fulfilled  lesbians  appear  in  these 
pages  like  distant  lights  on  the  other  side 
of  that  bridge  (which  is  crossed  only  once 
in  the  book),  and  the  result  is  something 
of  a  teaser,  and  a  bit  frustrating. 

The  key  story  is  Maitland 's  "Notes  on 
Weddings  and  Witches,"  wherein  the 
author-narrator  comments  on  her  own 
style:  "Perhaps,  I  should  stuff  this  con- 
temporary relevance  and  convincing  soci- 
al detail  and  just  rewrite  the  story  of  Per- 
sephone in  Hell...  and  hype  it  up  with  the 
florid  and  giddy  language  which  is  per- 
mitted when  you  touch  on  mythological 
themes."  And  the  story  is  about  that  con- 
flict. The  author-narrator  is  a  married 
woman  who  secretly  wants  to  be  gay. 
After  an  unexpected  one-night  stand  with 
a  long-time  lesbian  friend,  she  constructs 
a  Freudian  explanation  via  Snow  White 
for  why  she's  afraid  to  come  out.  Her 
friend  replies.  "I'm  forty-six  years  old 
and  I  have  a  life  which  I  like  a  lot,  and 
I'm  not  willing  to  go  travelling  in  your 
crazy  places  with  you." 

How  I  longed  to  see  more  of  that  dyke 
and  learn  how  she  transscended  her  own 
negative  fairytales  and  read  more  about 
the  foibles  of  her  present  fairytale.  Even 
when  we  do  glimpse  a  lesbian  couple, 
happily  battling  out  their  domestic  prob- 
lems, the  romance  is  interrupted  by 
nuclear  war. 

The  giveaway  is  Maitland's  "Requiem," 
a  rehash  of  Seventies  feminist  persecu- 
tionism.  Hands  are  wrung;  yes,  we  are 
very  oppressed;  history  is  to  blame.  While 
it  is  necessary  to  know  who  and  what 
your  enemies  are  in  order  to  plan  your  es- 
cape route,  I  often  suspect  that  recon- 
structing patriarchal  myths  may  prove,  in 
the  long  run,  to  be  self-defeating.  One 
cannot  honestly  rewrite  the  past.  Disney's 
Wicked  Witches  and  Prince  Charmings 
will  always  be  with  us,  unless  the  movies 
are  burned  or  otherwise  lost  to  human 
memory.  One  can,  however,  invent  the 
future  and  even  the  present.  Lesbianism 
has  been  around  for  a  long  time;  surely 


Grown-up 
fairytales 

Michele  Belling  looks  as  three  books  dealing  with 
fantasies,  fears  and  the  mythical  lesbian 


we  must  have  a  few  archetypes  of  our 
own  worth  naming.  Instead  of  wasting 
that  "florid  and  giddy"  prose  on  the 
past,  perhaps  the  author  should  spend  it 
on  the  present  and  investigate,  or  con- 
struct, some  new  myths,  and  stuff  what 
the  patriarchy  thinks  of  us. 

In  short,  I  want  more  from  these  two 
writers.  As  it  stands,  Weddings  and 
Funerals  is  a  skillful  and  stylish  and  use- 
ful work,  and  I  will  certainly  re-read  it 
while  waiting  for  the  next  installment. 

Vila  is  speculative  fiction,  a  fantasy 
novel  for  children  getting  ready  to  be 
grownups  by  breaking  out  of  a  negative 
fairytale  into  a  positive  one.  Though  it's 
not  clearly  indicated  on  the  cover  that  this 
is  juvenile  fiction,  I  assumed  as  much 
from  the  tone  of  the  text  and  because  the 
two  main  characters  are  adolescent  girls. 

The  setting  is  a  Slavic  peasant  village 
bound  by  the  standard  folk  myths:  vam- 
pires, puritan  Christianity,  and  sex-role 
stereotypes.  Its  central  taboo  is  focused 
on  a  river  which  is  believed  to  be  inhab- 
ited by  a  witch  who  steals  and  converts 
young  women  and  eats  men.  The  children 
inadvertently  escape  by  falling  into  the 
river,  which  carries  them  to  an  unknown 
village,  a  mini-utopia  constructed  on 
anarchistic,  pansexual  lines  with  a  strong 
emphasis  on  the  arts.  There  they  meet 
Vila  and  Ania,  who  live  together  and 
seem  to  be  lesbians.  The  children  are  re- 
captured by  their  brothers,  a  mix-up  oc- 
curs, and  Vila  is  nearly  burned  as  a  witch 
in  the  parent  village  but  is  rescued  in  the 
nick  of  time. 

The  novel  fails  on  many  counts,  pri- 
marily in  the  scope  of  the  action.  There 
seem  to  be  two  books  going  on  here  at 
once.  The  first  wants  to  be  about  two  dis- 


gruntled teenagers  from  a  super-straight, 
Bible-thumping  town  who  hitchhike  a 
ride  with  a  sinister  stranger  and  wind  up 
in  a  counter-cultural  commune,  and  how 
their  lives  change  before  their  parents  kid- 
nap them  for  deprogramming.  The  sec- 
ond is  a  juvenile  adventure  fantasy  about 
women  saving  women  and  learning  how 
to  take  care  of  themselves.  Because  the 
book  insists  on  being  fantasy  rather  than 
clever  social  realism,  it's  plagued  with 
stylistic  inconsistencies,  and  Baylis  under- 
plays her  Utopia.  We  never  learn  exactly 
how  the  second  village  works  and  why  it's 
better.  Clearly  the  author  intended  to 
contrast  the  two  villages  and  their  mytho- 
logies, but  too  many  pages  are  spent  de- 
scribing the  disadvantages  of  the  first  vil- 
lage; it's  all  negative,  rather  than  positive, 
reinforcement.  Moreover,  the  people  of 
the  supposedly  pacifistic  Utopia  retaliate 
for  Vila's  persecution  by  burning  the  first 
village  to  the  ground. 

All  of  which  distracts  from  the  central 
adventure.  Too  bad.  Rescuing  damsels  in 
distress  is  probably  a  classic  pre- 
adolescent  lesbian  fantasy.  That  by  itself 
could  incite  enough  sexual  yearning  in 
young  readers  to  produce  a  few  sleepless 
nights.  Unfortunately,  once  Vila  is  saved 
from  those  oh-so-sadistic  flames,  the 
author  denies  us  the  satisfaction  of  a  les- 
bian denouement.  Further  complications 
arise.  This  is  a  feminist  novel,  politically 
correct  enough  to  include  a  brief  debate 
on  the  pros  and  cons  of  vegetarianism, 
but  the  feminism  is  resolutely  nouveau. 
Pansexuality  is  in.  Lesbianism  is  never 
mentioned  by  name,  though  child-bear- 
ing is.  We  are  left  to  assume  that  Vila  and 
Ania  are  lovers.  They  never  kiss.  This  is  a 
novel  about  female  bonding. 


At  the  end  of  the  book,  Vila  rejoins  her 
spiritual  mother  in  the  woods,  leaving  her 
lover  behind,  while,  it  is  hinted,  a  man 
will  take  her  place  in  the  household.  The 
children,  who  by  now  should  have  had 
some  sexual  awakening,  move  in  with 
their  mother,  who  joins  them  in  Utopia.  I 
suppose  it's  possible  that  in  leaving  the 
desirable  Vila  eminently  available  but  un- 
touched in  the  woods,  the  author  intend- 
ed to  provide  further  sexual  temptation 
for  her  young  readers.  But  I  would  rather 
have  seen  at  least  one  of  the  two  children 
running  off  with  Vila  to  live  happily  ever 
after. 

The  Evolution  of  Darkness  is  haute 
despair,  short  stories  about  grownups 
who  have  become  so  cynical,  bored,  and 
repressed  that  they  subside  into  an  infan- 
tile fairytalism.  Though  I  disliked  this 
book  for  its  attitude,  I  admired  its  craft- 
manship;  at  its  most  controlled  it's  a  tech- 
nical gem.  The  book  belongs  to  the 
school  of  art  (punk,  essentially)  that  de- 
liberately tries  to  appear  as  though  it's 
been  done  by  someone  who  has  no  artis- 
tic talent.  It's  art  that  tries  to  be  the  de- 
struction of  art,  but  the  artifice  required 
belies  its  intentions.  In  fact,  some  of  the 
stories  are  about  the  destruction  of  art, 
mainly  paintings,  through  burning  and 
scraping.  Brown  writes  like  a  child.  In 
"The  Death  of  Napoleon"  (the  deteriora- 
tion of  a  love  affair  as  seen  through  a 
recurring  murder  dream)  two  adults  do 
the  dishes: 

You  use  a  soft  linen  dishcloth  and  I  use 
an  aqua-coloured  ball.  My  hands  are 
getting  pruny  and  my  fingernails  are 
white  and  soft.  The  water  is  greenish- 
grey  with  pieces  of  spaghetti  noodles. 
Orange  dots  of  grease  are  in  it. 
These  two  converse  like  this: 

"We've  really  gotten  close  lately.  I 
don't  know,  I  just  feel  so  good  about 
things.  I've  been  feeling  really  good 
lately." 

"Yeah?" 

"Uh-huh.  We  have  a  lot  more  in 
common  all  the  time.  1  really  realize  it 
more  and  more." 

It  could  be  comical,  but  after  several 
pages  of  reading  about  these  bored,  re- 
pressed and  violent  people  and  their  Kaf- 
kaesque  dilemmas,  I  felt  as  though  I  was 
being  bludgeoned  into  boredom  with 
blunt  prose,  and  I  couldn't  escape  the 
feeling  Brown  was  sneering  at  her  charac- 
ters. "Folie  a  deux,"  a  lesbian  story  fea- 
turing the  mutual  disfigurement  (blind- 
ing, deafness)  of  a  pair  of  lovers,  and 
their  subsequent  degeneration  (physically, 
socially),  is  meant  as  a  metaphor,  but  un- 
fortunately reads  like  a  sick  cripple-joke. 
Still,  I  admire  the  stamina  of  a  writer  who 
can  describe  the  extraction  of  an  eyeball 
with  a  spoon  (in  stripped-down,  childlike 
prose),  immediately  after  an  equally 
graphic  erotic  scene.  Like  any  good  hor- 
ror show,  its  artistic  integrity  relies  upon 
and  finally  outweighs  its  vulgarity. 

Her  style  works  best  for  me  when  she 
actually  writes  about  children.  In 
"Bread,"  the  story  of  a  lesbian  schoolgirl 
crush,  we  watch  the  children  eating  their 
breakfast  buns  in  a  rapturous  whirlpool 
of  charming  detail:  "We  made  shells;  they 
were  when  we  hollowed  out  the  insides 
with  a  finger  and  all  that  was  left  was  the 
shiny  brown  top  and  white  sides  and 
brown  bottom  and  one  hole  in  (he  side." 
And  the  tone  becomes  less  cynical. 

Approximately  half  of  the  stories  are 
about  lesbians.  Brown  sometimes  uses 
plain  "you"  and  "I"  and  lets  the  reader 
guess  the  m.'\cs.  (La  Tourette,  incident- 
ally, plays  a  similar  feminist  game  in  one 
of  her  stories.)  All  but  one  of  the  stories 
in  the  book  end  in  destruction  or  despair. 
"The  Aqua  Series"  depicts  a  successful 
female  painter's  nervous  breakdown  and 
artistic  suicide  as  she  recalls,  apparent  1> 
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for  the  first  time,  her  parents'  divorce.  I 
hoped,  as  I  read  it,  that  the  character, 
after  stripping  down  the  paintings  bought 
back  from  her  collectors,  would  at  least 
achieve  a  stylistic  breakthrough  and  paint 
again.  No  such  luck.  The  final  sentence: 
"There  was  nothing  left  to  take  away." 
But  perhaps  the  joys  of  accomplish- 
ment are  beyond  us  now.  Indeed,  "Grief" 
reverses  Pirandello  to  show  several  auth- 
ors in  search  of  the  lesbian  character  that 
might  have  been,  deliciously  described  in 
a  page-long  litany:  "We  forget  the  fine 
dusty  line  of  fuzz  that  covered  the  small 
of  her  back ....  We  forget  the  way  she 
ordered  sweet  and  sour  pork  and  always, 
always  fished  out  the  pork  and  only  ate 
the  sauce  and  vegetables,"  until  I  too 
yearned  for  her  full  appearance,  but  she 
is  taken  away  by  a  jet  plane  and  we  are 
asked  to  forget  the  art  of  florid  and  giddy 
story-telling.  And  "Annie"  shows  a 
woman  reviving  a  childhood  Annie  Oak- 
ley back-to-the-land  lesbian  fantasy,  to 
decide  it  just  doesn't  mesh  in  a  world  of 
non-dairy  coffee  creamers,  video  cas- 
settes and  acid  rain.  This  book  is  about 
the  emptiness  and  futility  underlying 
love,  friendship,  success,  and  life  in 
general,  and  makes  you  feel  that  way,  in 
case  you  don't  already.  □ 

Miniaturist  gems 
from  the  top  shelf 

The  Journals  of  Denton  Welch  Edited  by 
Michael  De-la-Noy,  EP  Dutton,  $22.50  (US). 

In  November  1944,  Denton  Welch  re- 
ceived a  fan  letter  from  "an  Aircraftman 
Parker  in  India"  who  had  earlier  read  his 
first  novel  Maiden  Voyage  "then  started 
to  track  all  my  other  work,  writing  and 
painting....  It  made  me  feel,  when  I  heard 
of  it,"  Welch  wrote  in  his  journal,  "as  if  I 
had  been  preserving  myself  on  a  top  shelf 
for  years,  waiting  to  be  discovered." 
Especially  for  those  who  haven't  yet  dis- 
covered Denton  Welch,  these  journals  are 
a  joyous  occasion. 

Fastidious,  hypersensitive,  consigned 
even  at  the  time  to  that  bin  marked 
"minor"  —  Denton  Welch's  writing  is 
the  kind  that  could  easily  have  been 
shelved  and  forgotten.  For  although  he 
was  admired  by  contemporaries  such  as 
WH  Auden,  Elizabeth  Bowen,  EM  Fors- 
ter  and  Edmund  Wilson;  published  by 
John  Lehmann;  taken  up  by  the  Sitwells 
—  his  technique  was  that  of  a  miniaturist, 
his  life  brief  and  secluded.  As  he  himself 
reflected,  viewing  the  rooftops  of  a 
much-altered  Tunbridge  Wells,  "men  feel 
it  indecent  in  some  way  to  lavish  care  on 
things  that  can  never  be  replaced.  If  a 
precious  thing  should  get  broken,  there 
will  be  many  people  who  in  secret  will 
sigh  with  relief.' '  In  the  way  of  most 
literary  reputations,  these  journals  might 
have  suffered  the  same  fate. 

There's  another  aspect  to  the  gentle 
irony  the  airman's  letter  elicited:  it  was 
never  difficult  after  the  age  of  20  for 
Welch  to  view  himself  as  something  of  a 
ghostly  figure  simply  because  from  that 
time  forward  he  had  such  a  febrile  hold 
on  life.  Riding  his  bicycle  one  day  in  1935, 
he  was  hit  by  a  car.  Myriad  disabilities 
followed  —  kidney  failure,  partial  impo- 
tence, hemorrhages,  prolonged  fevers. 
Eventually,  in  1948,  tuberculosis  of  the 
spine  killed  him.  He  was  33. 

His  illnesses  further  isolated  an  already 
introspective  misfit.  Welch's  adored 
American  mother  died  when  he  was  1 1 . 
His  British  father,  a  stolid  businessman 
based  in  Shanghai,  put  his  three  sons 
under  relatives'  care  in  England. 
Denton's  older  brothers  treated  him  with 


Strip-Search?  This  sculpture  of  a  man  fired  in  clay  probing 
the  innards  of  a  brown  cloth  man  dominated  an  installation  called 
'  'Paradise  Pools, ' '  by  Montreal  artist  Stephen  Schofield  at  Mercer 
Union  Gallery  in  Toronto,  March  26  to  April  20.  Schofield  is  well- 
known  for  his  delight  in  the  use  of  basic  shapes  and  materials,  and  also 
for  the  creation  of  odd  mythologies.  Both  qualities  are  evident  here: 
the  sculpture  shows  a  sensitive  use  of  clay  and  cloth,  and  also  creates  a 
kind  of  mythology  in  which  paradise  is  turned  inside-out.  Visitors  to 
the  gallery  tended  to  find  the  installation  whimsical,  but  also  frighten- 
ing. It  included  several  brightly  coloured  pinwheels  and  cones,  a 
miniature  suburban  swimming  pool,  a  goddess  holding  two  miniature 
women  —  and  these  two  gentlemen.  Alan  O 'Connor  □ 


not  always  so  benevolent  condescension. 
Sent  to  Repton  at  14,  he  ran  away  from 
school  two  years  later  (an  adventure  later 
described  in  Maiden  Voyage,  along  with 
his  impressions  of  China)  but  finally  he 
was  allowed  to  attend  art  school.  He  was 
a  talented  painter  and  illustrator  but  his 
genius  for  writing  didn't  become  wholly 
evident  until  his  late  twenties,  when  these 
journals  began. 

All  of  Welch's  work  (In  Youth  is 
Pleasure,  I  Left  My  Grandfather's 
House,  Brave  and  Cruel  are  other  books) 
constitutes  an  extensive  autobiography, 
much  of  it  focused  on  his  adolescence.  In 
his  introduction  to  this  edition  of  the 
Journals  (which  were  published  in  severe- 
ly abridged  form  in  1953),  Michael  De-la- 
Noy  provides  an  astute  thumbnail  assess- 
ment of  Welch's  particular  virtues  as  a 
writer:  "It  was  his  power  to  recreate  in 
fascinating  detail  the  minutiae  of  life,  as 
well  as  the  sweep  of  sometimes  terrifying, 
and  often  very  funny,  events...."  A  Voice 
Through  a  Cloud,  written  during  the  time 
span  of  these  journals,  is  an  especially 
good  example,  recounting  his  accident 
and  its  aftermath  unsparingly. 

His  descriptive  power  was  prodigious. 
On  Edith  Sitwell: 

Then  the  tall  figure  dressed  all  in  black, 


black  trilby,  Spanish  witch's  hat,  black 
cloak,  black  satin  dress  to  the  ankles  and 
two  huge  aquamarine  rings.  Wonderful 
rings  on  powder-white  hands,  and  face  so 
powder-pearly,  nacreous  white,  almost  not 
to  believed  in,  with  the  pinkened  mouth, 
the  thin,  delicate,  swordlike  nose  and 
tender-curling  nostrils.  No  hair,  I  can 
remember  no  hair  at  first.  The  rings,  the 
glistening  satin,  and  the  kid-white  skin. 

There  are  other  equally  deft  portraits  in 
the  Journals  —  of  Harold  Nicolson  and 
Vita  Sackville-West,  for  example. 

The  Journals  cover  the  years  from  1942 
to  shortly  before  Welch's  death,  years 
that  saw  the  turbulent  beginning  and  en- 
suing harmony  of  his  relationship  with 
Eric  Oliver,  who  came  to  live  with  him  in 
rural  Kent  and  devotedly  nursed  him 
through  even  more  frequent  periods  of 
fever  and  debilitation. 

He  was  not  always  what  is  called  a 
good  patient.  By  his  own  account,  he 
wasn't  immune  from  scattering  a  few 
waspish  home  truths.  But  seldom  does  he 
rail  against  his  illness  and  the  limitations 
it  placed  on  him.  ("To  have  always  to  do 
every  fragment  of  work  with  the  gloves  of 
sickness  sheathing  each  finger,  to  have 
that  added!  The  glove  of  flesh  is  thick 

continued    ^fc- 
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but  not  broken 

After  three  hit  singles  and  a  gold  album, 
the  British  rock  group  Bronski  Beat  are 
finding  that  success  brings  its  own  kind  of 
problems.  Coming  from  a  politicized  gay 
scene  wary  of  commercialism,  the  band's 
skyrocket  ride  to  stardom  has  led  to  a 
crisis  of  conscience,  especially  for  lead 
singer  Jimmy  Somerville  (centre). 
A  ccording  to  the  April  issue  of  the 
English  music/culture  mag,  The  Face, 
Somerville  took  off  to  Paris  in  February, 
after  facing  an  indecency  bust  in 
London 's  Hyde  Park,  to  "sort  his  head 
out."  The  Fleet  Street  press  reported  he'd 
left  the  band. 

Jimmy  has  said  that  he,  Steve  Bronski 
(left)  and  Larry  Steinbachek  (right) 
always  knew  the  group  was  going  to  be 
openly  gay,  and  just  as  openly  political. 
"I'm  not  the  kind  of  person  to  join  a 
political  party, ' '  Jimmy  says,  "but  I  can 
see  where  things  are  wrong,  where  the 
rich  exploit  the  poor,  and  one  of  my  main 
motives  for  being  in  Bronski  Beat  is  to 
communicate  a  little."  Now  back  from 
Paris,  Jimmy  says  he's  not  leaving  the 
band,  but  plans  to  "lay  down  the  law 
even  if  it  means  my  being  a  prima  donna ' ' 
—  he's  already  said  no  to  an  eight-week 
US  tour  with  Madonna.  "Maybe  you 
don 't  sell  so  many  records  that  way,  but 
that 's  okay.  Vm  not  into  making  mil- 
lions, it 's  as  simple  as  that. " 

The  Face  also  reported  that  the  band's 
Steve  Bronski  has  his  own  way  of  coping 
with  stress:  "his  alter-ego,  Stella  Hellbel- 
ly,  who  recently  turned  up  to  play  synth 
in  a  pink  frock  and  silver  wig  at  a  miners' 
benefit,  and  has  occasionally  surfaced  — 
masked  —  in  some  of  London 's  drag 
venues." 

Since  their  album,  Age  of  Consent,  the 
band's  most  interesting  material  is  the 
B-side  of  the  "  Why  ? ' '  single,  a  song 
called  "Cadillac  Car" —  a  remarkable 
mix  of  reggae  and  Jimmy  Somerville 's 
angelic  voice.  AO'C/RBU 


Promiscuity  Poem 

....watching  one 
young  oblique-featured  fellow 
my  age 

on  the  bus, 
eyes  like  moonspans.... 

some  dark  underpinnings 
of  thought: 

so  many  poems 
so  little  time 

it's  a  kid's  urge  to 

eat  a  sickness  of  cherries 
one  friend  of  mine  did  it  in 
an  orchard 
and  laughed  ever  after 
about  all  the  juice  and  the  pits 
and  the  cramps  in  his  gut 

I  get  these  urges 
like  anyone 

sometimes  I  dream  of  having  cocks 
like  a  chainsmoker  having 
cigars 
I'd  light  up  a  new  friend  just 

as  the  old  one  began  to  wane 
at  six  minutes  apiece  all  day 
...me  bemused,  typing  a  report, 
holding  each  hardon 
between  two  fingers 
and  absentmindedly  taking  a  deep 
draught 

It  would  be  a  good  nervous  habit 


but  of  course  I'm  too  moderate, 

and  too  lazy, 
too  temperate,  too  conformist, 

too  non-conformist, 
too  shy,  too  inept,  too  hung-up, 

too  monogamous, 
too  almost  monoganous,  too 
satisfied,  too  easily  dissatisfied, 
too  choosy,  too  knowledgeable, 
too  afraid  of  rejection, 

too  afraid  of 
acceptance,  too  afraid 

of  involvement, 
too  afraid  of  noninvolvement,  too 
spiritually  conscious,  too 

disease-conscious , 

too  ascetic,  too  detached,  too 

responsible, 
too  untrusting,  too 

untrustworthy,  too 
misanthropic,  too  disorganized, 
and  too  damn  busy 

to  become  a  conoisseur  of 
fleshy  architecture 

or  of  the  human  natures 
thereunto  appended 

so  I  write  a  poem  on 
scrap  paper 

and  then  eat  my  pen. 

Richard  SummerbeilD 


► 


Denton  Welch,  continued 


and  deadening  enough,  without  the  be- 
wildering adventure  of  illness  never-end- 
ing. And  if  a  silly  woman  in  a  car  ten 
years  ago  had  driven  straight  instead  of 
crooked,  I  should  not  be  whining  till  I'm 
stiff  all  through.")  Most  of  the  time  he  is 
as  tough  and  unsentimental  about  his  ill- 
ness as  he  is  about  his  writing:  "There  is 
always  the  longing  to  put  the  thoughts  in- 
to the  crude  mincing  machine.  It  is  as  if  a 
madman  were  determined  to  make  all  the 
delicacies  of  a  perfect  music  come 
through  a  brass  trombone."  In  spite  of 
the  blinding  pain  he  endured  in  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  he  continued  writing 
even  if  he  could  stand  to  do  it  only  a  few 
minutes  at  a  time  —  "a  snail  worker  turn- 


ing out  about  four  paragraphs  a  day." 
But  there  were  reprieves  as  well.  In 
these  pages  Denton  cycles  through  the 
countryside,  visits  great  houses  thrown 
open  for  auction  sales,  entertains  the  in- 
frequent visitor,  picnics  with  Eric  on 
cheese,  biscuits,  coffee  from  the  thermos, 
and  greedily  on  chocolate  bars  when  they 
can  get  them  in  wartime  —  food  is  always 
a  special  pleasure,  lovingly  catalogued. 
Few  of  the  events  chronicled  here  are 
momentous.  Doodle-bug  bombs  in  the 
night  and  thunderstorms  alike  are  given 
equal  weight. 

If  the  central  relationship  is  left  rela- 
tively ambiguous,  the  homoerotic  content 
of  these  journals  is  explicit,  whether  Den- 
ton is  describing  boys  swimming  naked  or 
a  chance  encounter  with  a  soldier  in  the 
rain  ("to  meet  someone  who  just  takes 


you  as  you  are  —  charming!").  But  he  is 
no  less  gay,  I  think,  in  other  more  subtle 
ways  —  in  his  appreciation,  for  instance, 
of  the  frail  and  the  exquisite:  a  cracked 
china  saucer,  an  18th-century  dolls-house 
he  takes  endless  pains  to  restore. 

Exact,  fastidious,  Welch's  style  is 
nevertheless  seldom  Mandarin,  never  too 
gorgeous,  never  merely  clever,  remark- 
ably sensual.  Like  the  novels  (a  few  of 
which  have  been  recently  reissued  in  Brit- 
ain and  by  Dutton  in  the  US)  these  jour- 
nals are  full  of  beautiful  writing. 

The  glow-worms  were  so  bright  tonight 
that  they  looked  like  the  stubs  of  the  fattest 
most  expensive  cigars  glowing  in  the  grass. 

"Is  it  in  Montaigne,"  Welch  wrote, 
"that  I  have  just  read  that  the  way  to 
know  what  to  write  about  is  to  think  of 
all  the  things  that  you  wish  writers  in  the 
past  had  mentioned?  I  wish  that  people 
should  mention  the  tiny  things  of  their 
lives  that  give  them  pleasure  or  fear  or 
wonder.  I  would  like  to  hear  the  details  of 
their  houses,  their  meals  and  their  posses- 
sions ..."  These  he  endowed  us  with  in 
vibrant  abundance. 

George  Whitmore  j 

George  Whitmore's  novel  The  Confessions  of 
Danny  Slocum  will  soon  he  reissued  in  paper- 
back by  Grey  Fox  Press. 


AESTHETERA 


•  The  Left-Out  Anthology  seeks  "sub- 
missions of  poetry  from  the  following 
categories:  gay  and  lesbian  poets,  seldom- 
heard  from  ethnic  and  racial  minority 
groups,  working-class  poets,  feminist 
satire,  experimental  and  avant-garde 
sound  poetry,  political  poetry,  and 
anything  else  you  can  think  of  that  you 
feel  is  left  out  of  mainstream  poetry."  All 
for  an  anthology  to  be  published  by  Left- 
Out  Press.  Write:  Sheilagh  Smith,  Box 
217,  563  College  Street,  Toronto,  ON 
M6G  1A9. 

•  Our  regular  list  of  recent  books  does 
not  appear  this  month,  due  to  the  depar- 
ture of  the  nearly  irreplaceable  John 
Allec.  We  do  hope,  however,  to  have  it 
back  in  print  as  soon  as  we  can.  □ 


ENdlCOTT 


*Jv 


FINE  SILK  FLOWERS,  PLANTS  8  TREES 


666  QUEEN  STREET  EAST, 

TORONTO.  ONTARIO  M4M  1G8 

(416)  469  2465 


Hours: 

Weekdays   Noon  to  1am 

Fri  &  Sat  Noon  to  5am 

Sun.  Teadance  2pm-12  midnight 


1  Isabella  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario   961-0790 


1 


Open  Weekdays  3  pm  to  1:30  am 

Saturdays  12  pm  to  1:30  am 

Sundays  12  pm  to  11:30  pm 

Dining  Room  from  5  pm 

Sunday  Brunch  2  for  1 


PRIVATE 


OkA    4&i£ 


formerly  Together 
For  gay  men 
and  women 


923-3469 


457  Chmck  QfnMt 
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THE  IVORY  TUNNEL 

IAN  YOUNG 


The  Third  Text 


Any  comic  fans  who  aren't  already  aware 
of  the  work  of  English  artist  Bill  Ward 
should  pick  up  an  issue  or  two  of  the  lea- 
ther-oriented magazine  Drummer,  where 
his  three-page  black-and-white  pictorial 
narratives  appear  every  month. 

Drummer  is  up  to  80  issues  or  so  now, 
and  Ward's  comic,  "Drum,"  was  already 
featured  in  the  earliest  issue  I  have,  num- 
ber 21.  He  was  pretty  good  then  and  has 
been  getting  better  and  better  —  quickly. 
Each  page  of  story  consists  of  several 
panels,  but  Ward  works  with  the  design 
of  the  whole  page  at  once  for  some  very 
dynamic  effects. 

His  main  character,  a  young,  dreamy- 
eyed  hunk  called  Drum,  seems  to  be  liv- 
ing with  his  equally  attractive  "Pa"  right 
now,  but  he's  a  time-traveller  too,  and 
has  popped  up  as  a  kilted  Scottish  soldier 
fighting  and  fucking  redcoats  and  in  an 
erotic  tussle  with  a  merman  while  sport- 
ing himself  at  the  seaside. 

The  "Drum"  stories  are  always  simple 
and  engaging,  each  one  something  a  little 
different  from  the  last.  Sometimes  the 
characters  let  on  they  know  they're  in  a 
comic  strip.  And  of  course  they're  pretty 
uninhibited.  The  issue  in  front  of  me  has 
Drum  trying  to  kid  his  Pa  that  his  work- 
out has  exhausted  him.  Pa  takes  boy's 
shorts  down  and  spanks  him.  All  in  the 
cause  of  art. 

"Drum"  and  Howard  Cruse's  "Wen- 
del,"  in  The  Advocate,  are  completely 
different,  but  both  are  first-rate  comic 
strips  in  the  gay  press  —  a  sign  of  how  far 
the  gay  press  has  come  in  a  few  years. 

Drummer,  incidentally,  has  also  im- 
proved issue  to  issue.  The  current  editor, 
Robert  Payne,  who's  been  writing  S/M 
books  and  stories  for  a  long  time  now, 
has  become  a  very  smooth,  interesting 
writer  with  a  nice  sense  of  humour,  as  in 
his  article,  "Uniforms:  Why  Do  Leather- 
men  Like  to  Dress  Up  as  Their  Worst 
Enemies?"  And  John  Rowberry  is  a  per- 
fect video  reviewer. 


J 


David  Maclean  has  appeared  a  couple 
of  times  before  in  TBP,  with  an  article 
and  a  poem.  He's  also  an  actor  (he's  ap- 
peared in  productions  of  Michel  Trem- 
blay  and  Sky  Gilbert  plays)  and  has  the 
rare  ability  to  combine  the  talents.  His 


Maclean:  Ivory  Tunnel's  Text-change 

one-man  multi-media  performance,  "Mis- 
fit," has  played  in  Ottawa  and  Toronto. 
He's  also  been  a  coverboy  for  Scott  Wat- 
son's excellent  book  of  stories,  Platonic 
Love. 

David  will  be  taking  over  the  gay  small 
press  column  next  month,  entitling  it 
"The  Third  Text."  David  is  beautiful  and 
bitchy,  just  like  me.  He  was  my  choice  to 
continue  the  column,  and  I'm  delighted 
both  he  and  TBP  agreed. 

It's  been  an  interesting  and  eventful 
eight  years  (thirteen  since  I  started  writing 
for  TBP ar  issue  4),  and  I'm  happy  to 
leave  a  far  better  situation  for  gay  readers 
and  writers  than  I  found. 

I'll  be  around.  Over  to  you,  David. □ 

Drummer.  964  Fotsom  Si,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94107.  Two  books  of  Bill  Ward's  drawings  are 
available.  The  Adventures  of  Drum  ($4.95  US) 
and  The  Erode  Art  of  Bill  Ward  ($6  US). 


SHARED  GROUND 

JOY  PARKS 


Murder  in  the  Northwest 


Since  1976,  the  Seattle-based  Seal  Press 
has  slowly  and  steadily  been  building  a 
solid  reputation  for  publishing  quality 
books  and  collections  of  writings  by 
women  of  the  American  Northwest. 
Their  most  recent  titles  present  a  wide 
variety  of  literary  tastes  and  issues.  A 
closer  look  at  these  books  will,  I  hope, 


Printshop  intrigue: 
"Perfect  for  those 
nights  when  you 
want  to  curl  up  in 
your  bathrobe  with 
a  great  book  and 
eat  a  bushel  of  pop- 
corn, Murder  in  the 
Collective  will  be  a 
welcome  treat  for 
die-hard  mystery 
fans  and  a  perfect 
introduction  for  the 
uninitiated." 


draw  much-deserved  attention  to  the 
work  of  this  "regional"  press. 

After  establishing  herself  as  a  fine 
writer  of  serious  fiction,  ( Walking  on  the 
Moon,  Ambitious  Women)  Barbara 
Wilson  (one  of  the  founders  of  Seal 
Press)  has  ventured  onto  new  ground 
with  the  publication  of  a  mystery:  Mur- 
der in  the  Collective,  which  is  written  with 
the  same  attention  to  detail  and  craft  that 
marked  her  earlier  books.  The  story 
begins  on  the  night  that  Best  Printing,  a 
Seattle  co-op,  meets  with  members  from 
the  lesbian-owned  Violet  B  Typesetting  in 
order  to  discuss  a  possible  merger.  Later 
that  night,  the  Violet  B  shop  is  vandalized 
and  a  mysterious  Best  co-worker  is  found 
dead  on  the  floor  of  the  Best  darkroom. 
Amateur  detective  and  Best  co-worker 
Pam  Nilsen  with  her  sidekick  and  soon- 
to-be  love  interest,  the  lanky  Hadley  from 
Texas,  set  out  on  a  trail  of  investigation 
that  unveils  political  revolution  in  the 
Philippines,  blackmail  and  disappearing 
suspects.  Snuggled  into  the  mystery  plot 
is  the  humorous  and  tender  coming-out 
story  of  Pam  and  Hadley,  providing 


occasional  relief  from  the  continuous 
siege  of  events  that  force  the  reader  to 
keep  turning  the  page.  Perfect  for  those 
nights  when  you  want  to  curl  up  in  your 
bathrobe  with  a  great  book  and  eat  a 
bushel  of  popcorn,  Murder  in  the  Collec- 
tive will  be  a  welcome  treat  for  die-hard 
mystery  fans  and  a  perfect  introduction 
for  the  uninitiated. 

Also  new  from  Seal  Press  is  Gathering 
Ground:  New  Writing  and  Art  by  North- 
west Women  of  Color,  edited  by  Jo 
Cochran,  T  S  Stewart  and  Mayumi  Tsuta- 
kawa.  This  anthology  is  divided  into 
three  sections,  dealing  separately  with  the 
often  split  identities  of  black,  Asian,  In- 
dian and  Chicana  women,  the  impor- 
tance of  family  and  community,  and  the 
necessity  of  finding  or  making  culture. 
This  collection  of  poetry,  fiction,  essays 
and  art  combines  both  creative  work  and 
political  statements  which  illuminate  the 
issues  that  have  separated  women  for  so 
long.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  candid 
works  is  Julia  Boyd's  "Something  Ain't 
Right,"  which  criticizes  how  the  predom- 
inantly white,  middle-class  feminist 
movement  failed  to  recognize  the  reality 
of  black  women's  lives. 

Wanting  equal  rights  is  yesterday's  news 
for  me  and  other  black  women  and  jump- 
ing on  the  bandwagon  behind  a  white 
woman  hollering  to  get  her  equal  rights 
wouldn't  help  my  cause  anyway.  Hell,  they 
forget  we  Black  women  built  the  wagon 
they're  riding  on  and  I'll  be  damned  if  I'm 
going  to  push  that  wagon  too. 

Filled  with  power,  Gathering  Ground 
will,  we  can  hope,  help  all  of  us  —  white 
women,  women  of  colour,  old  and  young 
women  —  at  least  to  understand  the  sep- 
arate elements  of  our  lives  which  keep  us 
from  coming  together. 

The  English-speaking  world  has  been 
denied  the  literature  of  women  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  not  through  lack  of  in- 
terest, but  because  foreign-language 
works  are  rarely  available  to  us  in  trans- 
lation. Seal  Press  is  one  of  the  first  wom- 
en's presses  in  North  America  to  draw  at- 
tention to  the  wealth  of  women's  writing 
being  reclaimed,  written  and  published 
internationally.  The  press  is  currently  in- 
troducing a  series  of  books  that  provide 
translations  of  a  number  of  works  by 
Danish  and  Norwegian  women  writers. 
The  first  book  of  the  series,  An  Everyday 
Story:  Norwegian  Women 's  Fiction,  in- 
cludes the  work  of  such  women  as  Camil- 
la Collett  (the  author  of  the  first  Norwe- 
gian feminist  novel,  published  in  1854), 
Cora  Sandel,  Margaret  Johansen,  Tove 
Nilsen,  Karin  Sveen  and  many  more, 
most  appearing  for  the  first  time  in 
English  translation.  Spanning  more  than 
130  years  of  writing,  An  Everyday  Story 
opens  up  an  entirely  new  world  of  wom- 
en's experiences  and  stories  which  have 
been  unavailable  to  English-language 
readers  until  now.D 


Murder  in  the  Collective,  by  Barbara  Wilson. 
$7.95  US. 

(lathering  Ground:  Sew  Writing  and  Art  hy 
Northwest  Women  oftolor.  edited  hy  Jo 
Cochran,  J  T Stewart  and  Mayumi  Tsutakawa. 
$6.95  US. 

\n  I  veryday  Story:  Norwegian  Women's 
I  ict ion,  edited  hy  Katherine  Hanson. 
$8.95  US. 


CJ0^ 


314  Jarvis  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario 

<^j*^  M5B  2C5 

jataJ         (416)591-6763 


TRAVEL 


r    7)  teddy  bears 


deserve 
FLOWERS  too. 

we  deliver! 


serving  metro 


\l^JL 


t>236  10/1  j         Florist 

^~-V ^vik     ■    // 


This  pizza  palace  at  Church  &  Wellesley, 
(Italian-style  bistro)  offers  a  piano  lounge 
with  an  intimate  and  friendly  atmosphere. 


-pizz^lfc**? 


..ill        ■™k 


Monday-Thursday,  1 1:30-  I  am 
Friday-Saturday,  1 1 :30  -  2  am 
Sunday,  noon  -  midnight 

FULLY  LICENCED 

Entertainment: 

April  23  -  27:  Janine  Blanchard,  April 

30  -  May  4:  Kate  Henning,  May  7-11: 

Paul  Ellis.  May  14-  18:  Michael  John 

Jazz  Night  every  Monday  with  Sarah 

Hamilton  &  David 

Sunday  Brunch  with  Cloudburst 

Cocktail  Pianist:  Peter  Chabanowich 

Take-out  and  delivery  available  from  4  pm 
439-0000  •  562  Church  St  (at  Wellesley) 
Toronto  •  961-2204  (for  reservations  info) 
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Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc.,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


Reading  the 

Maybe  you 
should  try 
writing  one. 


97  Maitland  Street 
Toronto  M4Y  1E3 


The  Body  Politic's  classifieds  are 
a  good  way  to  find  a  place  to  live 
or  offer  one,  to  get  a  job  or  fill 
one,  or  to  catch  someone  you'd 
like  to  spend  some  time  with. 

And  all  for  as  little  as  $7. 
Check  the  form  on  page  39. 


JohnHiggins 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


97  Maitland  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario 

M4Y  1E3 


Office 
(416)968-9054 


Home: 
(416)922-6544 


Practice  restricted  U> 
Corporate  <St  Commercial  Law  . 

Rc.il  f-.si.iic. 
Wills  and  Estates. 


PAUL  T.  WILLIS, 

B.A.,  LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East.  Suite  l 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


O 


R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B.A.,  LL.B. 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 

is  pleased  to  announce 
the  relocation  of  his  office  to: 

65  Queen  Street  West,  Suite  805 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5H  2M5 

(416)  865-9890. 


Office  hours:  9  am  to  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Initial  consultation:  $20 
On  parle  francos 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOMES 


TORONTO 


1/2/3  bedroom  luxury  apartments.  Utilities  included . 
$400  and  up.  Immediately.  698-8857. 

WE  LIVE  IN  A  NICE  home  in  the  east  end  (near 
beaches)  and  have  a  room  to  rent  .It's  completely  fur- 
nished, has  fridge/stove.  Private  bathroom.  Female 
preferred.  $270  inclusive.  469-2778. 

SIX  FAGGOTS  into  left-wing  politics  are  looking  for 
a  seventh  person  who  is  well-organized,  light-hearted, 
into  communal  responsibilities,  cooking,  political 
discussion  and  who  would  enjoy  living  in  a  downtown 
collective  house  for  the  summer  and  perhaps  longer. 
Rent  $250  incl,  from  May  1 .  Call  362-2877. 

I  AM  A  37  year  old  professional  who  would  like  to 
enter  into  a  shared  type  accommodation  with  one, 
two  or  three  other  people.  The  kind  of  shared  accom- 
modation I'm  looking  for  is  one  in  which  everyone 
has  enough  space  for  themselves  but  can  also  share 
some  common  space  from  time  to  time.  I  am  easy  to 
get  along  with,  have  a  sense  of  humour,  am  into  exer- 
cise and  good  nutrition,  a  non-smoker,  a  social 
drinker,  quiet,  enjoy  small  gatherings  with  friends 
and  can  afford  rent  payments  of  up  to  $400/month. 
Drawer  Fl 30. 

WANTED:  WOMEN-IDENTIFIED  WOMEN  to 
live  in  an  all-women's  co-op,  owned  and  managed  by 
member-residents  in  downtown  Toronto.  One  and 
two-bedrooms  available.  For  information  call 
925-2475  ext  3370. 

TWO  GAY  MEN  WITH  DOG  invite  gay  men/les- 
bians  over  30,  progressive  non-smokers,  to  create  co- 
op household,  spacious  house  with  garden, 
Bloor/Ossington.  May  1,  June  1,  $215/5230, 
532-0466. 

CABBAGETOWN 

Professional  male  to  share  attractive  Victorian  home 
with  same.  Own  room,  six  appliances,  air- 
conditioning,  deck  and  garden.  $275/month.  Phone 
360-6234. 

CABBAGETOWN  VICTORIAN  ROW  house  built 
in  1880.  Renovations  that  will  knock  your  sox  off! 
$259,000.00.  Private,  no  agents.  927-1 130. 

JARVIS-SHUTER.  Large  2  and  3  bedroom  apart- 
ments in  new  11  -story  non-profit  co-operative. 
Enclosed  balconies,  roof  decks,  sauna,  extensive 
community  space,  underground  parking.  Available 
Aug.  S585-S750  plus-utilities.  366-03 16  weekdays  9-5. 

BEACHES-Lesbian  household  has  furnished  rooms. 
$3OO/$350  month.  Includes  all  utilities,  colour  pay 
TV,  stereo,  washer  &  dryer.  5  minutes  to  beach  & 
Queen  streetcar.  691-2692. 

TO  SHARE.  Responsible  male,  34,  wishes  room  in 
home  for  weekends  only.  Willing  to  help  with 
household  chores.  Reasonable  rates,  central  location, 
parking.  Drawer  F192. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO        ~ 

SUMMER  STUDENTS  attending  University  of 
Western  Ontario.  I  have  a  semi  to  share  with  a 
discreet,  straight-acting  male.  $50/week,  laundry, 
parking,  on  bus  route.  Drawer  F126. 

ORANGEVILLE  AREA  APARTMENT 

MATURE  MALE  has  apartment  to  share.  All 
utilities,  own  room  for  $275  per  month.  Drawer  F 129. 

BARRIE-Cottage  to  rent  for  summer,  directly  on 
Lake  Simcoe.  Beautiful  location,  private  environ- 
ment, May-September,  3,600  plus  hydro.  Call 
964-9644. 

RETIRED  SENIORS 

MAINTAIN  FINANCIAL  &  SOCIAL  IN- 
DEPENDENCE while  we  provide  lodging,  meals  and 
health  care  in  a  friendly,  licensed  home.  Location 
-eastern  Ontario.  Peter  &  Steve.  Drawer  F153. 

WANTED    TO    RENT    -    WEST    HAMILTON- 

DUNDAS  house  or  large  3  bedroom  duplex. 
Reasonable  rent  in  exchange  for  responsible  tenant. 
Woman  and  2  children.  Character  and  employment 
references  available.  Possession  June/July  '85. 
Drawer  F156. 


WORK 


RESPONSIBLE  EAGER  INTELLIGENT 

STUDENT,  URBAN  PLANNING,  seeks  most  any 
paid  summer  employment.  Good  with  people, 
familiar  with  computers,  graphics,  organized  and 
hard  working.  Available  May  I.  David.  Drawer 
F069. 

HOUSE-CLEANING,  house-sitting  wanted  by 
responsible  adult,  black  male  (Monday  to  Friday). 
For  information  and  telephone  number,  write  to  Box- 
holder,  1042,  Station  F,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M4Y  2T7. 

WEALTHY  BUSINESSMAN  sought  by  black  hung 
GR/A,  FR  A/P6T'  173  lbs,  27.  Seek  generous  per- 
son and  apprentice  job.  N.  Johnson,  1133  Beeson 
Lane,  Boise,  ID  83706,  USA. 

Young  dyke  with  PHOTOGRAPHIC  and  FILM- 
PRODUCTION  skills  will  do  anything  for  money. 
Sheryl:  690-81 10  or  360-8461 . 


TRAVEL 


BEACH  FRONT  Roman  Beach  Apts.  Oistintown 
Barbados  West  Indies.  Phone  809-42-87635.  Sum- 
mer. Two  persons.  One  night  $20-45  US.  All 
Welcome. 


MOUNTAIN  RETREAT 

YEAR  ROUND  BED  and  breakfast  inn  in  New 
Hampshire's  White  Mountains  on  100  private  scenic 
acres.  The  Highland  Inn  offers  a  peaceful  and  relax- 
ing setting,  charming  rooms  with  private  baths,  lovely 
common  areas,  fresh  flowers,  antiques.  Fireplace, 
library,  large  swimming  pool  at  the  Inn.  Great  hiking, 
canoeing,  fishing  and  antiquing  nearby.  Mid-week 
discounts.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers.  Box  U8P, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)869-3978. 

CASTRO  HOTEL 

AT  1 8TH  AND  CASTRO  in  San  Francisco.  Now  stay 
in  the  Castro,  not  just  nearby.  Unique  Victorian 
suites  with  private  bath  and  parlor  overlooking  the 
street.  Experience  the  Castro  by  staying  there.  Castro 
Hotel,  560  Castro  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA,  941 14 
(415)621-2521. 


FORT  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the 

LAUDERDALE  MANOR  300ft.  from 

our  beautiful  beach.  Party  at  the 

world-famous  Marlin  Beach  Hotel 

next  door  and  come  back  to  a  quiet 

and  friendly  atmosphere.  Modestly 

priced  hotel  rooms,  efficiencies  and 

apartments  with  color  TV.  New  pool 

in  our  tropical  garden  and  BBQ.  Call 

or  write  Lauderdale  Manor  Motel, 

2926  Valencia  St,  Fort  Lauderdale, 

Fla  33316.  Tel:  (305)  463-3385 


BED  &  BREAKFAST 
SPACIOUS  SUITE  with  superb  view  of  Vancouver 
and  harbour.  Close  to  transportation.  $45 /night, 
single,  $55 /night,  double.  Includes  full  English 
breakfast.  267-636  Clyde  Avenue,  West  Vancouver, 
BC  V7T  1  El.  (604)  922-7054. 

NOVA  SCOTIA:  Lovett  Lodge  Inn.  Victorian,  anti- 
ques, alpine.  Near  St.  John-Digby  ferry.  Brochure: 
PO  BOX  119,  Bear  River,  NS  BOS  1BO.  (902) 
467-3917. 

FREE  ALL  EXPENSES  paid  vacations  to  States  for 
transsexuals  and  passable  female  impersonators. 
North  American  Transvestite-Transsexual  Contact 
Service.  (206)624-8266. 


SERVICES 


SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  con- 
sultations. 463-9688. 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

PORTRAITS  of  you  and /or  your  lover,  nudes,  port- 
folios, fashion,  art  copy  work,  and  other  assign- 
ments. Photographed  on  location.  Inquiries:  Clive 
Pyne  Photography,  694-5335. 


Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveille     364-5356 

258  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ont.  M5A  3A4 


|*0**L^ 


&**£ 


&      o\s\* 


\,oc 


.(Ofi 


*N<** 


*<*"»  ^6) 


,t^e 


Agent  for  Atlas  Van  Lines 


42  □  THE  BODY  POLITIC  □  MAY  1985 


FREE  ASTROLOGICAL  INFORMATION  upon 
request.  No  obligation.  Astrognosy,  11  Yorkville 
Ave,  Suite  608,  Toronto,  Ont  M4W  1L3  or  call 
961-5812.  ___ 

FROM  AS  LITTLE  AS  $30  a  week  you  can  have  your 
house  cleaned  and  organized,  to  having  your  laundry 
done.  Reliable  and  honest  with  good  references.  Call 
Heather  at  968-9419.  PS  I  do  windows  and  yes,  walk 

the  dog. 

COUNSELLING:  PERSONAL,  GROUP,  career. 
Bored?  Frustrated?  Confused?  Depressed?  Lonely? 
Call  Peter  Scargall,  at  424-4554. 


BEAUTY  SALON  FOR  DOGS 

1519  O'Connor  Drive 

for  appointments  call:  759-9427 

Tues.-Sat.,  7:30  am.  to  6  pm. 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

Piano  tuners  have  a 
mission:  to  bring 
harmony  from  discord. 
It's  a  nice  life. 

Call  me. 

lames  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St,  Toronto 
967-6653 


SIMCOE  COUNTY  BISEXUAL  INTRODUC 
TION  club — For  rural  town  persons,  primarily 
Newmarket  and  north  to  Timmins.  Dependable,  con- 
fidential, discreet  only.  18  to  any  age,  one  to  one 
friendships.  $100.00  permanent  membership.  Box 
873,  Barrie,  Ontario  L4M  4Y4. 


BUY/SELL 


THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  magazine.  Lon- 
don'sGayNews  called  it  "spectacular."  NewYorks's 
Village  Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive... engage 
any  generous  intelligence.  "The  book  is  called  Flaun- 
ting it!  A  decade  of  gay  journalism  from  The  Body 
Politic.  It's  yours  for  $8.95  plus  $1 .00  for  postage  and 
handling.  Order  the  book  that  Christopher  Street 
called  "a  pleasure  to  read. ..so  well  editing  that  it 
becomes  a  document  of  the  first  decade  of  gay  libera- 
tion." Send  $9.95  today  to  Flaunting  It ! ,  PO  Box  639, 
Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1H2. 

BURMESE  KITTENS 
REGISTERED  SABLE   BEAUTIES,   shots  $250. 
Available  May  1st.  Call  920-3285  after  5  and  on 
weekends. 

TOP  MONEY  PAID  for  good,  used  feminist /lesbian 
oriented  books  or  magazins.  Call  535-2324,  evenings. 

FRENCH  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  BOOKS 

SEND  $2  FOR  3  book  supplements  per  year.  Fourth 
issue  free.  We  do  mail  orders.  Librarie  L'Andry- 
Gyne,  3642  Boul  St.  Laurent,  Montreal,  Quebec  H2X 
2V4  (English  books  too!). 

WANTED:  Old  issues  of  PAN  COQ  and  similar 
mags.  Please  write  giving  issues  and  phone  number.  1 
also  want  books.  Drawer  F159. 

MESSAGES 

TITS  AND  NIPPLES 

IF  YOU'RE  INTO  BIG  TITS  and  juicy  nipples,  write 
for  monthly  newsletter  with  ads  to:  Edenite,  PO  BOX 
515,  South  Beloit,  Illinois,  61080. 

HEY.BOLDSTRANGER.YourodetheCarltoncar 
on  Easter  Sunday.  Why  did  you  gel  off  so  soon?  I 
didn't  have  time  to  think  of  an  excuse  to  follow.  Give 
me  another  chance.  Tom  967-0430. 

PAUL  LE  CLERC,  contact  Bill  in  Windsor.  Urgent. 

"FAG  STAG",  Friday,  May  17.  Sponsored  by  Gays 
and  Lesbians  of  Trent  and  Peterborough .  Ticket  sales 
in  advance  only,  $10.  Live  male  stripper,  licensed.  For 
more  information,  call  GLTP  at  (705)  742-6229. 

PETERBOROUGH  AND  THE  KAWARTHAS 

THE  "QUEEN'S  BIRTHDAY  BASH"  dance,  Fri- 
day May  24,  1985  at  9  pm.  Sponsored  by  GLTP  (Gays 
and  Lesbians  of  Trent  and  Peterborough).  Licensed, 
admission  $3  at  the  Peterborough  Sports  Palace, 
370A  Water  St.,  Peterborough.  There  are  also  drop- 
ins,  rap  groups,  and  a  gay  AA  meeting  at  the  GLTP 
Centre.  For  more  information  call  GLTP  at  (705) 
742-6229. 

HEY,  RICK  BEBOUT,  WE  LOVE  YOU! 


VOLUNTEERS 


ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find 
ihcm  in  The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for 
volunteer  help  and  get  a  50^odiscount  off  our  regular 
reasonable  rates. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  wanted  for  peer 
counselling  and  information  phone  line.  Should 
possess  a  mature  attitude,  common  sense  and  em- 
pathy. Phone  TAG  at  964-6600. 

THE  TORONTO  COUNSELLING  CENTRE  for 

lesbians  and  Gays  is  recruiting  lesbian  volunteers  to 
staff  the  following  positions:  Clinical  consultant: 
professional  counsellors  (clinical  experience  re- 
quired): peer  counsellors:  receptionists,  committee 


Dr.  Wfflem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


Cimerman 

Real  Estate  Limited  -  Realtor 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4X1P3 


In  the  heart  of  Downtown  this  dramatic 
new  renovation  offers  1800  Sq.  Ft.  of- 
luxurious  living  space. 
View  310  Berkely  St.  or  any  of  our  other 
fine  downtown  homes  with: 

SALES  REPRESENTATIVES 
TOM  MCNEILL 
BARRY  SHECTER 
PHONE:  922-5533 


SHIATSU 


for  stress 
for  health 


donald  thomas 
466-7340 


TELEPR0MPT 
ANSWERING  SERVICE 

PROMPT,  RELIABLE 
SERVICE  24  HRS  A  DAY 

•  Call  Forwarding  Required 

•  Low  Monthly  Rates  for 
Business  and  Residences 

•  Our  Rates  Monthly: 

-  $35.00  For  Residences 
$45.00  For  Business 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL:  924-4351;  927-8202 

25%  OFF  YOUR  FIRST  MONTH 
WITH  THIS  AD 


1985 


Can  Mean  Freedom 


From  shaving,  trimming,  tweezing, 

UNWANTED  HAIR 

FROM  ANYWHERE. 


CERTIFIED  ELECTROLOGIST 

Sheilagh  Devlin 

9  Bellbury  Cres.  North  York 

491-1114 


Wayne  Curl,  RMT 

Relaxation,  Therapeutic 
Massage  and  Hydrotherapy 

Treatments  available  for: 


Sprains 
Tendonitis 
Arthritis 
Muscle  Spasm 
Headaches 

(migraine) 
Wry  Neck 
High  Blood 

Pressure 
Edema 

Nerve  Lesions 
stress  Management 


Lung  Congestion 
Menstrual 

Discomfort 
Constipation 
Sciatica 
Postural 

Deformities  (flat 

feet,  rounded 

shoulders) 
(  hronii   md  Acute 

Pain 


$5.00  discount  with  this  ad 
By  appointment,  593-5014 


FRANCES  F.  HEYDEY 

Clairvoyant,  Medium,  Life  Goals  Consultant 

(CBC,  CKEYToronto.  KFMB.  KTLA-Los  Angeles) 

Superior  Psychic  and 
Spiritual  Consulting  Services 

Life  is  like  a  feast.  The  key  to  enjoying  it  is 
learning  to  give  clear  orders  to  the  waiter. 

Deep  insights  into  all  those 
unanswered  questions  of  past,  present 
and  future  relationships. 
Taped  consultation  for  out-of- Toronto  residents. 

74  Kendal  Avenue, 
Toronto,  Ont  M5R  3B4 
(416)  928-3297 
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HarveyMalinsky 

Offering  personal 
Real  Estate  services 
to  our  community. 


My  computer 
access  shows  you 
comparable  pre 
values  across  < 

•  Residential 

•  Commercial  and 

•  Industrial 

Call  (416)967-6901 
or  364-1900 


O 


DUNHILL 

■- 

484  Parliament  Street 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4X  1P2 
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The  producers  of    FRUIT  COCKTAIL    85 

are  currently  receiving  applications  from  gay  men  and 
women  interested  in  the  following  positions: 

STAGE  MANAGER,  DESIGNER,  PRODUCTION  MANAGER 


Resumes  should  be  forwarded  to 


FRUIT  COCKTAIL  '85 
c/o  Box  2212  Station  F 
Toronto  ON  M5S  2T2 


All  those  interested  in  volunteering  their  time  in  the 
following  areas,  please  forward  a  letter  to  the  above  ad- 
dress: writing,  choreography,  costume  design,  technical 
and  production  crew. 


THE  BARN 

TORONTO 

LEATHER  &  WESTERN  BAR 
83  GRANBY  STREET 

(CORNER  OF CHURCHl 

416-977-4684 


A  PLACE  TO  MEET  FRIENDS 

CRUISING  •  PINBALL  •  JUKE  BOX 


MONDAY  -  SATURDAY  8  PM 
SUNDAY  5  PM  —  1 1  PM 


1  AM 


Enjoy 

Relaxing  Music 

at  the  Piano  Bar  and 

Elegant  Dining 

in  the  Restaurant 


Monday  to  Friday 
12:00  -  100  p  m. 

Saturday 
500  -  100  p.m. 


4:00  -   11:00  p.m. 

Sunday  Brunch  $4.95 


418  Church     •     977-4702 


workers.  If  interested,  please  call  977-2153,  Tuesday 
to  Thursday  evenings  and  ask  for  an  applicaton. 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED  FOR  FEMFEST  '85,  a 
multi-disciplinary  festival  of  women's  expression. 
Women  needed  to:  help  out  at  entertainment  and  fun- 
draising  events  and  work  on  publicity.  For  informa- 
tion, call  Nina  Forte  at  466-2030. 


ONTARIO 


GROUPS 


BABIES,  DADDIES,  MOMMIES  wanted  for  diaper 
club  newsletter.  Pictures,  stories,  suppliers.  For  more 
details  write  P  O  Box  926,  Vancouver  BC  V6G  2N7. 


MUSICIANS-SINGERS 

Join  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of 
Toronto's  baroque 
instrumental  ensemble 
or  choir. 
Phone  536-2846 


LONDON 


ST  CATHARINES 


SASK.  RURAL  GAYS 

THOSE  INTERESTED  in  forming  a  cor- 
respondence/contact club  for  rural  gays  in 
Sask.  /Alberta,  send  name,  address,  physical 
characteristics  to  Boxholder,  Box  2421,  Prince 
Albert,  Sask.S6V  7G3.    . 

FRIENDS:  FEMALE 

TORONTO 

GAY  WHITE  FEMALE,  32,  looking  for  same  over 
30  for  a  fun  relationship,  no  strings,  purely  physical. 
Promise  a  good  time.  Drawer  F095. 

ATTRACTIVE  FRENCH  LESBIAN  student,  21, 
moving  to  Toronto  end  of  April.  Seeks  women  who 
would  like  to  host  me  and  share  great  feelings.  More 
details.  Drawer  F135. 

FRIENDS:  MALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

GENTLEMAN  OVER  50? 

MASCULINE,  ATTRACTIVE,  EUROPEAN  male, 
34,  tall,  trim,  affectionate,  sensitive,  visiting  USA 
and  Canada  summer  85,  seeks  masculine,  warm,  car- 
ing man  over  50  for  correspondence,  visits,  hopefully 
permanent  relationship.  May  relocate  anywhere  for 
right  person.  Please  send  detailed  letter  and  photo. 
PO  Box  427,  1000  Brussels,  Belgium. 

SEEKING  FRIENDS 

BEARDED  COLOGNE  GWM  30,  172  cm,  80kg, 
seeks  friends  (especially  black  /  Latin  and  /  or  bearded) 
for  writing  &  visiting.  Visiting  US /Canada  in  June/- 
July.  Drawer  F121. 

POLISH  STUDENT,  gay  man.  I  am  26,  182  cm  tall, 
handsome.  Please  believe  I  am  good-looking  with 
pretty  dark  hair,  shiny  blue  eyes,  sensitive  face.  Fond  \/\/|  \\\  DSO  R 
of  music  and  dance.  I  like  to  read.  I  shall  be  faithful  to 
a  true  friend.  Love  a  clean,  neat  house.  Understan- 
ding the  mature,  trusting  stable  characters  with  a 
serious  approach  to  life.  English,  Polish  and  Russian. 
A  photo  offer  guaranteed.  Drawer  F139. 


PETERBOROUGH/CENTRAL  ONTARIO 
SOPHISTICATED  PIGGERY?  Good,  clean  fun? 
Or?  Some  smoke,  some  play... send  some  details  and 
we'll  go  from  there.  GWM's,  22/32,  furry,  fun,  self- 
assured.  Drawer  F108. 

TIMMINS  YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL 

TIMMINS  YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL,  GWM,  23, 
.  straight-acting,  good-looking.  Enjoy  B/B,  tennis, 
squash,  skiing.  Want  to  meet  similar  man  interested 
in  a  possible  relationship.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
F182. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO        ~ 

GWM  24  5' 10"  slim,  into  sucking,  cuddling.  Seeks 
similar  discrete  friend.  Reply  to  PO  Box  9261  Stoney 
Creek,  Ontario  L8G  3X7. 

GWM  FRENCH  COUPLE,  healthy,  straight-look- 
ing/acting, 32  &  47,  150,  155  lbs.  Enjoy  outdoors: 
canoeing,  bike  riding,  swimming,  horseback  riding, 
hiking,  fishing,  camping.  Not  into  bar  scenes  or 
drugs.  Will  share  our  home  on  weekends  for  right 
couple.  90  miles  north  of  Toronto,  photo  &  phone  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  F143. 

GREY  BRUCE  AREA 

MASCULINE  YOUNG  MAN  35,  brown  hair,  green 
eyes,  185  lbs.  would  like  to  meet  same.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  Drawer  F068. 

STABLE  SETTLED  PEN  FRIEND  wanted.  In- 
terests:  keeping  fit,  literature,  antiquities,  DP,  AI, 
SNA.  Drawer  F067. 


HUSKY,  HAIRY  BEARDED  professional  seeks 
friendship  and/or  sex.  I  drink,  smoke,  swear,  sweat. 
Usually  G/A  F/P  with  fantasies  of  uniforms,  W/S, 
daddies.  I  like  movies,  the  smell  of  freshly  worn 
underwear,  roller-skating,  animals,  humour,  sweat, 
dancing,  honesty,  television,  bars,  kissing  and 
socializing.  Prefer  30s  types  and  body  or  facial  hair 
but  not  essential.  Photo  and  letter  appreciated. 
Drawer  Fl  16. 


GWM,  41,  5' 11"  150  lbs.  Interests:  running,  skiing, 
theatre,  films,  skating,  nightlife,  weights,  travel, 
J/O,  videos,  dining,  NYC.  Et  j'aimeraisconnaitre  un 
gars  qui  m'aiderait  a  parler  francais.  Good  shape, 
honnefe,  propre.  Prefer  husky,  in-shape  male,  25-45, 
any  race.  Drawer  F036. 

GWM,  30  5'9"  145  lbs,  good-looking,  affectionate, 
sincere,  discreet,  seeks  same-  tp  35  years  old. 
Preferably  hairy  and  G/A.  Photo/phone  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  FI 17. 


SARNIA 


GOOD-LOOKING  GREEK  BOY,  22  years  old, 
athletic,  with  cultural  interests,  wants  cor- 
respondence with  other  boys.  Hobbies:  winter  sports, 
music,  cars,  gymnastics.  Write  to:  PO  BOX  11329, 
KENTPIKON  TAX,  GR-54110,  SALONICA, 
GREECE. 

UNIVERSITY  STUDENT  in  West  Germany.  27, 
slim,  blond  hair,  would  like  to  correspond  with  Cana- 
dian men.  Drawer  FI70. 

NATIONAL 

J/O  LOVER 

UNIVERSITY  STUDENT  21,  trim,  young,  new, 
hot .  Love  J  .O. ,  video,  would  like  to  experience  more! 
Saskatoon  area,  but  travelling  to  Ottawa,  Toronto  in 
summer.  Hot  letter,  photo,  phone.  Discreet,  expects 
same.  PO  BOX  1334  Saskatoon,  Sask,  S7K  3N9. 

GWM,  30s,  attractive,  discreet,  seeks  enounter  with 
travellers  to  Saskatoon.  Must  be  well-endowed,  into 
Gr.A/P.  Phone/address/particulars  appreciated. 
Drawer  F109. 

MULTI-FACETED  GUY  wishes  to  meet  any  locals, 
or  hear  from  anyone  into  the  Seth  material.  Write  to 
Denny,  1 1  Rochelle  St.,  Glace  Bay,  NS  B1A  1T4. 


SARNIA  AREA 

GWM,  24,  5'  10"  140  lbs,  reddish-brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  seeks  slim  built  male  up  to  30  years  for  cor- 
respondence or  friendship.  All  replies  answered.  Pic- 
ture appreciated.  Reply  Chris  c/o  100  North 
Lansdowne,  Sarnia,  Ontario. 


GOOD  LOOKING  ORIENTAL 

22,  5'7",  cute,  clean,  sincere,  looking  for  men  18-45, 
all  races  welcome.  Prefer  hairy  chests  and 
moustaches.  Serious  letters  only.  Like  travelling, 
dancing,  romantic  evenings,  movies,  not  into  drugs  or 
S&M.  Drawer  Fl 34. 


NIAGARA  FALLS 


SECRETLY  SUBMISSIVE,  PUBLICLY  ASSER- 
TIVE handsome  male  6  ft  200  lbs,  definitely  a 
workaholic,  late  30s,  seeks  semi  discreet  life  and  new 
career  with  a  mature  dominant  male.  Willing  to  ac- 
cept any  well  paying  job  with  a  real  man  to  guide  me. 
Relocation  of  course.  Please  sir,  give  me  a  chance. 
Drawer  F124. 


HAMILTON 


ALBERTA 


ANYWHERE  IN  ALBERTA 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  45,  new  to  Edmonton,  wan- 
ting to  contact  straight-behaving  guys  who  enjoy 
camping,  boating,  canoeing,  fishing,  travel  as  well  as 
movies  and  music.  Any  age-able  to  travel.  Reply  to 
Box  3522,  Station  D,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  T5L  4J3. 


EDMONTON 


TOP  TEXAS  TEDDY  terrorizes  Edmonton  (mid- 
May).  Seeks  to  mount  mountie  or  hug  great  northern 
bear.  Teddy,  Box  50215,  Dallas,  75250-0215. 


CALGARY 


FUCKBUDDIES 

FUCKBUDDIES  FOR  REGULAR  and/or  occa- 
sional sex  wanted  by  couple.  Max  waist  32".  Discre- 
tion and  mutual  trust  a  must.  Write  Box  1002, 
Calgary,  T2P  2K4. 


HAMILTON  GAY,  39,  5'9"  190  lbs,  moustache, 
hairy,  not  ugly,  wants  to  meet  big  200-250  lb  pro 
wrestler  type  35-45  for  friendly  and  sexy  get- 
togethers.  Discreet.  Include  phone  number.  Drawer 
F145.  

~ BODYBUILDERS  ONLY 

GWM  5'  10"  1 55  lbs,  trim,  clean  body,  wish  to  meet  or 
correspond  with  body-builders  in  Hamilton  area. 
You  must  have  big  muscles,  be  clean  and  honest.  Ab- 
solute discretion  assured  and  expected.  Let  me 
massage  those  big  muscles  for  you.  Love  big  pecs  and 
nipples  and  tight  buns.  Photo  and  way  to  contact  ap- 
preciated. All  photos  can  be  returned  if  you  wish.  Me, 
28.  You  25-40.  Drawer  F140. 

HAMILTON— LONDON 

BUSINESS  MAN,  34,  Bl  visiting  Hamilton-London 
weekly  requires  a  dinner  companion /escort.  Must  be 
straight  appearing  and  intelligent.  Write  in  detail 
about  yourself,  background  and  why  I  would  be  in- 
terested in  you.  Students  most  welcome.  Could  be 
very  rewarding  to  right  individual.  A  completely 
descriptive  letter  and  recent  photo  (colour,  full-length 
preferred)  will  prompt  my  immediate  response  for  in- 
terview. Reply  to  L.  Campbell,  Box  955,  Waterloo, 
ON.  N2J  4C3. 

BANCROFT  AREA 

GAY  MALE  SEEKS  SAME  25  to  35  for  discreet  good 
times.  Reply  with  phone  number  and  photo  if  possi- 
ble. Drawer  F175. 


TORONTO 


NAHANNI,    AUYUITTUQ,    QUETICO.    Fellow 
canoeist,  pilot,  trekker  sought  by  professional  photo- 
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CLASSIFIED 


NOW  EI ASI 
THAN  E 


Use  VISA  or  Mastercharge 
and  order  by  phone! 


/TORONTO 

'fireplace,  front  *  u^ 


Now  you  can  reach  the  30,000 
men  and  women  who  read 
The  Body  Politic  every  month 
just  by  picking  up  your 
phone. 

Monday  through  Friday, 
from  1 1  am  to  5  pm,  we'll 
accept  ad  orders  paid  by  VISA 
or  Mastercharge  over  the 
telephone. 

It's  easy:  just  write  down 
what  you  want  to  say  before 
you  call,  (you  can  use  the 
form  here  at  the  right  as  a 
guide),  ring  us  at  (416) 
364-6320,  read  us  your  ad  and 
give  us  your  VISA  or  Master- 
card number.  That's  all  there 
is  to  it! 

Of  course,  we'll  still  take 
your  ad  in  person  or  by  mail, 
prepaid  by  charge  or  cheque. 

We're  waiting  to  hear  from 
you! 


WELCOME  TO  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

Gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people,  right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 

COST 

Just  35$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $7.00.  Business  ads:  70<p  per  word,  minimum  charge  $14.00,  or  call 
364-6320  for  reasonable  display  advertising  rates. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE 

Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00  from  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  REPEAT  YOUR  AD 

Our  discount  system:  15%  off  for  2  runs,  20%  off  for  3  to  4  runs,  25%  off  for  5  to9  runs,  and  30%  for  10  runs  or 
more. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  orderor  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  the  adver- 
tised deadline.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a  drawer  number.  We  will  for- 
ward replies  to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  eitheror  both  parties  are  under21,  or  if  more  than  2  people  are  involved,  regardless 
of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it  is  smart  to  be  positive 
about  yourself,  not  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no  blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 


Postage  here 


Drawer. 


TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD? 

No  charge.  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as  in  the 

diagram.  Be  sure  the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope." 

Office  staff  do  not  open  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

HOW  TO  DO  IT 

Write  one  word  per  box.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad,  but  please  be 

sure  to  add  in  the  cost  of  a  special  head  if  you  choose  one.  Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us 

here  at:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9. 


BOLD  (Max  30  characters)"" 

STANDOUT  (Max  20  characters)»» 

GRABBER  (Max  15  characters)"" 

SPECIAL  HEADINGS 

Choose  one  of  the  headings  above, 
and  your  ad  will  practically  jump  off 
the  page.  See  the  examples  below 
to  decide  which  one  is  best  for  you. 


First,  and  cheapest:  BOLD! 
For  just  $5.00,  you  get  up  to  30 
characters  of  bold  type  to  head  off 
your  ad.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 


MEET  ME  INST  LOUIS 
OR  EVEN  DOWNTOWN  Toronto  would  do.  I'm 
looking  for  the  great-looking  guy  in  the  Speedo 
bathing  suit  who  ran  out  of  Chaps  last  Wednesday. 
Call  me  at  591-7693. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  a  man  who'll  give  me  all  the  lov- 
ing I  need,  and  who  can  take  all  the  loving  I  have  to 
give.  Write  Drawer  DXXX. 


Even  better:  STANDOUT! 
Up  to  20  characters  for  just  $10.00! 
Check  out  these  examples  to  see 
how  your  ad  would  look: 


HOT  BUNS,  EAGER  LIPS 

GWM,  36,  5' 10"  155  lbs,  would  like  to  service  you  in 
every  way  possible.  Have  great  ass  and  great  techni- 
que. Drawer  EXXX. 

CABBAGETOWN  APT 

MAN  HAS  APT  TO  SHARE  in  quiet  section  of  Cab- 
bagetown  near  TTC  and  shopping.  All  utilities,  own 
room,  non-smoker.  $300/month.  Call  666-3223. 


And  for  tops  in  attention-getting: 

GRABBER! 

An  extra  $15.00  over  the  basic  cost 

of  your  ad  buys  you  up  to  15  charact 

ers  that  will  spotlight  your  message. 

Check  out  these  examples: 


SLAVE  WANTED 

MASTER.  39.  MERCILESS,  seeks  slave  who  is  will- 
ing to  surrender  his  all.  Limits  respected.  Drawer 
DYYY. 
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3ne  word  per  box. 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7.35 

$7.70 

$8.05 

$8.40 

$8.75 

$9.10 

$9.45 

$9.80 

$10.15 

$10.50 

$10.85 

$11.20 

$11.55 

$11.90 

$12.25 

$12.60 

$12.95 

$13.30 

$13.65 

$14.00 

$14.35 

$14.70 

$15.05 

$15.40 

$15.75 

$16.10 

$16.45 

$16.80 

$17.15 

$17.50 

$17.85 

$18.20 

$18.55 

$18.90 

$19.25 

$19.60 

$19.95 

$20.30 

$20.65 

$21.00 

$21.35 

$21.70 

$22.05 

$22.40 

$22  75 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35c  per  word. 
Business  ads:  70$  per  word. 

□  CostofadS timesnumber ofruns  $ 

HEADINGS 

BOLD  ($5.00  times  number  ___    ofruns) 

□  STANDOUT($10.00timesnumber  ofruns) 
GRABBER($15.00timesnumber          ofruns) 
Total  cost  of  ad  before  discounts 

DISCOUNTS 

□  Two  runs.  Deduct  15% 
Three  or  four  runs.  Deduct  20% 

□  Five  to  nine  runs.  Deduct  25% 
Ten  to  twelve  runs.  Deduct  30% 

D  lama  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $1.00. 

DRAWER  SERVICE 

Please  assign  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

SUBSCRIBE! 

I  want  to  subscribe.  Canada  $ 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal.)  International    $ 

Total  enclosed  $ 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  JUNE  ISSUE:  5  PM,  WED,  MAY  8 


$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

-$ 
-$ 
-$ 
-$ 
-$ 
Subtotal  $ 


1.00 


Subtotal  $ 


18.95  CN 
18  95  US 


CAR  FOR  SALE 

1980  RABBIT,  good  condition,  blue,  just  driven  oc- 
casionally to  the  bars,  asking  $5,000or  best  offer.  Call 
James,  944-3214. 


Name 
Address 
City 
Province 


Code 


Cheque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my       Visa       I      stercharge 

Card  number 

Expiry  date 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with  payment  to:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289.  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  EC13 
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Available  at  better  clubs, 
saunas  and  book  stores 
accross  Canada. 


Dealer  inquiries 

J  A  L.  Enterprises  inc. 
66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto  (Ontario)   M5B  1G5 

Tel     (416)  977-4718 


"Call  us.  Tell  us  what  you  want.  Describe  yourfantasy  and  the  kindof  guy 
(i.e.  Trucker,  Cop,  Straight,  Body-Builder,  etc.,  etc.)you'd  like  toex- 
pfore  it  with.Then  we'll  have  him  call  you  back  and  you  can  talktill  you're 
satisfied.  Guaranteed." 
CREDIT  CARDS 


FANTASYPHONE 
(416)  362-9353 


GAY 
ROOMMATES 

SHARE YOUR  SPACE 

&  SAVE  $ 

NEED  A  PLACE? 

CITY- WIDE 
ROOMMATES 

964-7064 

WEEKDAYS  9-8,  SAT  12-4 
TORONTO  -  MISSISSAUGA 

LOW  FEE!  QUICK!  GUARANTEED! 


Books,  magazines, 
movies,  media... 

Ideas. 

The  people  who  put  together  the  feature 
and  review  sections  of  The  Body  Politic 
are  looking  for  recruits:  people  who  can 
join  us' in  making  decisions  about  how  a 
gay  liberation  magazine  should  reflect  our 
lives  —  and  who  can  share  with  us  the 
work  of  turning  ideas  into  print.  If  you 
can  spare  a  few  hours  a  week  and  think 
you  'd  like  to  get  involved,  give  us  a  call  at 
364-6320  or  drop  us  a  note:  The  Features 
and  Reviews  Group,  TBP,  Box  7289,  Stn 
A.  Toronto,  ON M5W  1X9.  Attention: 
Rick  Bebout. 


CUFFS 


Being  your  slave 

What  should  I  do, 

But  tend 

Upon  the  hours  and 

Times  of  your  desire? 

—Shakespeare 


...comfortable  &  soft,  constructed  of 
nylon  parachute  webbing  &  velcro.  Vel- 
cro  mates  to  bond  cuff.  A  very  special 
gift,  or  for  your  own  intimate  play. 


Available  plain  or  pretty,  trimmed  with 
hearts  &  lace,  in  red,  black,  or  blue.  Set  of 
four(2  ankle  &  2  wrist  cuffs).  Send $34.95 
plus  S3.00  postage  and-  tax,  cheque  or 
money  order,  payable  to  PM  Enterprises, 
Suite  030-131,  65  Front  St.  W.  Toronto, 
ON,  M5J1E6. 
Specify  desired  colour,  &  plain  or  pretty. 


Pleasure  and  privacy  guaranteed. 


grapher  to  share  in  the  planning  and  living  of  these 
and  other  indescribable  wilderness  experiences.  No 
lily-dippers  please.  Drawer  E715. 

CHINESE  MALE,  20s,  masculine,  sincere,  stable, 
has  a  diversity  of  interests  and  a  sense  of  humour, 
seeks  Oriental  or  Caucasian  for  meaningful  relation- 
ship. Drawer  F064. 

BLONDE  ATHLETE 

COMPETITIVE  SWIMMER,  6'  148  lbs,  cute,  sex 
maniac.  Must  be  fucked.  Loves  to  watch.  Wants  tren- 
dy guys  and  jocks.  Drawer  F079. 

YOUNG  BODYBUILDERS:  Pumped  up  and  pro- 
ud?  Perfect!  My  145  lbs  of  lean  muscle  is  yours  to  play 
with.  25,  attractive,  completely  uninhibited.  Started 
pumping  recently;  now  you  can  teach  me  what  it's 
really  about .  Oil  and  flex,  tie  me  and  toy  with  me,  play 
shower  sports,  or  much  more.  I'd  like  to  meet  your 
workout  buddies  too.  Use  your  muscles  the  way  you 
always  wanted  to!  Detailed  letter,  photo.  Drawer 
F123. 

ATTRACTIVE,  TALL  SLIM  well-built  male  34, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  moustache,  youthful  ap- 
pearance, professional  masculine,  non-promiscuous, 
into  fitness,  varied  interests,  sexually  flexible,  socially 
active,  intellectually  stimulating,  seeking  one  sincere 
compatible  male.  Drawer  F122. 

TIRED  OF  GOING  to  the  bars  alone.  Sincere  gay 
guy,  30,  too  shy  to  strike  up  conversations  with 
strangers,  seeks  to  do  so  with  this  ad.  1  really  would 
like  to  make  some  new  friends.  Drawer  F120. 

FF.  YOUNG,  VERY  GOOD  LOOKING,  GWM 
wants  to  reach  up  deep  inside  you.  Seek  goodlooking, 
fit,  with  big,  fleshy  behind.  Let  me  in!  Drawer  Fl  18. 

21  YEARS  OLD,  165  lbs,  5'9",  looking  for  someone 
under  25  years  old,  into  S&M,  who  is  patient  with  a 
beginner  and  willing  to  introduce  him  to  a  whole  new 
world.  Drawer  Fl  15. 

ATTRACTIVE,  DISCREET,  ORIENTAL,  early 
30s,  masculine,  very  friendly,  warm,  affectionate  and 
caring,  seeks  good-looking  moustached  white  guy  for 
good  friendship  or  relationship.  Photo  appreciated. 
All  letters  answered.  Drawer  F105. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

GWM,  57,  21 5  lbs  5'  11 " .  Lead  quiet  life,  like  to  read 
and  enjoy  home  life.  Like  to  meet  someone  around 
my  age.  Have  lots  of  love  for  Mr.  Right.  Self- 
employed.  Phone  and  photo.  Discretion  assured.  No 
drugs,  only  TLC.  Spend  the  years  we  have  left 
together.  Drawer  F092. 

LOOKING  FOR  SOMETHING  MORE?  Me  too. 
I'm  a  GWM,  5'7",  brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  I  enjoy 
music,  working  out  and  some  sports.  I'd  like  to  meet 
someone  who  is  not  into  bar  scenes.  I'm  very  affec- 
tionate and  would  like  to  find  someone  similar.  Will 
answer  only  those  with  photo.  Drawer  F097. 

SHY  SWISS  GUY  27 

NEW  TO  THE  GAY  WORLD  in  Toronto.  Would 
like  to  meet  new  young  people  for  friendship  and 
good  relationship.  Drawer  F098. 

LONELY,  HOT  AND  ATTRACTIVE  20  year  old 
male,  5'6"  130  lbs,  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  slim 
build.  Has  his  own  place.  Seeks  20-25  year  old  for 
relationship  and  companionship.  Phone  number 
please.  Drawer  F125. 

FRANCAIS.  Je  cherche  des  amis  a  Toronto  qui  peu- 
vent  parler  francais.  Etudianl  de  francais,  j'ai  besoin 
de  la  pratique.  Ne  en  Australie,  53,  (mais  j'ai  l'ap- 
perence  et  la  personality  jeune,  je  pense!)  145  lbs, 
5'  10".  Bibliotecaire,  j'aime  I'amusement,  opera, 
ballet,  literature,  politique,  theatre.  Drawer  F128. 

GWM  TALL,  ATTRACTIVE,  fit,  professional. 
Wishes  to  meet  muscular  man  with  an  excellent  body. 
Facial  attractiveness,  education,  personality  and  sex- 
ual prowess  bonuses  but  not  as  important  as  physi- 
que. Race  unimportant,  marrieds  welcome.  Photo 
appreciated.  Drawer  F127. 

RIMMER,GWM,32,6'  170  lbs,  would  like  to  service 
your  ass.  Into  fantasy  trips  of  all  kinds,  bondage, 
watersports  etc.  Videos  J.O.  sessions.  Drawer  F131. 

A  BUDDY,  THEN  SEX.  If  you  prefer  this  sequence, 
are  slim,  30-42,  independent,  warm,  caring  and  into 
becoming  the  best  man  you  can  be,  then  contact  this 
39  yr  old  gwm  and  explore  the  possibility  of  a  lengthy 
journey  on  a  relation-SHIP!  Drawer  F035. 

ATTENTION  VOYEURS! 

TRIM  MUSCULAR  EXHIB.  Ready  to  show  it  all  to 
you  and  friends  on  location.  Watch,  touch,  photo. 
Just  for  fun.  Provide  scenario  and  phone.  Drawer 
F133. 

YOU:  LIKE  TO  BE  TAKEN  CARE  OF.  Want  direc- 
tion, stability,  chance  to  make  it.  Will  work  at  it,  stick 
with  it.  ME:  Dominant,  handsome,  agressive,  30s. 
Wants  full  partner  with  right  man.  Into  your  buns, 
face,  mind.  Fair  but  strict.  Has  successful  gay 
business.  Other  projects  could  involve  you.  In- 
terested? Write,  picture  and  photo:  Bossman,  Box  27, 
282  Parliament  St,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  3A4.  Rep- 
ly  all.       " 

GWM,  30,  AVERAGE  LOOKING,  above  average 
technique,  seeks  Oriental  sex  maniac  to  revive  my 
rapidly  dying  libido.  All  replies  promptly  answered. 
Drawer  FI37. 

SUCCESSFUL,  PROFESSIONAL  GWM  38 

ATTRACTIVE,  FIT,  straight-looking  and  acting, 
urbane,  sensitive,  seeks  same  28-38  for  spontaneous, 
loving,  but  jocular  relationship  to  make  life  complete. 
Reply  with  photo  and  telephone.  Drawer  F136. 

LOVE  IS  MY  SPECIALTY 

HANDSOME,  MASCULINE,  5'1I"  175  lbs.  Dark 
features,  beard  and  moustache.  Sexually  pleasing  and 
versatile.  It's  time  at  29  to  settle  down.  I  enjoy  nicer 
lifestyle  with  an  attractive,  masculine,  stable  35-45, 
not  afraid  to  fall  in  love.  I  smoke  and  occasionally 
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toke.  I  want  some  permanence  in  my  life  again.  I  can 
be  a  stimulating  lover.  Let's  meet  for  coffee.  Letters 
with  photos  get  first  reply!  Drawer  F138. 

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  COLLAR  ME,  attach  a 
leash  and  then?  Novice,  submissive  6'2"  190  lbs,  33 
would  like  to  experience  this  and  more.  Reply  with 
detailed  letter.  Drawer  F142. 

MUSCLE  WORSHIP,  GWM  30,  short,  slim,  seeks 
body-builders  who  enjoy  oiling  up  and  posing  for 
private  worship.  Age,  looks  unimportant,  muscle  is. 
Beginning  body-builders  who  want  to  try  posing 
routines  most  welcome.  Drawer  F141. 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 

PORTRAITS,  NUDES,  Negatives  returned.  Phone 
Studio  16.  532-4380,  inquiries  welcome.  Inexpensive. 

9AM  to  7PM.  

WELL  EDUCATED  CUDDLER 
PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  serious,  sincere  type  37 
5'  11 "  1 65  lbs,  blond  seeks  intelligent  younger  man  to 
share  interests  in  films,  literature,  dining  out,  theatre 
and  with  romantic  and  affectionate  rather  than  hot 
and  heavy  approach  to  sex.  University  student  or 
graduate  ideal.  I'm  of  a  broad-minded,  liberal  nature 
but  don't  like  heavy  drinkers.  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  F090. 

RIMMER  GWM  32,  6'  170  lbs  would  like  to  service 
your  ass.  Into  fantasy  trips  of  all  kinds,  bondage, 
watersports  etc.  Videos.  J.O.  sessions.  Drawer  F071 . 

WANTED:  SLENDER  SUBMISSIVE  GWM  under 
25  to  shave  and  fuck .  Your  master  is  GWM,  33, 5'  1 0" 
155  lbs,  brown  eyes/hair  and  into  pecs.  Applications 
to  Box  361 ,  Stn  Q,  Toronto. 

I'M  A  ROMANTIC  art  student,  attractiveGWM,  22, 
sensitive,  demands  honesty,  likes  movies  and 
nostalgia.  Seeking  similar  man.  Detailed  description. 
Drawer  F149. 

A  GUY  WHO'S  MASCULINE,  honest,  affec- 
tionate, fun,  slim,  39,  intelligent,  financially  indepen- 
dent, and  has  varied  interests.  That's  me!  If  you  have 
similar  qualities,  are  30-42,  and  are  wanting  to 
develop  a  special  relationship  with  someone  over 
time,  then  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Let's  talk 
and  see  where  we  want  to  take  it  from  there.  Nothing 
ventured,  nothing  gained.  Drawer  F148. 

GWM,  40,  6'  160  lbs,  French  active,  Greek  passive, 
seeks  hairy,  uncut,  hung,  mature  maji  for  raunchy 
after  work  sex,  fantasies.  Photo.  Drawer  F147. 

WANT  HAIRY  MASCULINE  MEN 
I'M  HOT,  HORNY  GWM,  25,  very  good  looking, 
trim,  muscular  body.  Love  hairy  men  who  are  attrac- 
tive, non-effeminate  (no  beards  or  moustaches).  Send 
descriptive  letter /photo  and  we  can  use  my  place. 
Drawer  F146. 

DO  THEY  GASP  and  tell  you  it's  too  big?  Attention 
big  boys!  Good-looking  GWM  pig,  28,  with  talented 
deep  throat  gives  the  best  service  to  young  studs  under 
35  with  huge  tools  and  good  bodies.  No  strings. 
Downtown.  Fantasies,  blacks,  latinos  welcome. 
Photos  assure  reply.  Drawer  F150. 

GOOD-LOOKING,  MASCULINE  GWM,  30,  with 
lots  of  smarts  and  humour,  well-endowed,  athletic, 
professional,  happy,  seeks  similar  affectionate  fun- 
loving  man  with  warm  heart,  interested  in  letting  a 
relationship  develop.  Not  interested  in  bars  etc.  or 
superficial  relationships.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
F152. 

VERY  HUNG  UNCUT  STUD,  29, 5'10"150lbs  with 
motorcycle  jacket  and  great  body  needs  service  by 
horny,  young,  uninhibited  guys.  So  down  on  your 
knees  boys,  and  let  me  show  you  how  much  you  want 
it.  Drawer  F151. 

MAJOR  LEAGUE  SLAVE,  clean,  slim,  tanned, 
masculine,  athletic,  great  body,  36,  5'9  165  lbs,  waist 
29,  available  for  equally  fit,  rough,  aggressive  pushy 
master  who  will  set  the  limits  to  make  me  serve  his 
kinkiest  fantasies  by  means  of  B.D.  T.T.  F.F. 
'novice)  humiliation  or  any  heavy  discipline  (no  scat). 
I  probably  won't  submit  so  make  me.  No  box 
numbers  please.  Drawer  F163. 

BUTTON-FLY-LEVIS  dude  wants  hot  crotch  to 
crotch  action  with  lots  of  tit  and  ass  work  till  we  cum 
in  our  tight  bulging  jeans.  Lean,  medium  height  studs 
with  fetish  for  levis  and  concern  for  safe  sex  will  be  in- 
terested. Are  you  horny  too?  Drawer  F162. 

GWM,  ESTABLISHED  PROFESSIONAL  seeks  to 
bring  together  small  group  of  gay  professionals  for 
discreet  companionship,  brief  details,  phone  no, 
maybe  photo,  to  drawer  F161 . 

HANDSOME  YOUNG  MODEL  TYPE 

WANTED  BY  30-YEAR-OLD  professional  for 
mutually  rewarding  regular  private  encounters.  No 
strings  attached.  Discretion  assured.  Photo  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  FI60. 

FLEX  MUSCLE 
BICEPS  AND  PECS,  lats  and  abs.  GWM  3 1 ,  body- 
builder, seeks  same  to  swap  protein.  Photo  please  to 
assure  answer.  Drawer  F158. 

MASCULINE  GWM.  I  am  in  my  30s,  5' II",  dark 
hair,  brown  eyes.  1  work  out  regularly  and  I  am  in  ex- 
cellent physical  shape.  I  am  a  well-established  profes- 
sional, with  high  moral  standards.  I  enjoy  the  out- 
doors and  all  clean  pleasures  of  life  and  do  not  waste 
time  in  bars  or  saunas. 

Having  just  moved  to  Toronto,  I  am  interested  in 
developing  a  warm  friendship/companionship  with 
a  level-headed,  mature,  equally  well-csiablished, 
husky  and  masculine  male  between  the  ages  of  30-40, 
who  would  rather  be  monogamous.  Write  Drawer 
FI57. 

AVERAGE  LOOKING  GUY,  mid-20s. 
blonde/blue,  5'9",  fit.  Would  like  to  meet  a  good 
naturcd  man  under  35  who  enjoys  fucking  a  firm  tight 
;iss    Drawer  1155. 

DOMINANT,  FRIENDLY,  masculine  GWM.  non- 
smokcr  in  40s,  wants  to  stimulate  and  fuck  non-com- 


petitive, gentle  GWM  with  slim  body  and  firm  buns. 
Me:  a  pleasant  looking  guy  5'  10"  165  lbs,  6"  cock 
with  a  good  sense  of  humour.  You:  reality-oriented 
single,  who  isn't  looking  for  a  fantasy  man  or  coitus 
machine.  Let's  enjoy  my  sexiness  and  energy.  Phone 
numbers  only  please.  Pax.  Drawer  E675. 

MASTER  NEEDED  BY  NOVICE  SLAVE.  GWM 

24,  5'6"  128  lbs,  slim,  small.  New  to  city  and  life. 
Wants  kind  firm  master  who  will  teach  S/M,  B/D, 
F/  F,  T/T  and  other  pleasures  to  make  me  serve.  Send 
photo,  phone  and  good  letter.  Will  consider  any,  es- 
pecially large,  heavy  men  or  nervous  first-time 
masters  same  age  as  1  am.  Neil.  Suite  030-142,  65 
Front  St  W,  Toronto,  M5J  1E6. ' 

ATTRACTIVE,  PROFESSIONAL,  27,  ASIAN, 
5'6"  125  lbs,  enjoys  theatre,  travelling,  working  out, 
cuddling.  Would  like  to  meet  compatible  men  for 
friendship /relationship.  Drawer  F102. 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  AN  ORIENTAL  friend  25  to  35 
who  has  a  keen  interest  in  classical  music,  a  non- 
smoker  and  likes  a  quiet,  conservative  lifestyle.  I'm  a 
GWM,  42,  discreet,  average  build,  clean-shaven,  not 
into  bars  or  drugs.  Please  include  phone  number. 
Serious  replies  only.  Drawer  F104. 

HANDSOME  ITALIAN  MALE,  mid  20s,  wishes  to 
meet  middle-aged  male,  any  race,  very  well-hung,  for 
friendship  or  possible  relationship.  Drawer  F076. 

MIDDLE  AGED  BUSINESSMAN,  frequent  visitor 
to  Toronto,  seeks  attractive  university  student,  21 
plus,  any  race,  any  colour,  for  friendship  and  possible 
fun  times.  Please  send  phone  number  and  picture  if 
possible.  Thanks.  Drawer  F174. 

YOUNG  PROFESSIONAL,  25,  attractive,  outgo- 
ing,  slim,  black  hair,  brown-skinned,  many  interests. 
Inexperienced.  Looking  for  friendship  with  affec- 
tionate, sincere,  non-promiscuous  white  male.  Photo 
nice,  not  necessary.  Drawer  F173. 

HANDSOME  FOREIGNER,  BLOND,  28,  5'U" 
173  lbs,  very  good  body,  blue  eyes,  moustache,  mas- 
culine, seeks  white  foreigner  under  35  for  friendship 
and  possibly  relationship.  Phone  and  photo  appreci- 
ated. Drawer  F172. 

GWM,  25,  5'7",  brown  hair/eyes,  moustache,  very 
handsome,  masculine  and  slim,  seeks  dominant  man 
to  45  for  leather  sex  and  possible  relationship.  I'm  in- 
to B/D,  light  S/M  and  willing  to  learn  whatever  you 
like.  A  long  term  sexual  and  /or  lover  relationship  is 
possible  with  the  right  person.  I'm  stable,  bright  and 
have  many  varied  interests.  Race,  weight,  etc.  unim- 
portant. Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F171. 

GWM,  33,  5'5";  slim,  dark;  hairy  chest,  legs;  trim 
beard;  professional  educator-therapist.  Attractive, 
healthy,  free-thinking,  ethical,  spiritually-evolved, 
non-Christian.  Affectionate,  sensuous,  stable, 
masculine,  solid,  good-humoured,  and  absolutely 
monogamous.  Non-smoker,  dislike  bars  and  ghetto 
behaviour.  Enjoy  film,  theatre,  books,  camping, 
travel.  See  need  to  explore  safe,  satisfying,  low-risk 
alternatives  in  male-to-male  intimacy.  Hope  to  meet 
one  exceptional  man  who  can  relate  to  all  of  the 
above,  to  develop  solid  friendship,  possible  relation- 
ship. Appreciate  descriptive  letter.  Photo  (will  return) 
guarantees  response.  Drawer  F191. 

AFFECTIONATE,  37,  NON-SMOKER,  hung,  ath- 
letic,  trim,  enjoys  cycling,  outdoors,  music,  theatre 
etc...  seeks  sincere  friend  (preferably  younger)  whose 
interests  exclude  bars.  Photo  gets  sure  answer.  Box 
7303,  Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X9. 

GWM  30,  5' 10",  average  build  (sometimes  too 
straight-looking  and  acting  for  gay  guys  to  take  a 
chance  on).  I  like  oral,  j/o,  videos,  active  Greek.  All 
Levis,  denim  or  cords,  leather  jackets.  Cock  size  is  not 
important.  Looking  for  average  guy  for  friendship 
first,  relationship  possible  in  the  future.  Your  age 
doesn't  matter  if  you  can  relate  to  a  30  year-old  who 
feels  there  is  more  to  life  than  being  a  billboard  for  the 
"gay  lifestyle."  Not  into  bars  every  night.  Phone 
number  and  non-revealing  photo  will  get  the  fastest 
replies.  Drawer  F166. 

TALL,  AFFABLE,  GAY  40s  male,  straight  lifestyle, 
seeks  a  gay  Spanish-speaking  male  to  teach  beginner's 
Spanish.  English  conversation,  companionship, 
possible  relationship  in  return.  Muchas  gracias. 
Drawer  F165. 

GWM,  27,  135  lbs,  likes  Levis,  97.7  FM,  family, 
friends  and  the  good  life.  Seeks  same.  Photo  and 
phone  to  Drawer  F164. 

PROFESSIONAL,  GWM,  HANDSOME,  40,  5'8" 
150  lbs,  been  single  for  two  years — long  enough. 
Looking  for  sincere,  successful,  attractive  man. 
Serious  replies.  Drawer  F167. 

SLAVE  AVAILABLE,  GWM,  25,  willing  to  submit 
to  SM  B/D  CBT.  Needs  hot  top  22-38.  Awaiting  your 
command  SIR.  Drawer  F169. 

HANDSOME,  MASCULINE  LATIN,  24,  5'10", 
good  physique,  intelligent  and  sexy.  Not  into  bar 
scene.  Interests:  classical  music,  good  conversation, 
dining  out,  a  health  nut.  Seeks  active,  masculine 
male,  preferably  under  30  with  similar  interests. 
Phone  and  photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F168. 

ONE  TO  ONE  RELATIONSHIP 

WANT  THE  ABOVE  heading.  I  don't  think  50  is  too 
old.  I  am  and  I  don't  if  you're  a  top  man,  big  and 
hairy.  I'm  a  bottom,  small  type.  Will  try  anylhing 
with  right  man.  I'm  not  versatile  or  well-endowed  but 
also  like  a  pair  of  big  thighs  around  my  neck.  I  am 
clean,  sincere  and  reliable.  Drawer  FI84. 

GWM,  26,  SHY,  discreet  seeks  friend  for  fun  times, 

Trivial  pursuit.  Summer's  coming.  Please  reply. 
Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F183. 

SAFE  SEX.  HOT  SEX! 

SQUEEZING,  i  NDRESSINO,  admiring,  exploi 

ing,  mutual  masturbation.  j/O,  hot  talk  I'll  bum  ins 
tight  ass,  thick  thighs  Describe  sour  hot  spins 
Drawer  MSI 
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GWM,  36,  155  lbs,  wants  hung  men  who  enjoy  a  hot 
mouth.  Norecip  necessary.  All  ages,  any  race.  Phone 
number  gets  fast  reply.  Drawer  F154. 

FRENCH  EXPERT,  46,  swimmer's  build,  straight- 
acting,  easy,  not  on  the  gay  scene,  would  like  to  give 
head  to  a  dominant,  hung  straight  or  bi 
male — policeman,  wrestler,  fireman,  construction 
worker,  truck  driver,  etc. — who  expects  expert  ser- 
vice as  his  due.  Reciprocation  not  necessary;  just  sit 
back  with  a  Scotch  and  enjoy  it.  Married  OK.  My 
place,  discreet.  Box  313,  Postal  Station  Q,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  M4T  2M5. 

EUROPEAN  CANADIAN  PROFESSIONAL  man, 
49,  strong  mind,  romantic  heart,  enthusiastic  in  bed. 
needs  mature  thinking,  warm,  loving,  single 
relationship-oriented  male  friend.  Box  165,  Station 
G,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4M  3G7. 

TEDDY  BEAR  SEEKS 

A  FRIEND.  Lovable,  hugable  teddy  bear  seeks  that 
special  person  to  bring  w  armth  back  into  his  life.  This 
1954  vintage  bear  is  warm,  gentle,  affectionate  and  a 
little  shy.  He's  also  inquisitive,  cautious  and  very  pro- 
fessional. Many  years  of  well  groomed  fur  and  clean 
living  have  made  him  what  he  is  today.  This  bear  is 
searching  for  teddy  lovers  to  age  40  with  compatible 
background  for  friendship  and  just  maybe  (he  can 
always  hope)  someone  to  share  his  den.  Letter  reply  to 
Drawer  F 180. 

ONCE  UPON  A  TIME... 
THERE  WAS  A  6'  tall,  slim,  professional  with 
athletic  pursuits  and  a  swimmer's  build  who  decided 
to  share  his  interesting  and  active  life  with  someone. 
Now  much  was  to  be  gained  by  writing  a  note,  with  a 
photograph  to  Box  815,  Station  G,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4T  2N7. 

NEED  MORE?  I  do.  I'm  successful,  you  say  hot,  you 
scream  when  you  come,  door  closes,  alone  again. 


GWM  33,  5'9"  170  muscular,  masculine,  healthy, 
hairy,  sincere  person  first.  Gay  second.  Sometimes  I 
give  seminars,  sometimes  head.  It's  okay,  but  I  need 
more.  I  like  them  young,  but  he  was  48,  4  years  ago.  1 
still  remember.  Just  be  you.  Drawer  F179. 

GWM  24,  not  into  the  bar  scene.  Seeks  masculine, 
hairy  men  to  30  for  fun  and  friendship.  Send  photo 
and  phone.  Drawer  F178. 

GWM.  45.  WELL-ENDOWED,  would  like  to  meet 
blue  jeans  or  black  jeans  guy,  21-28,  or  in  30s  for 
mutual  pleasures,  friendship  and  possible  relation- 
ship. A  little  black  leather  turns  me  on  a  lot  too. 
Drawer  F177. 

G\VM,45,5'6"  160lbs.  seeks  a  young  male,  25-37  for 
long  hot  and  horny  sessions.  I  have  my  own  place  in 
central  downtown.  Prefer  male  that  is  cut,  honest, 
well-hung  nice  cock  and  feels  comfortable  in  blue 
jeans  or  leather.  Please  send  letter  with  or  without 
photo  but  with  phone  number.  Students  most 
welcome.  Drawer  F176. 

GAY,  28,  5'6"  128  lbs,  brown  skin,  seeks  gays  from 
Toronto  and  Thornhill  area,  fun,  friendship,  pen  pals 
welcome.  Many  interests.  Write  with  phone  number. 
C.S.D.  Box  6781 .  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W 
1X5. 

SCARBOROUGH-attractive  man,  young  looking 
44,  mentally  together,  5'10",  medium  build,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes,  non-smoker,  realist,  has  turned  over 
some  new  leaves  in  the  book  of  life  and  is  ready  for  a 
relationship  with  a  younger  man,  preferably  Scar- 
borough resident.  Looks /race  not  important  but 
must  be  clean,  honest,  non-smoker,  straight  appear- 
ing and  self-supporting.  My  interests  include  good 
friends,  country  auctions,  animals,  fishing,  cycling, 
computers,  canoeing,  time  together  and  all  things 
new.  If  you  are  ready  for  a  loving,  mature  one-to-one 
relationship  and  are  willing  to  put  in  as  much  as  you 


GWM  seeks  same 
GWF  seeks  same 


Classified  shorthand  lets  you  say 

a  lot  in  a  little  space,  but  it  can  leave  you 

saying  things  you  may  not  mean.  If  you're  a 

Gay  White  Male  or  a  Gay  White  Female  and  if 

race  doesn't  matter,  don't  limit  your  options. 

Use  your  own  words  to  say  what  you  want  and 

you'll  get  results! 


are  getting  out,  then  write  with  phone  number  to 
Drawer  F190. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM  COUPLE  in  their  30s,  who 
enjoy  quiet  dinners,,  good  friends,  travel,  cultural  as 
well  as  outdoor  activities,  would  like  to  meet  other 
established  gay  couples  who  enjoy  the  same,  for 
strictly  platonic  socializing.  Please  respond  to  Drawer 
F188. 

GWM,  28,  attractive,  5*11"  160  lbs,  intelligent,  affec- 
tionate, considerate,  sense  of  humour.  Interests  in- 
clude cooking,  working  out,  cycling,  long  walks, 
good  conversation .  Looking  to  meet  nice  guys  in  their 
20s  for  friendship  or  possible  relationship.  Not  into 
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drugs  or  downtown  bar  scene.  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  F 187. 

ANGLO  LATIN  COUPLE  50s,  20s  seek  beefy 
moustache  or  bearded  buddies  who  want  to  be 
dominated,  explored,  subdued.  Drawer  F186. 

GWM  27  masculine,  attractive,  discreet,  very  .well- 
endowed,  would  like  to  meet  blue  jeans  or  black  jeans 
type  guy  or  couple,  18-30,  for  mutual  pleasures, 
friendship  and  possible  relationship.  A  little  black 
leather  turns  me  on  a  lot  too! ! !  Photo  if  possible  and 
phone.  Drawer  F189. 

OTTAWA 

TRUCKER  ■  POLICEMEN 

SUBMISSIVE  MAN  44,  5'  9"  balding  would  service 
slim  truckers,  policemen,  service  men,  18  -  50.  In- 
terests: Boots,  bikes,  trucks  and  leather.  PO  Box 
9365.  Ottawa,  K1G3V1. 

WARM,  SINCERE,  GIVING  GUY,  attractive  and 
stable,  interesting  and  active,  mid-forties,  not  into  the 
typical  gay  scenes,  looking  for  younger  guy  to  share 
with.  Willing  to  offer  emotional  and  financial 
assistance.  Good  opportunity  for  the  right  guy.  Reply 
Drawer  F070. 

ON  YOUR  KNEES  BOY 

OTTAWA  MASTER,  33,  5'  7"  hairy,  experienced, 
wants  boot-licking  slave  that  turns  on  to  leather,  obe- 
dience CB/TT  and  bondage.  If  you  want  to  wear  my 
collar,  get  on  you  knees  boy  and  call  (613)737-3666 
for  your  instructions.  Visitors,  serious  and  novice  or 
experienced  only.  Limits  and  discretion  respected. 


MONTREAL 


HARD-work,  ambition,  affectionate,  good-shape, 
33,  all  describe  me.  Interested  in  sharing  Good  Times 
with  younger  guy.  Write  today!!  Drawer  F041. 

SENIOR  PROFESSIONAL,  frequent  visitor  to 
Montreal,  seeks  thoughtful,  gentlemanly,  slim  young 
oriental  for  dining,  cinema,  concerts,  friendship, 
discussion,  possibly  more.  Drawer  F132. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


QUIET  TIMES  TOGETHER 
MIDDLE  AGED  MALE  would  like  to  meet  others  of 
any  age  who  enjoy  quiet,  snuggly  times  with  a  need  to 
share  love.  If  you  need  someone  5*10"  brown  hair, 
160  lbs,  do  write,  will  answer  all  and  I  live  in  central 
Nova  Scotia.  Drawer  F096. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  30, 148  lbs,  brown  hair,  seeks 
slim  male  under  30  for  lasting  relationship.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  Box  38,  Port  Medway,  Queens, 
Nova  Scotia,  BOJ  2TO. 

MODELS/ESCORTS 

EDMONTON 

GOLDENBOY  ESCORTS 

BEAUTIFUL  MEN  WITH  BEAUTIFUL  BODIES. 
Reasonable  rates  in/out  calls  24  hours.  424-5455. 


CALGARY 


MODEL-ESCORT 

I  CAN  STAND  to  any  occasion.  Fulfill  your  fan- 
tasies. Out  of  towners  welcome.  Versatile  hot  and 
discreet.  Barry  228-5531. 


TORONTO 


"GENTLEMEN'S  GENTLEMEN"  —  Two  clean- 
cut  good-looking  males,  19  and  22,  available  for  per- 
sonal escort /model  services.  922-2089. 

TORONTO  ESCORTS  AND  MODELS 

FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 
5'1 1"  170,  masculine,  clean  cut  man  available  as  es- 
cort  and/or  model.  Call  Rick:  531-6976. 

BRIGHT,  GOOD-LOOKING  student,  22  years  old, 
5'7",  135  lbs,  seeks  position  as  escort.  Call  Steve 
961-4680. 

TORONTO'S  FINEST 

TWO  HOT  ATHLETIC  MALES  21  and  22, 
available  for  model  and  escort.  Call  964-81 13. 

OTTAWA 

FULFILL  A  FANTASY  WITH  a  handsome 
unhibited  well-built  model/escort  26  5'11"  155  lb. 
Phone  921-2614.  Ask  for  Roger.      

COMPETITIVE  BODYBUILDER.  50"  chest,  18" 
arms,  31"  waist,  28"  thighs,  18"  calves.  Well  built 
and  defined.  Call  Roger  362-8982. 

YOUNG,  BLOND  BODYBUILDER  now  available 
for  escort  work  and  private  modelling.  Call  Paul,  24 
hours,  860-1065. 

PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  — 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen- 
pal service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the 
church's  prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry,  730  Bath- 

urst  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4. 

GAYS  AND  YOUNG  PRISONERS  threatened  with 
sexual  exploitation,  in  institutions  everywhere,  bene- 
fit from  the  work  of  The  Prometheus  Foundation, 
which  also  protects  gays  in  society  from  rip-offs  by 
unscrupulous  inmates.  For  information  on  the  Pen 
Pal  Group  and  other  vital  programmes,  and  a  copy  of 
FIRE!,  the  Foundation's  newsletter,  send  SASE  to: 
Prometheus,  Box  12954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15241. 
LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners 
project .  Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are 
able  to  send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  every- 
where, (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer 
special  order  books  at  cost  (usually  35-40(*'o  off).  Pris- 
oners and  other  interested  persons  should  write:  Books 
I  or  Prisoners.  Box  A.  92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 
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A  BRONZE  COMPLEXIONED  black  male  seeks 
permanent  relationship  with  pre-op  transexual  or 
full-op  transexual  or  transvestite.  I  am  brutally  hand- 
some, 6'2  "  230  lb.  My  hobbies  include  power  weight 
lifting,  guitar,  jazz,  soul  and  classic  rock  music  I  am 
well  educated  and  29  years  of  age.  Will  be  released  in 
the  next  6  to  12  months!  1  am  financially  able  to  han- 
dle my  own  affairs  and  willing  to  relocate  upon 
release.  (Include  photo.)  Bobby  Hendrix,  165-217, 
PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699-0001 . 

SEEKING  ANY  AND  ALL  women  and  men  for  cor- 
respondence. James  Leon  Truitt,  134554,  POBox69, 
London,  Ohio  43100-069. 

STOP  NOW,  I  NEED  YOU !  Attractive,  sincere,  sen- 
sitive and  lovable,  would  like  to  meet  older  gentlemen 
for  friendship  and  possible  relationship.  Must  be 
mature,  successful  and  be  satisfied  with  plenty  of  love 
and  seeking  1  to  1  lasting  relationship.  Iam5'10",  170 
lbs,  blonde  with  hazel  eyes.  Am  being  released  soon 
and  wish  to  relocate  upon  release.  Stan  Guillory, 
88829,  CampC  W-l,  Angola,  La.  70712. 

I'M  A  WHITE  MALE,  5'8"  150  lbs,  black  hair, 
brown  eyes  and  33  years  old.  I'm  interested  in  writing 
any  warm-blooded  persons  who  would  like  to  start  an 
intimate  correspondence.  James  Bowman  166-133, 
PO  BOX  69,  London,  Ohio  43140-0069. 

WHITE  MALE,  25,  5' 11"  165  lbs,  blue/green  eyes, 
long,  brown  curly  hair.  Would  love  to  hear  from  so- 
meone. Frankie  J.  Guinan  Box  900,  CP  18,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.  65102. 

I  AM  21  YEARS  OLD,  5'9"  165  lbs,  blue  eyes,  brown 
hair  and  nice  build.  Love  music,  exercise,  partying. 
Will  answer  all  replies.  Scott  Barrett  176-421,  PO 
BOX  69,  London,  Ohio  43140-0069. 

I  AM  INTERESTED  in  writing  any  warm-blooded 
person  who  is  intelligent  and  would  like  to  start  an  in- 
timate correspondence.  Terry  R.  Seal,  173-368,  BOX 
69,  London,  Ohio,  43140-0069. 

INMATE  ON  DEATH  ROW  in  the  Missouri  Prison 
System .  Life  on  death  row  is  dismal  to  say  the  least  but 
a  friend  would  help  cheer  me  up.  I  am  35  years  old, 
with  black  hair  and  brown  eyes,  175  lbs.  I  enjoy 
sports,  reading  and  I  like  to  paint.  1  also  like  to  play 
chess.  Emmett  Nave  CP-28,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City, 
Missourri  65102. 

SEEKING  TO  ESTABLISH  a  true,  sincere  and 
honest  relationship.  I'm  28  years  old,  5' 11"  146  lbs, 
green  eyes,  long  black  curly  hair,  clean  shaven  and  at 
the  present  very  lonely.  I  love  to  write,  read,  sports 
and  horseback  riding.  I  have  an  associate  degree  in 
business  and  accounting.  Also  my  degree  in  cooking 
school.  Willie  Dumas  164-200,  PO  BOX  45699, 
Lucasville,  Ohio  45699-0001. 

I  WOULD  LIKE  to  meet  a  single  gay  or  bisexual  white 
male,  who  is  a  "above-the-knee  or  below-the-knee" 
leg  amputee  or  others  saddled  with  special 
needs — physical  disabilities  or  mental  han- 
dicaps— for  a  lasting  friendship.  Write  to  me:  Darrell 
Donald,  Serial  Code  N°  150-710,  PO  BOX  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699-0001. 

I  AM  ONE  FINE  HUNK  OF  A  MAN.  Narcissist  no.  I 
am  into  reality.  My  body  is  fine.  I  weight  170  lbs  with 
15"  biceps.  I  am  5 '  1 0"  with  blonde  hair  and  blue  eyes. 
I  have  rippling  abdominal  muscles  with  a  29"  waist.  I 
will  send  photos  to  anyone  interested  in  correspon- 
ding with  me.  Gil  King  N°  179674,  PO  BOX  45699, 
Lucasville,  Ohio  45699-0001 . 

My  nationalities  are  German /Cherokee,  and  I  am  a 
lonely  prisoner  seeking  friends  to  help  erase  the 
loneliness.  lam  5'9"  182  lbs  (no  fat)  with  dark  brown 
eyes  and  hair.  Most  people  consider  me  handsome 
and  easy  going.  Bobby  Lowe  163-750.  PO  BOX 
45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699-0001. 

YOUNG  MAN  INCARCERATED  is  looking  for 
penpal.  I'm  23  and  good-looking.  Mr.  Randy  Col- 
eman 167-724,  PO  BOX  69,  London,  Ohio 
43140-0069. 

I'M  A  29  YEAR-OLD  BLACK  MALE,  sincere  in 
ideas  and  conversation.  Any  and  all  letters  will  be 
replied  to.  Race,  creed  or  color  play  no  part  in  this 
search.  Conrad  Peaks  152843,  Box 45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699. 


OTHER 


GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information, 
lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If 
you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the 
court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337,  Old  City 
Hall  or  call  362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help 
you. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  ARTISTS 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  ASSOCIATION,  in 
conjunction  with  Gallery  940,  is  sponsoring  an  exhibi- 
tion featuring  lesbian  and  gay  artists  during  the  IGA 
conference  (June  30  -  July  7)  whose  theme  is 
"Smashing  Borders  -  Opening  Spaces."  Exhibit  at 
Gallery  940  and  A. R.C. Please  submit  proposals 
and/or  slides  with  S.A.S.E.  by  May  15  to  IGA  Con- 
ference Committee,  ATTN:  Exhibition  Committee, 
105  Carlton  St.,  4th  floor,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5B 
IM2.  For  information,  call  Lisabeth  at  469-4436. 


HEALTH 


STRAND 

The  Workout.  Physical  results  for  men  and  women. 
Downtown  Toronto,  862-1 143. 


OBITUARY 


KLAAS  ZWART  DIED  MARCH  4,1985  by  accidcn 
tal  asphyxiation  in  Ins  Amsterdam  apartment.  Born 
November  13,  1959  in  Egmond,  Netherlands,  Klaas 
visited  Toronto  during  May  1984,  staying  with  David, 
Tom  and  Bill  on  Shutcr  St.  He  loved  Canada  and  the 
many  Canadian  friends  he  made.  He  is  survived  by  his 
parents  and  siblings,  all  residing  in  Egmond. 


The  JOE  Club 

continued  from  page  51 

our  arms  crossing  and  moving  rhythmic- 
ally and  I,  of  course,  wanted  to  kiss  him 
and  feel  his  sharp  little  animal  face 
against  my  own  but  the  chemistry  began 
to  change.  One  or  two  guys  shoved  their 
cocks  back  into  their  pants  and  walked 
away.  I  think  maybe  no  one  wants  to  be 
the  last  guy  standing  there  with  his  cock 
out.  Anyway,  in  a  few  minutes  the  ran- 
dom subatomic  dance  had  started  again, 
and  Wolfie  and  I  passed  out  of  each 
other's  lives. 

The  ice  was  broken,  though.  I  could 
see  that  another  circle  was  about  to 
coalesce  in  the  slightly  darker  jail  cell. 
One  guy  sat  on  a  stool  facing  the  video 
porn,  slowly  jerking  off.  I  christened  a 
narrow  passageway  leading  to  the  jail  cell 
"Hard-On  Alley"  —  guys  stood  along 
either  wall  with  hard-ons  and  it  was  nar- 
row enough  so  that  you  could  almost 
brush  against  them  as  you  walked  and  I 
had  a  loony  desire  to  run  down  it  going 
whacka-whacka-whacka  with  both 
hands. 

Then  I  saw  Clark  Kent.  Right  down  to 
the  glasses.  Though  I  had  to  admit,  since 
he  had  his  shirt  off,  minus  the  muscles.  I 
wanted  him  and  his  bookish  vulnerability 
the  same  way  I  wanted  Wolf  and  his  ani- 
mal juice.  I  moved  into  the  jail  cell  and 
waited. 

Clark  appeared  outside,  looked  in, 
stepped  inside  and  stood  beside  me.  Then 
he  faced  me  and  smiled  and  cupped  his 
hand  around  my  cock  and  balls  and  I 
gave  up  all  pretense  and  loosened  my  tie 
and  unbuttoned  my  shirt  and  he  said, 
"You  look  a  lot  better  that  way,"  and  I 
let  one  hand  trace  across  his  chest  while 
the  other  felt  him  getting  hard  under  his 
jeans.  I  leaned  forward  to  kiss  him.  He 
turned  away  his  face. 

I  took  his  nice,  regular  Clark  Kent  cock 
out  of  his  jeans  and  he  did  the  same  to  me 
and  since  I  wanted  to  see  it  better  and  feel 
his  balls  and  run  one  hand  up  between  his 
legs  while  I  pumped  away  with  the  other  I 
pushed  his  jeans  down  around  his  knees. 
I  wanted  to  come  that  way,  wanted  him 
to  come  that  way  with  his  head  abandon- 
ed on  my  shoulder  and  his  come  oozing 
through  my  fingers  and  down  my  wrist. 
But  the  atomic  dance  was  what  he  heard 
and  he  lifted  up  his  head  and  smiled, 
gently  took  away  my  hand  and  backed 
away  from  me,  smiling  all  the  while. 

I  danced  too,  though  never  again  that 
night  into  a  constellation  I  found  as  tan- 
talizing. 1  finally  came  into  the  expert 
hands  of  a  short,  homely  critter  with  a 
lugubrious  face  while  Clark  and  Shlong- 
man  went  at  it  like  crazy  beside  us  (oh, 
Clark,  howcowWyou!"  1  thought).  And 
then  it  was  almost  midnight.  And  then  it 
was  time  to  go. 

The  place  was  emptying  quite  rapidly. 
Very  socially,  too.  Everyone  seemed 
ready  to  chat  in  ways  they  were  avoiding 
as  long  as  the  particle  dance  was  on.  I  ran 
into  Clark  in  the  washroom  (another 
shocker  —  people  were  actually  using  it 
to  wash  up)  and  told  him  I  was  from 
Toronto. 

"Well,"  he  said,  his  hands  all  afroth 
with  soap,  "welcome  to  New  York." 

On  my  way  out,  I  noticed  how  littered 
the  floor  was  with  crumpled  white  nap- 
kins. You  could  kick  through  them  like 
snow. 

Less  than  a  month  later  I  would  find 
out  that  a  friend,  a  casual  friend  I  had 
partied  with,  embraced  on  New  Year's 
Eve,  wondering  then  at  his  uncharacteris- 
tic frailty  and  pallor,  had  died  from 
AIDS. 

/(>/  (  luh  .10  Tenth  Ave,  New  York.  NY. 
Mailing  address  linx  294.  Hayside.  NY  //Jo/. 


9  Isabella  St.,  Toronto, Canada  (416)921-3012 
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ALEXANDER'S 

A  SMALL,  TROPICAL 

STYLISH  GUESTHOUSE 

1118  FLEMING,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040 

305-294-9919 


24  comfortable  rooms  enclosed 
in  the  heart  of  Old  Town  Key  West. 

RATES  AND  RESERVATIONS 
CALL  TOLL  FREE 

(800)  327-4837 

in  FLORIDA  (305)  294-5188 

The  Friendly  place  to  stay! 

Jacuzzi  *  Exercise  area 
Nude  deck  •  Heated  pool 
Poolside  cafe  serving  serving 

breakfast  and  lunch 
Weekend  cocktail 

parties 
Color  TV. 
A/C 


on  Inn  lor  the  Avanl  Gurde 


410  Fleming  Street 

Key  West.  FL  33040 

305  294  6977 


KEY  WEST 


CLUB  KEY  WEST  US    m 


COMPARE  SERVICES  &  FACILITIES 


RATES  FROM  $17.00      \mStk 

•  Guestrooms  with  TV,  overhead 
fans  or  air  conditioning  plus  private 
phone 

•  Our  spa  includes  steam  room,  tropi 
cal  pool  &  whirlpool,  exercise  gym, 
club  cate.  and  nude  sunbathing. 

•  Walking  or  cycling  distance  to  all 
beaches,  bars,  discos  in  old  town 

305/294-5239 

621  TRUMAN  AVE., 

KEY  WEST,  FL  33040-3299 

Services  &  Facilities  subject  to 
cnange  wilhoul  nonce 


LODGING  &  BATHS 

Legal  ID.  required  for  Club  Bath  Cham  Membership 


Ask  us  for  a  free  HEY  WEST  BUSINESS  GUILD  DIRECTORY 


"A  complete  resort.  Enclosed 

compound  includes  34  A/C 

guestrooms  &  efficiencies,  most  with 

TV,  all  with  radios." 

Tropical  Jacuzzi  setting  •  Giant 

swimming  pool  •  Cafe  •  Sauna  • 

Exercise  room  •  TV  lounge  with 

45"  screen  •  Bike  fleet  • 

Prices  to  fit  your  budget 

Weekly  rates 

Our  9th  year  catering  to  your  lifestyle 


House 


1129  FLEMING  STREET  KEY  WEST 
FLORIDA  33040  •  (305)  294-6284 


key  west, 
a  yeAR-ROuno 
ResoRt. 

-329  eii/aeetri  Street 
key  West,  Poptca  33040 
U.SA.  (305)  296-5368 


Our  accommodations  are  first"  I 

rate.  Individually  decorated 

rooms,  each  with  cblor  TV,    "  r,  •     "  1RJL    '  £    ■ 

AC,  refrigerator,  phone  and  •  -?»W  ~~  "**.  V*  ' 

k    ceiling  fans.  Heated  pool.  *mtm±*  *******  mmmm*  •  .  *»      \?\    * 

Key  Lodge  Mote/?X?^AS8,K,!v  WEST 


^-5*Jfc" 


0*&* 


Key  Lodge  is  a  little  differen 
The  environment  is  friendly 


rent.    -»^v 

51  F^ 


We're  in  the  heart  of  Old_Jown 


•^-"o*?  a  ■  '• 


a  guest  house  in  the  heart  of  fun  and 
|i|   1  frolic  in  old  town  Key  West    You  II 

lEilj^  tn©  never  want  to  leave        We  didn  t' 

l|f|@5  Philip  and  Michael 

K@U  lD@5t         Send  'or  °ur  color  brochure 
521  F  United  St    Key  West    13040  1305)  296-7467 


Cypress  House 


'I  — »pg3™ 


a  great  guest  house" 
The  Advocate 


Come  celebrate  our  7th  season  with 
usl  Celebrate  your  lifestyle,  anniver- 
sary, or  just  get  away  from  it  all  at 
carefree,  romantic  Cypress  House. 

•  Spotless  housekeeping  •  Tropical 
pool  8c  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms 

•  Daily  breakfast  fir  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us,  then  call 
or  write  for  our  brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 

601 C    Caroline  St.  Key  West,  FL  33040 


Just  for  the 
Charm  of  it.  . 


UTHOLQS 


Secluded  Tropical  Orchid  Garden 
Setting,  Sundecks,  Lounge  and  Pool. 

Come  as  a  GUEST, 
Leave  as  a  FRIEND. 

725  White  St,  (at  Petronia) 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)  294-7381 


KEY  WEST 


COCONUT GROVE 


GUESTHOUSE 


Panoramic  Rooftop  Sundecks 

Secluded  Wood  Decked  Pool 

Relaxed  Hospitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

817  Fleming*  Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)296-5107 
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At  JOE, 

playing  it  safe 

means  playing 

into  their  hands... 


Michael  said  it  in  the  The  Boys  in 
the  Band.  "Well,  one  thing  you 
can  say  for  masturbation...  you 
certainly  don't  have  to  look 
your  best."  I  should  have  taken 
that  to  heart.  I  should  not  have  turned  up 
at  that  cutting  edge  of  gay  male  sexuality, 
a  New  York  jerk-off  club,  in  smart  slacks, 
a  shirt  and  tie. 

Now,  I  know  those  things.  I  am  not  a 
nerd.  (The  tie  was  very  narrow.)  I  can  on- 
ly claim  complete  disorientation  at  having 
to  arrive  at  a  club  which  advertises  that  it 
admits  patrons  only  between  8:30  and 
9:30  pm.  I  was  tense.  Would  I  have  to  say 
"Onan  sent  me"?  1  did  not  think  it  was 
possible  to  be  late  for  a  gay  event  any- 
where. But  I  did  not  want  to  take  a 
chance.  Jerk  Off  Enthusiasts  (The  JOE 
Club)  meet  (and,  yes,  they  call  them 
meetings)  only  on  Thursdays.  I  would  be 
in  town  for  only  one  Thursday.  This  was 
it. 

"Hmmm.  Nice  tie,"  he  said  dryly.  He 
was  the  man  at  the  ticket  counter  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stairs.  I  had  almost  missed 
the  door.  Just  an  unmarked  entrance  on 
10th  Avenue  opening  on  to  the  aforemen- 
tioned gloomy  stairwell. 
"Thanks,"  I  said. 


By  Gerald  Harmon 


"It's  eight  bucks." 

"Each?"  I  said.  Why  did  I  say  that? 

"You  expecting  a  friend?"  he  asked. 

"No." 

"Each,"  he  said.  Very  dryly. 

I  gave  him  eight  dollars. 

"Now  these  are  the  rules,"  he  contin- 
ued ,  handing  me  a  sheet  of  paper  and 
adopting  a  tone  one  usually  reserves  for 
enfeebled  older  relatives.  "You  read  them 
through,  and  enjoy." 

I  looked  stupidly  down  at  the  paper, 
and  paused. 

"It's,  uh,  through  the  door  on  your 
right,"  he  added  encouragingly. 

I  pushed  through.  Another  man,  an- 
other table,  a  row  of  hangers  behind  him. 
I  smiled.  He  smiled  back.  I  gave  him  my 
coat.  "Is  that  all?"  he  asked. 

I  looked  around.  There  was  a  man  sit- 
ting at  the  bar.  Completely  naked.  I 
looked  back  at  the  coat-check  man.  He 
was  still  holding  my  jacket. 

"Yeah,"  I  stumbled,  "but,  heh,  heh,  I 
intend  to  loosen  my  tie." 

"Uh  huh."  The  way  he  said  it,  that  was 
all  he  had  to  say.  I  turned  quickly  to- 
wards the  bar. 

"Hey" 

I  turned  back. 


"You  forgot  your  rule  sheet." 
Indeed  I  had.  Thank  god.  Something 
to  read.  I  strolled  casually  over  to  a  cor- 
ner opposite  the  bar,  and  this  is  what  I 
read. 

Rules  of  the  JOE  Club 

1 .)  Activity  is  strictly  J /O.  No  oral  or  anal  sex 
will  be  tolerated.  Of  course  this  also  means  no 
PISS  OR  SCAT! 

2.)  While  kissing  and  licking  is  left  up  to  indiv- 
iduals, we  wish  to  caution  you  of  the  divided 
ideas  in  the  medical  community  about  the 
spread  of  disease  through  saliva. 
3.)  Tipping  at  the  bar  and  coat  check  is 
encouraged. 

4.)  We  encourage  checking  of  street  clothes  but 
allow  you  to  wear  whatever  you  feel  comfor- 
table wearing.  When  everyone  is  on  the  same 
level  the  action  becomes  more  intense.  None- 
theless the  choice  is  yours! 
5.)  Violators  of  our  rules  will  be  asked  to  leave 
immediately  and  no  refunds  will  be  given. 
6.)  While  our  FLUID  PATROL  is  on  duty  during 
our  meetings,  we  ask  you  to  contact  them  if 
you  see  anyone  breaking  any  rules.  They  can- 
not be  everywhere  all  the  time  and  so  we  ask 
your  help  for  the  good  of  everyone.  If  you  see 
someone  violating  the  rules  just  inform  some- 
one on  patrol. 

7.)  RELAX!  GET  COMFORTABLE!  We  are  all 
here  to  have  a  good  time  without  putting  our 
health  on  the  line! 

I  folded  the  sheet  carefully  and  put  it 
into  my  back  pocket.  Time  to  meet  my 
fellow  enthusiasts. 

The  large  room  I  was  in  had  a  bar  in 
the  centre  that  seemed  to  be  serving  only 
beer.  Near  the  entrance  there  was  a 
Christmas  tree,  and  someone  had  strung 
a  paper  "Happy  New  Year"  across  the 
ceiling.  In  behind  the  bar  there  was  a 
video  projector  silently  splashing  a  screen 
with  all  those  luscious  combinations  of 
cock  and  orifice  that  the  Fluid  Patrol 
would  have  its  beady  eyes  open  for.  Like 
showing  slides  of  desserts  at  a  Weight 
Watcher's  convention,  I  thought. 

There  were  other  reminders  of  a  past 
when  everything  seemed  safe.  (All  very 
easy  to  see.  The  place  was  lit  with  lots  of 
naked  bulbs.  Naked  bulbs  are  not  kind. 
Not,  at  least,  to  naked  people.)  There  was 
a  neglected  bathtub,  dusty  with  disuse.  A 
leather  sling,  ditto.  A  jail  cell,  complete 
with  bars.  Someone  had  wrestled  a  huge 
wooden  sign  up  against  one  wall  —  it 
used  to  read  "Romanoff  Specialties:  New 
York  Steaks,"  but  a  piece  of  paper  with 
the  word  "Jerk"  had  been  slapped  over 
the  "Roman." 

Then,  of  course,  the  men.  There  were 
about  thirty  by  the  time  I  arrived,  maybe 
fifty  at  its  peak  an  hour  or  so  later.  Early 
twenties  to  late  fifties,  I  guessed,  with 
most  in  the  thirty-to-forty  bracket.  One 

I  took  out  my  cock, 

let  it  rub  against  the 

bare  ass  of  the  guy  in 

front  of  me.  He 

shuddered.  Wolf-face 

looked  at  me.... 

or  two  guys  wandered  around  completely 
naked  except  for  socks  and  boots.  Most 
were  wearing  something,  if  only  a  jock- 
strap. No  one  else  in  a  tie.  I  resisted  the 
impulse  to  loosen  it.  This  had  to  seem 
intentional. 

Lots  of  movement,  no  chatting,  except 
at  the  bar  where  there  appeared  to  be  no 
cruising.  Everywhere,  on  the  bar,  on 
benches,  on  shelves,  were  tidy  little  stacks 
of  paper  napkins. 

And  then  I  saw  them.  Two  guys  in  cop 
outfits.  The  Fluid  Patrol. 


They  had  crests  on  their  crisp  blue 
shirts  that  said  exactly  that,  along  with 
badges  from  some  real-life  police  depart- 
ment. They  strolled  together  slowly  from 
room  to  room,  looking  altogether  too  be- 
nign. My  mind  raced  with  the  possibili- 
ties. Would  they  hand  out  tickets?  What 
if  I  were  sucking  a  cock  and  they  caught 
me  —  could  I  claim  I  was  just  pushing  it 
past  my  cheek?  Just  for  old-times  sake, 
officer.  Would  they  ask  to  smell  my 
breath?  Can  you  smell  come  on  some- 
one's breath? 

There  was  a  man  sitting 

at  the  bar.  Completely 

naked....  Everywhere,  on 

benches,  on  shelves,  were 

stacks  of  paper  napkins. 

Nothing  was  really  happening  yet. 
Shlong-man  wandered  by.  He  was  com- 
pletely naked  and  had  a  big  hard-on  for 
the  entire  time  I  was  there.  I  didn't  want 
Shlong-man,  though.  Too  ostentatious.  I 
wanted  Wolf-face.  Slim,  lean  and  hungry- 
looking  with  a  feral,  predatory  manner  — 
he  wasn't  my  usual  "type"  but  there  was 
something  about  him  I  wanted.  He  was 
completely  clothed.  He  wasn't  looking  at 
me. 

There  is  something  molecular  about 
gay  male  public  sex  situations.  For  the 
longest  time,  cruising  resembles  the  ran- 
dom movements  of  subatomic  particles. 
Nothing  coalesces.  Then  —  maybe  it's 
the  sudden  intrusion  of  a  new  "particle." 
Or  a  random  combination  happens  that's 
exactly  right.  And  you  get  chemistry  hap- 
pening before  your  very  eyes.  A  chain  re- 
action starts,  grows,  body  draws  to  body, 
body  that  drew  away  from  body  earlier 
on  finds  itself  clutching  through  the 
fevers  for  whatever  the  moment  prom- 
ises, and  it  may  be  just  a  moment,  too. 
I've  seen  the  chemistry  falter  and  die  in 
minutes,  the  particles  go  swimming  back 
into  their  subatomic  soup. 

That  night,  Y-man  did  it.  He  reminded 
me  of  a  handsome,  arrogant,  straight 
stud  from  the  Toronto  YMCA  except  that 
he  had  a  bigger  gut.  He'd  been  cruising 
around  slowly  like  the  rest  of  us,  but  on 
my  next  turn  by  I  noticed  that  he'd 
moved  into  a  shadowed  corner,  unzipped 
his  pants  and  was  playing  with  his  short, 
thick  dick.  A  tall  guy  wearing  just  a  shirt 
stopped  in  front  of  him  and  began  strok- 
ing his  own  cock.  The  chemistry  started 
—  there  were  four  of  us,  then  six  sudden- 
ly then  ten  and  more  and  I  stopped  count- 
ing. I  was  also  in  luck.  Wolf- face  had 
moved  in  beside  me. 

He  didn't  look  at  me,  unzipped,  took 
out  his  cock.  Long  and  slim,  uncut.  He 
filled  his  mouth  with  saliva,  lowered  his 
head  and  let  that  big  mouthful  of  spit 
drop  right  onto  his  dick  and  then  stroked 
it  along  the  shaft.  Everybody  around  us 
was  jerking  off  now,  some  slowly  and 
sensuously,  others  frantically,  their 
bodies  arched  with  the  effort.  Out  of  the 
corner  of  my  eye  I  saw  the  Fluid  Patrol 
saunter  by,  check  things  out  in  a  disinter- 
ested sort  of  way,  and  carry  on.  I  took 
out  my  cock,  let  it  rub  against  the  bare  ass 
of  the  guy  in  front  of  me.  He  shuddered 
Wolf-face  looked  at  me,  moved  a  step 
closer.  So  did  1.  My  cock  slipped  off  the 
guy's  ass.  Wolf  spit  into  the  palm  of  his 
hand  and  grabbed  it.  I  grabbed  his. 

We  didn't  look  at  each  other  -    JUS) 
stood  facing  into  the  centre  of  the  circle 


continued  on  page  Jv 
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